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Subpart A—Introduction

§1.1 Creation and authority.

Reorganization Plan 3 of 1970, estab-
lished the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) in the Executive
branch as an independent Agency, ef-
fective December 2, 1970.

§1.3 Purpose and functions.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency permits coordinated and effec-
tive governmental action to assure the
protection of the environment by abat-

ing and controlling pollution on a sys-
tematic basis. Reorganization Plan 3 of
1970 transferred to EPA a variety of re-
search, monitoring, standard setting,
and enforcement activities related to
pollution abatement and control to
provide for the treatment of the envi-
ronment as a single interrelated sys-
tem. Complementary to these activi-
ties are the Agency’s coordination and
support of research and antipollution
activities carried out by State and
local governments, private and public
groups, individuals, and educational in-
stitutions. EPA reinforces efforts
among other Federal agencies with re-
spect to the impact of their operations
on the environment.

§1.5 Organization and general infor-
mation.

(a) The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s basic organization con-
sists of Headquarters and 10 Regional
Offices. EPA Headquarters in Wash-
ington, DC maintains overall planning,
coordination and control of EPA pro-
grams. Regional Administrators head
the Regional Offices and are respon-
sible directly to the Administrator for
the execution of the Agency’s programs
within the boundaries of their Regions.

(b) EPA’s Directives System contains
definitive statements of EPA’s organi-
zation, policies, procedures, assign-
ments of responsibility, and delega-
tions of authority. Copies are available
for public inspection and copying at
the Management and Organization Di-
vision, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
Washington, DC 20460. Information can
be obtained from the Office of Public
Affairs at all Regional Offices.

(c) EPA conducts procurement pursu-
ant to the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act, the Federal
Procurement Regulations, and imple-
menting EPA regulations.

§1.7 Location of principal offices.

(a) The EPA Headquarters is in
Washington, DC. The mailing address
is 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20460.
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