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(3) Documentation of compatibility 
for UST systems (§ 280.32(c)); 

(4) Documentation of UST system re-
pairs (§ 280.33(g)); 

(5) Documentation of compliance for 
spill and overfill prevention equipment 
and containment sumps used for inter-
stitial monitoring of piping (§ 280.35(c)); 

(6) Documentation of periodic 
walkthrough inspections (§ 280.36(b)); 

(7) Documentation of compliance 
with release detection requirements 
(§ 280.45); 

(8) Results of the site investigation 
conducted at permanent closure 
(§ 280.74); and 

(9) Documentation of operator train-
ing (§ 280.245). 

(c) Availability and maintenance of 
records. Owners and operators must 
keep the records required either: 

(1) At the UST site and immediately 
available for inspection by the imple-
menting agency; or 

(2) At a readily available alternative 
site and be provided for inspection to 
the implementing agency upon request. 

(3) In the case of permanent closure 
records required under § 280.74, owners 
and operators are also provided with 
the additional alternative of mailing 
closure records to the implementing 
agency if they cannot be kept at the 
site or an alternative site as indicated 
in paragraphs (c)(1) and (2) of this sec-
tion. 

§ 280.35 Periodic testing of spill pre-
vention equipment and contain-
ment sumps used for interstitial 
monitoring of piping and periodic 
inspection of overfill prevention 
equipment. 

(a) Owners and operators of UST sys-
tems with spill and overfill prevention 
equipment and containment sumps 
used for interstitial monitoring of pip-
ing must meet these requirements to 
ensure the equipment is operating 
properly and will prevent releases to 
the environment: 

(1) Spill prevention equipment (such 
as a catchment basin, spill bucket, or 
other spill containment device) and 
containment sumps used for intersti-
tial monitoring of piping must prevent 
releases to the environment by meet-
ing one of the following: 

(i) The equipment is double walled 
and the integrity of both walls is peri-

odically monitored at a frequency not 
less than the frequency of the 
walkthrough inspections described in 
§ 280.36. Owners and operators must 
begin meeting paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of 
this section and conduct a test within 
30 days of discontinuing periodic moni-
toring of this equipment; or 

(ii) The spill prevention equipment 
and containment sumps used for inter-
stitial monitoring of piping are tested 
at least once every three years to en-
sure the equipment is liquid tight by 
using vacuum, pressure, or liquid test-
ing in accordance with one of the fol-
lowing criteria: 

(A) Requirements developed by the 
manufacturer (Note: Owners and opera-
tors may use this option only if the 
manufacturer has developed require-
ments); 

(B) Code of practice developed by a 
nationally recognized association or 
independent testing laboratory; or 

(C) Requirements determined by the 
implementing agency to be no less pro-
tective of human health and the envi-
ronment than the requirements listed 
in paragraphs (a)(1)(ii)(A) and (B) of 
this section. 

(2) Overfill prevention equipment 
must be inspected at least once every 
three years. At a minimum, the inspec-
tion must ensure that overfill preven-
tion equipment is set to activate at the 
correct level specified in § 280.20(c) and 
will activate when regulated substance 
reaches that level. Inspections must be 
conducted in accordance with one of 
the criteria in paragraph (a)(1)(ii)(A) 
through (C) of this section. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPHS (a)(1)(ii) AND (a)(2). 
The following code of practice may be used 
to comply with paragraphs (a)(1)(ii) and 
(a)(2) of this section: Petroleum Equipment 
Institute Publication RP1200, ‘‘Rec-
ommended Practices for the Testing and 
Verification of Spill, Overfill, Leak Detec-
tion and Secondary Containment Equipment 
at UST Facilities’’. 

(b) Owners and operators must begin 
meeting these requirements as follows: 

(1) For UST systems in use on or be-
fore October 13, 2015, the initial spill 
prevention equipment test, contain-
ment sump test and overfill prevention 
equipment inspection must be con-
ducted not later than October 13, 2018. 
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(2) For UST systems brought into use 
after October 13, 2015, these require-
ments apply at installation. 

(c) Owners and operators must main-
tain records as follows (in accordance 
with § 280.34) for spill prevention equip-
ment, containment sumps used for in-
terstitial monitoring of piping, and 
overfill prevention equipment: 

(1) All records of testing or inspec-
tion must be maintained for three 
years; and 

(2) For spill prevention equipment 
and containment sumps used for inter-
stitial monitoring of piping not tested 
every three years, documentation 
showing that the prevention equipment 
is double walled and the integrity of 
both walls is periodically monitored 
must be maintained for as long as the 
equipment is periodically monitored. 

§ 280.36 Periodic operation and main-
tenance walkthrough inspections. 

(a) To properly operate and maintain 
UST systems, not later than October 
13, 2018 owners and operators must 
meet one of the following: 

(1) Conduct a walkthrough inspection 
that, at a minimum, checks the fol-
lowing equipment as specified below: 

(i) Every 30 days (Exception: spill 
prevention equipment at UST systems 
receiving deliveries at intervals great-
er than every 30 days may be checked 
prior to each delivery): 

(A) Spill prevention equipment—vis-
ually check for damage; remove liquid 
or debris; check for and remove ob-
structions in the fill pipe; check the 
fill cap to make sure it is securely on 
the fill pipe; and, for double walled 
spill prevention equipment with inter-
stitial monitoring, check for a leak in 
the interstitial area; and 

(B) Release detection equipment— 
check to make sure the release detec-
tion equipment is operating with no 
alarms or other unusual operating con-
ditions present; and ensure records of 
release detection testing are reviewed 
and current; and 

(ii) Annually: 
(A) Containment sumps—visually 

check for damage, leaks to the con-
tainment area, or releases to the envi-
ronment; remove liquid (in contained 
sumps) or debris; and, for double walled 
sumps with interstitial monitoring, 

check for a leak in the interstitial 
area; and 

(B) Hand held release detection 
equipment—check devices such as tank 
gauge sticks or groundwater bailers for 
operability and serviceability; 

(2) Conduct operation and mainte-
nance walkthrough inspections accord-
ing to a standard code of practice de-
veloped by a nationally recognized as-
sociation or independent testing lab-
oratory that checks equipment com-
parable to paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion; or 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(2). The following 
code of practice may be used to comply with 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section: Petroleum 
Equipment Institute Recommended Practice 
RP 900, ‘‘Recommended Practices for the In-
spection and Maintenance of UST Systems’’. 

(3) Conduct operation and mainte-
nance walkthrough inspections devel-
oped by the implementing agency that 
checks equipment comparable to para-
graph (a)(1) of this section. 

(b) Owners and operators must main-
tain records (in accordance with 
§ 280.34) of operation and maintenance 
walkthrough inspections for one year. 
Records must include a list of each 
area checked, whether each area 
checked was acceptable or needed ac-
tion taken, a description of actions 
taken to correct an issue, and delivery 
records if spill prevention equipment is 
checked less frequently than every 30 
days due to infrequent deliveries. 

Subpart D—Release Detection 

§ 280.40 General requirements for all 
UST systems. 

(a) Owners and operators of UST sys-
tems must provide a method, or com-
bination of methods, of release detec-
tion that: 

(1) Can detect a release from any por-
tion of the tank and the connected un-
derground piping that routinely con-
tains product; 

(2) Is installed and calibrated in ac-
cordance with the manufacturer’s in-
structions; 

(3) Beginning on October 13, 2018, is 
operated and maintained, and elec-
tronic and mechanical components are 
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