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Environmental Protection Agency § 265.56 

date. In addition, the plan must in-
clude the location and a physical de-
scription of each item on the list, and 
a brief outline of its capabilities. 

(f) The plan must include an evacu-
ation plan for facility personnel where 
there is a possibility that evacuation 
could be necessary. This plan must de-
scribe signal(s) to be used to begin 
evacuation, evacuation routes, and al-
ternate evacuation routes (in cases 
where the primary routes could be 
blocked by releases of hazardous waste 
or fires). 

[45 FR 33232, May 19, 1980, as amended at 46 
FR 27480, May 20, 1981; 50 FR 4514, Jan. 31, 
1985; 71 FR 16908, Apr. 4, 2006; 75 FR 13005, 
Mar. 18, 2010] 

§ 265.53 Copies of contingency plan. 
A copy of the contingency plan and 

all revisions to the plan must be: 
(a) Maintained at the facility; and 
(b) Submitted to all local police de-

partments, fire departments, hospitals, 
and State and local emergency re-
sponse teams that may be called upon 
to provide emergency services. 

[45 FR 33232, May 19, 1980, as amended at 50 
FR 4514, Jan. 31, 1985] 

§ 265.54 Amendment of contingency 
plan. 

The contingency plan must be re-
viewed, and immediately amended, if 
necessary, whenever: 

(a) Applicable regulations are re-
vised; 

(b) The plan fails in an emergency; 
(c) The facility changes—in its de-

sign, construction, operation, mainte-
nance, or other circumstances—in a 
way that materially increases the po-
tential for fires, explosions, or releases 
of hazardous waste or hazardous waste 
constituents, or changes the response 
necessary in an emergency; 

(d) The list of emergency coordina-
tors changes; or 

(e) The list of emergency equipment 
changes. 

[45 FR 33232, May 19, 1980, as amended at 50 
FR 4514, Jan. 31, 1985] 

§ 265.55 Emergency coordinator. 
At all times, there must be at least 

one employee either on the facility 
premises or on call (i.e., available to 

respond to an emergency by reaching 
the facility within a short period of 
time) with the responsibility for co-
ordinating all emergency response 
measures. This emergency coordinator 
must be thoroughly familiar with all 
aspects of the facility’s contingency 
plan, all operations and activities at 
the facility, the location and charac-
teristics of waste handled, the location 
of all records within the facility, and 
the facility layout. In addition, this 
person must have the authority to 
commit the resources needed to carry 
out the contingency plan. 

[Comment: The emergency coordinator’s re-
sponsibilities are more fully spelled out in 
§ 265.56. Applicable responsibilities for the 
emergency coordinator vary, depending on 
factors such as type and variety of waste(s) 
handled by the facility, and type and com-
plexity of the facility.] 

§ 265.56 Emergency procedures. 

(a) Whenever there is an imminent or 
actual emergency situation, the emer-
gency coordinator (or his designee 
when the emergency coordinator is on 
call) must immediately: 

(1) Activate internal facility alarms 
or communication systems, where ap-
plicable, to notify all facility per-
sonnel; and 

(2) Notify appropriate State or local 
agencies with designated response roles 
if their help is needed. 

(b) Whenever there is a release, fire, 
or explosion, the emergency coordi-
nator must immediately identify the 
character, exact source, amount, and 
areal extent of any released materials. 
He may do this by observation or re-
view of facility records or manifests 
and, if necessary, by chemical analysis. 

(c) Concurrently, the emergency co-
ordinator must assess possible hazards 
to human health or the environment 
that may result from the release, fire, 
or explosion. This assessment must 
consider both direct and indirect ef-
fects of the release, fire, or explosion 
(e.g., the effects of any toxic, irri-
tating, or asphyxiating gases that are 
generated, or the effects of any haz-
ardous surface water run-offs from 
water or chemical agents used to con-
trol fire and heat-induced explosions). 
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