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environmental impact statement proc-
esses (§ 1501.10 of this chapter). 

(h) Preparing environmental impact 
statements early in the process (§ 1502.5 
of this chapter). 

(i) Integrating NEPA requirements 
with other environmental review and 
consultation requirements (§ 1502.24 of 
this chapter). 

(j) Eliminating duplication with 
State, Tribal, and local procedures by 
providing for joint preparation of envi-
ronmental documents where prac-
ticable (§ 1506.2 of this chapter) and 
with other Federal procedures by pro-
viding that agencies may jointly pre-
pare or adopt appropriate environ-
mental documents prepared by another 
agency (§ 1506.3 of this chapter). 

(k) Combining environmental docu-
ments with other documents (§ 1506.4 of 
this chapter). 

(l) Using accelerated procedures for 
proposals for legislation (§ 1506.8 of this 
chapter). 

§ 1500.6 Agency authority. 
Each agency shall interpret the pro-

visions of the Act as a supplement to 
its existing authority and as a mandate 
to view policies and missions in the 
light of the Act’s national environ-
mental objectives, to the extent con-
sistent with its existing authority. 
Agencies shall review their policies, 
procedures, and regulations accord-
ingly and revise them as necessary to 
ensure full compliance with the pur-
poses and provisions of the Act as in-
terpreted by the regulations in this 
subchapter. The phrase ‘‘to the fullest 
extent possible’’ in section 102 of NEPA 
means that each agency of the Federal 
Government shall comply with that 
section, consistent with § 1501.1 of this 
chapter. Nothing contained in the reg-
ulations in this subchapter is intended 
or should be construed to limit an 
agency’s other authorities or legal re-
sponsibilities. 
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§ 1501.1 NEPA thresholds. 
(a) In assessing whether NEPA ap-

plies or is otherwise fulfilled, Federal 
agencies should determine: 

(1) Whether the proposed activity or 
decision is expressly exempt from 
NEPA under another statute; 

(2) Whether compliance with NEPA 
would clearly and fundamentally con-
flict with the requirements of another 
statute; 

(3) Whether compliance with NEPA 
would be inconsistent with Congres-
sional intent expressed in another stat-
ute; 

(4) Whether the proposed activity or 
decision is a major Federal action; 

(5) Whether the proposed activity or 
decision, in whole or in part, is a non- 
discretionary action for which the 
agency lacks authority to consider en-
vironmental effects as part of its deci-
sion-making process; and 

(6) Whether the proposed action is an 
action for which another statute’s re-
quirements serve the function of agen-
cy compliance with the Act. 

(b) Federal agencies may make deter-
minations under this section in their 
agency NEPA procedures (§ 1507.3(d) of 
this chapter) or on an individual basis, 
as appropriate. 

(1) Federal agencies may seek the 
Council’s assistance in making an indi-
vidual determination under this sec-
tion. 

(2) An agency shall consult with 
other Federal agencies concerning 
their concurrence in statutory deter-
minations made under this section 
where more than one Federal agency 
administers the statute. 
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