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§1502.20 Publication of the environ-
mental impact statement.

Agencies shall publish the entire
draft and final environmental impact
statements and unchanged statements
as provided in §1503.4(c) of this chapter.
The agency shall transmit the entire
statement electronically (or in paper
copy, if so requested due to economic
or other hardship) to:

(a) Any Federal agency that has ju-
risdiction by law or special expertise
with respect to any environmental im-
pact involved and any appropriate Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, or local agency au-
thorized to develop and enforce envi-
ronmental standards.

(b) The applicant, if any.

(c) Any person, organization, or agen-
cy requesting the entire environmental
impact statement.

(d) In the case of a final environ-
mental impact statement, any person,
organization, or agency that submitted
substantive comments on the draft.

§1502.21 Incomplete or unavailable in-
formation.

(a) When an agency is evaluating rea-
sonably foreseeable significant adverse
effects on the human environment in
an environmental impact statement,
and there is incomplete or unavailable
information, the agency shall make
clear that such information is lacking.

(b) If the incomplete but available in-
formation relevant to reasonably fore-
seeable significant adverse impacts is
essential to a reasoned choice among
alternatives, and the overall costs of
obtaining it are not unreasonable, the
agency shall include the information in
the environmental impact statement.

(c) If the information relevant to rea-
sonably foreseeable significant adverse
impacts cannot be obtained because
the overall costs of obtaining it are un-
reasonable or the means to obtain it
are not known, the agency shall in-
clude within the environmental impact
statement:

(1) A statement that such informa-
tion is incomplete or unavailable;

(2) A statement of the relevance of
the incomplete or unavailable informa-
tion to evaluating reasonably foresee-
able significant adverse impacts on the
human environment;
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(3) A summary of existing credible
scientific evidence that is relevant to
evaluating the reasonably foreseeable
significant adverse impacts on the
human environment; and

(4) The agency’s evaluation of such
impacts based upon theoretical ap-
proaches or research methods generally
accepted in the scientific community.

(d) For the purposes of this section,
“reasonably foreseeable’ includes im-
pacts that have catastrophic con-
sequences, even if their probability of
occurrence is low, provided that the
analysis of the impacts is supported by
credible scientific evidence, is not
based on pure conjecture, and is within
the rule of reason.

§1502.22 Cost-benefit analysis.

If the agency is considering a cost-
benefit analysis for the proposed action
relevant to the choice among alter-
natives with different environmental
effects, the agency shall incorporate
the cost-benefit analysis by reference
or append it to the statement as an aid
in evaluating the environmental con-
sequences. In such cases, to assess the
adequacy of compliance with section
102(2)(B) of NEPA (ensuring appro-
priate consideration of unquantified
environmental amenities and values in
decision making, along with economi-
cal and technical considerations), the
statement shall discuss the relation-
ship between that analysis and any
analyses of unquantified environ-
mental impacts, values, and amenities.
For purposes of complying with the
Act, agencies need not display the
weighing of the merits and drawbacks
of the various alternatives in a mone-
tary cost-benefit analysis and should
not do so when there are important
qualitative considerations. However,
an environmental impact statement
should at least indicate those consider-
ations, including factors not related to
environmental quality, that are likely
to be relevant and important to a deci-
sion.

§1502.23 Methodology and scientific
accuracy.

Agencies shall ensure the profes-
sional integrity, including scientific
integrity, of the discussions and anal-
yses in environmental documents.
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