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§ 141.4 Variances and exemptions. 
(a) Variances or exemptions from 

certain provisions of these regulations 
may be granted pursuant to sections 
1415 and 1416 of the Act and subpart K 
of part 142 of this chapter (for small 
system variances) by the entity with 
primary enforcement responsibility, 
except that variances or exemptions 
from the MCLs for total coliforms and 
E. coli and variances from any of the 
treatment technique requirements of 
subpart H of this part may not be 
granted. 

(b) EPA has stayed the effective date 
of this section relating to the total 
coliform MCL of § 141.63(a) for systems 
that demonstrate to the State that the 
violation of the total coliform MCL is 
due to a persistent growth of total coli-
forms in the distribution system rather 
than fecal or pathogenic contamina-
tion, a treatment lapse or deficiency, 
or a problem in the operation or main-
tenance of the distribution system. 
This is stayed until March 31, 2016, at 
which time the total coliform MCL is 
no longer effective. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): As provided in 
§ 142.304(a), small system variances are not 
available for rules addressing microbial con-
taminants, which would include subparts H, 
P, S, T, W, and Y of this part. 

[78 FR 10346, Feb. 13, 2013] 

§ 141.5 Siting requirements. 
Before a person may enter into a fi-

nancial commitment for or initiate 
construction of a new public water sys-
tem or increase the capacity of an ex-
isting public water system, he shall no-
tify the State and, to the extent prac-
ticable, avoid locating part or all of the 
new or expanded facility at a site 
which: 

(a) Is subject to a significant risk 
from earthquakes, floods, fires or other 
disasters which could cause a break-
down of the public water system or a 
portion thereof; or 

(b) Except for intake structures, is 
within the floodplain of a 100–year 
flood or is lower than any recorded 
high tide where appropriate records 
exist. The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will not seek to override 
land use decisions affecting public 
water systems siting which are made 

at the State or local government lev-
els. 

§ 141.6 Effective dates. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) through (k) of this section, and in 
§ 141.80(a)(2), the regulations set forth 
in this part shall take effect on June 
24, 1977. 

(b) The regulations for total 
trihalomethanes set forth in § 141.12(c) 
shall take effect 2 years after the date 
of promulgation of these regulations 
for community water systems serving 
75,000 or more individuals, and 4 years 
after the date of promulgation for com-
munities serving 10,000 to 74,999 indi-
viduals. 

(c) The regulations set forth in 
§§ 141.11(d); 141.21(a), (c) and (i); 141.22(a) 
and (e); 141.23(a)(3) and (a)(4); 141.23(f); 
141.24(e) and (f); 141.25(e); 141.27(a); 
141.28(a) and (b); 141.31(a), (d) and (e); 
141.32(b)(3); and 141.32(d) shall take ef-
fect immediately upon promulgation. 

(d) The regulations set forth in 
§ 141.41 shall take effect 18 months from 
the date of promulgation. Suppliers 
must complete the first round of sam-
pling and reporting within 12 months 
following the effective date. 

(e) The regulations set forth in 
§ 141.42 shall take effect 18 months from 
the date of promulgation. All require-
ments in § 141.42 must be completed 
within 12 months following the effec-
tive date. 

(f) The regulations set forth in 
§ 141.11(c) and § 141.23(g) are effective 
May 2, 1986. Section 141.23(g)(4) is effec-
tive October 2, 1987. 

(g) The regulations contained in 
§ 141.6, paragraph (c) of the table in 
141.12, and 141.62(b)(1) are effective July 
1, 1991. The regulations contained in 
§§ 141.11(b), 141.23, 141.24, 142.57(b), 
143.4(b)(12) and (b)(13), are effective 
July 30, 1992. The regulations contained 
in the revisions to §§ 141.32(e) (16), (25) 
through (27) and (46); 141.61(c)(16); and 
141.62(b)(3) are effective January 1, 1993. 
The effective date of regulations con-
tained in § 141.61(c) (2), (3), and (4) is 
postponed. 

(h) Regulations for the analytic 
methods listed at § 141.23(k)(4) for 
measuring antimony, beryllium, cya-
nide, nickel, and thallium are effective 
August 17, 1992. Regulations for the 
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analytic methods listed at § 141.24(f)(16) 
for dichloromethane, 1,2,4- 
trichlorobenzene, and 1,1,2-trichloro-
ethane are effective August 17, 1992. 
Regulations for the analytic methods 
listed at § 141.24(h)(12) for measuring 
dalapon, dinoseb, diquat, endothall, 
endrin, glyphosate, oxamyl, picloram, 
simazine, benzo(a)pyrene, di(2- 
ethylhexyl)adipate, di(2- 
ethylhexyl)phthalate, 
hexachlorobenzene, 
hexachlorocyclopentadiene, and 2,3,7,8- 
TCDD are effective August 17, 1992. The 
revision to § 141.12(a) promulgated on 
July 17, 1992 is effective on August 17, 
1992. 

