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40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–23 Edition) § 144.6 

(2) Information which deals with the 
existence, absence, or level of contami-
nants in drinking water. 

§ 144.6 Classification of wells. 
Injection wells are classified as fol-

lows: 
(a) Class I. (1) Wells used by genera-

tors of hazardous waste or owners or 
operators of hazardous waste manage-
ment facilities to inject hazardous 
waste beneath the lowermost forma-
tion containing, within one-quarter 
mile of the well bore, an underground 
source of drinking water. 

(2) Other industrial and municipal 
disposal wells which inject fluids be-
neath the lowermost formation con-
taining, within one quarter mile of the 
well bore, an underground source of 
drinking water. 

(3) Radioactive waste disposal wells 
which inject fluids below the lower-
most formation containing an under-
ground source of drinking water within 
one quarter mile of the well bore. 

(b) Class II. Wells which inject fluids: 
(1) Which are brought to the surface 

in connection with natural gas storage 
operations, or conventional oil or nat-
ural gas production and may be com-
mingled with waste waters from gas 
plants which are an intergral part of 
production operations, unless those 
waters are classified as a hazardous 
waste at the time of injection. 

(2) For enhanced recovery of oil or 
natural gas; and 

(3) For storage of hydrocarbons 
which are liquid at standard tempera-
ture and pressure. 

(c) Class III. Wells which inject for 
extraction of minerals including: 

(1) Mining of sulfur by the Frasch 
process; 

(2) In situ production of uranium or 
other metals; this category includes 
only in-situ production from ore bodies 
which have not been conventionally 
mined. Solution mining of conven-
tional mines such as stopes leaching is 
included in Class V. 

(3) Solution mining of salts or pot-
ash. 

(d) Class IV. (1) Wells used by genera-
tors of hazardous waste or of radio-
active waste, by owners or operators of 
hazardous waste management facili-
ties, or by owners or operators of radio-

active waste disposal sites to dispose of 
hazardous waste or radioactive waste 
into a formation which within one- 
quarter (1⁄4) mile of the well contains 
an underground source of drinking 
water. 

(2) Wells used by generators of haz-
ardous waste or of radioactive waste, 
by owners or operators of hazardous 
waste management facilities, or by 
owners or operators of radioactive 
waste disposal sites to dispose of haz-
ardous waste or radioactive waste 
above a formation which within one- 
quarter (1⁄4) mile of the well contains 
an underground source of drinking 
water. 

(3) Wells used by generators of haz-
ardous waste or owners or operators of 
hazardous waste management facilities 
to dispose of hazardous waste, which 
cannot be classified under paragraph 
(a)(1) or (d) (1) and (2) of this section 
(e.g., wells used to dispose of hazardous 
waste into or above a formation which 
contains an aquifer which has been ex-
empted pursuant to § 146.04). 

(e) Class V. Injection wells not in-
cluded in Class I, II, III, IV, or VI. Spe-
cific types of Class V injection wells 
are described in § 144.81. 

(f) Class VI. Wells that are not experi-
mental in nature that are used for geo-
logic sequestration of carbon dioxide 
beneath the lowermost formation con-
taining a USDW; or, wells used for geo-
logic sequestration of carbon dioxide 
that have been granted a waiver of the 
injection depth requirements pursuant 
to requirements at § 146.95 of this chap-
ter; or, wells used for geologic seques-
tration of carbon dioxide that have re-
ceived an expansion to the areal extent 
of an existing Class II enhanced oil re-
covery or enhanced gas recovery aqui-
fer exemption pursuant to §§ 146.4 of 
this chapter and 144.7(d). 

[48 FR 14189, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 20676, June 2, 1987; 64 FR 68565, Dec. 7, 
1999; 75 FR 77287, Dec. 10, 2010] 

§ 144.7 Identification of underground 
sources of drinking water and ex-
empted aquifers. 

(a) The Director may identify (by 
narrative description, illustrations, 
maps, or other means) and shall pro-
tect as underground sources of drink-
ing water, all aquifers and parts of 
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