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Environmental Protection Agency § 52.21 

§ 52.17 Severability of provisions. 
The provisions promulgated in this 

part and the various applications 
thereof are distinct and severable. If 
any provision of this part or the appli-
cation thereof to any person or cir-
cumstances is held invalid, such inva-
lidity shall not affect other provisions 
or application of such provision to 
other persons or circumstances which 
can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. 

[37 FR 19808, Sept. 22, 1972] 

§ 52.18 Abbreviations. 
Abbreviations used in this part shall 

be those set forth in part 60 of this 
chapter. 

[38 FR 12698, May 14, 1973] 

§ 52.20 Attainment dates for national 
standards. 

Each subpart contains a section 
which specifies the latest dates by 
which national standards are to be at-
tained in each region in the State. An 
attainment date which only refers to a 
month and a year (such as July 1975) 
shall be construed to mean the last day 
of the month in question. However, the 
specification of attainment dates for 
national standards does not relieve any 
State from the provisions of subpart N 
of this chapter which require all 
sources and categories of sources to 
comply with applicable requirements 
of the plan— 

(a) As expeditiously as practicable 
where the requirement is part of a con-
trol strategy designed to attain a pri-
mary standard, and 

(b) Within a reasonable time where 
the requirement is part of a control 
strategy designed to attain a secondary 
standard. 

[37 FR 19808, Sept. 22, 1972, as amended at 39 
FR 34535, Sept. 26, 1974; 51 FR 40676, Nov. 7, 
1986] 

§ 52.21 Prevention of significant dete-
rioration of air quality. 

(a)(1) Plan disapproval. The provisions 
of this section are applicable to any 
State implementation plan which has 
been disapproved with respect to pre-
vention of significant deterioration of 
air quality in any portion of any State 
where the existing air quality is better 

than the national ambient air quality 
standards. Specific disapprovals are 
listed where applicable, in subparts B 
through DDD and FFF of this part. The 
provisions of this section have been in-
corporated by reference into the appli-
cable implementation plans for various 
States, as provided in subparts B 
through DDD and FFF of this part. 
Where this section is so incorporated, 
the provisions shall also be applicable 
to all lands owned by the Federal Gov-
ernment and Indian Reservations lo-
cated in such State. No disapproval 
with respect to a State’s failure to pre-
vent significant deterioration of air 
quality shall invalidate or otherwise 
affect the obligations of States, emis-
sion sources, or other persons with re-
spect to all portions of plans approved 
or promulgated under this part. 

(2) Applicability procedures. (i) The re-
quirements of this section apply to the 
construction of any new major sta-
tionary source (as defined in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section) or any project at 
an existing major stationary source in 
an area designated as attainment or 
unclassifiable under sections 
107(d)(1)(A)(ii) or (iii) of the Act. 

(ii) The requirements of paragraphs 
(j) through (r) of this section apply to 
the construction of any new major sta-
tionary source or the major modifica-
tion of any existing major stationary 
source, except as this section otherwise 
provides. 

(iii) No new major stationary source 
or major modification to which the re-
quirements of paragraphs (j) through 
(r)(5) of this section apply shall begin 
actual construction without a permit 
that states that the major stationary 
source or major modification will meet 
those requirements. The Administrator 
has authority to issue any such permit. 

(iv) The requirements of the program 
will be applied in accordance with the 
principles set out in paragraphs 
(a)(2)(iv)(a) through (f) of this section. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
paragraph (a)(2)(v) of this section, and 
consistent with the definition of major 
modification contained in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, a project is a 
major modification for a regulated 
NSR pollutant if it causes two types of 
emissions increases—a significant 
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