(i) [Reserved] 
(j) The arsenic maximum contami-

nant levels (MCL) listed in § 141.62 is ef-
fective for the purpose of compliance 
on January 23, 2006. Requirements re-
lating to arsenic set forth in 
§§ 141.23(i)(4), 141.23(k)(3) introductory 
text, 141.23(k)(3)(ii), 141.51(b), 141.62(b), 
141.62(b)(16), 141.62(c), 141.62(d), and 
142.62(b) revisions in Appendix A of sub-
part O for the consumer confidence 
rule, and Appendices A and B of sub-
part Q for the public notification rule 
are effective for the purpose of compli-
ance on January 23, 2006. However, the 
consumer confidence rule reporting re-
quirements relating to arsenic listed in 
§ 141.154(b) and (f) are effective for the 
purpose of compliance on February 22, 
2002. 

(k) Regulations set forth in 
§§ 141.23(i)(1), 141.23(i)(2), 141.24(f)(15), 
141.24(f)(22), 141.24(h)(11), 141.24(h)(20), 
142.16(e), 142.16(j), and 142.16(k) are ef-
fective for the purpose of compliance 
on January 22, 2004. 

[44 FR 68641, Nov. 29, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 57342, Aug. 27, 1980; 47 FR 10998, Mar. 12, 
1982; 51 FR 11410, Apr. 2, 1986; 56 FR 30274, 
July 1, 1991; 57 FR 22178, May 27, 1992; 57 FR 
31838, July 17, 1992; 59 FR 34322, July 1, 1994; 
61 FR 24368, May 14, 1996; 66 FR 7061, Jan. 22, 
2001; 66 FR 28350, May 22, 2001] 

Subpart B—Maximum 
Contaminant Levels 

§ 141.11 Maximum contaminant levels 
for inorganic chemicals. 

(a) The maximum contaminant level 
for arsenic applies only to community 
water systems. The analyses and deter-

mination of compliance with the 0.05 
milligrams per liter maximum con-
taminant level for arsenic use the re-
quirements of § 141.23. 

(b) The maximum contaminant level 
for arsenic is 0.05 milligrams per liter 
for community water systems until 
January 23, 2006. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) At the discretion of the State, ni-

trate levels not to exceed 20 mg/l may 
be allowed in a non-community water 
system if the supplier of water dem-
onstrates to the satisfaction of the 
State that: 

(1) Such water will not be available 
to children under 6 months of age; and 

(2) The non-community water system 
is meeting the public notification re-
quirements under § 141.209, including 
continuous posting of the fact that ni-
trate levels exceed 10 mg/l and the po-
tential health effects of exposure; and 

(3) Local and State public health au-
thorities will be notified annually of 
nitrate levels that exceed 10 mg/l; and 

(4) No adverse health effects shall re-
sult. 

[40 FR 59570, Dec. 24, 1975, as amended at 45 
FR 57342, Aug. 27, 1980; 47 FR 10998, Mar. 12, 
1982; 51 FR 11410, Apr. 2, 1986; 56 FR 3578, Jan. 
30, 1991; 56 FR 26548, June 7, 1991; 56 FR 30274, 
July 1, 1991; 56 FR 32113, July 15, 1991; 60 FR 
33932, June 29, 1995; 65 FR 26022, May 4, 2000; 
66 FR 7061, Jan. 22, 2001] 

§ 141.12 [Reserved] 

§ 141.13 Maximum contaminant levels 
for turbidity. 

The maximum contaminant levels 
for turbidity are applicable to both 
community water systems and non- 
community water systems using sur-
face water sources in whole or in part. 
The maximum contaminant levels for 
turbidity in drinking water, measured 
at a representative entry point(s) to 
the distribution system, are: 

(a) One turbidity unit (TU), as deter-
mined by a monthly average pursuant 
to § 141.22, except that five or fewer tur-
bidity units may be allowed if the sup-
plier of water can demonstrate to the 
State that the higher turbidity does 
not do any of the following: 

(1) Interfere with disinfection; 
(2) Prevent maintenance of an effec-

tive disinfectant agent throughout the 
distribution system; or 
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