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§ 4.5 Assistant Postmasters General, 
General Counsel, Judicial Officer, 
Chief Postal Inspector. 

There are within the Postal Service a 
General Counsel, a Judicial Officer, a 
Chief Postal Inspector, and such num-
ber of officers, described in 39 U.S.C. 
204 as Assistant Postmasters General, 
whether so denominated or not, as the 
Board authorizes by resolution. These 
officers are appointed by, and serve at 
the pleasure of, the Postmaster Gen-
eral. The Chief Postal Inspector shall 
report to, and be under the general su-
pervision of, the Postmaster General. 
The Postmaster General shall prompt-
ly notify the Governors and both 
Houses of Congress in writing if he or 
she removes the Chief Postal Inspector 
or transfers the Chief Postal Inspector 
to another position or location within 
the Postal Service, and shall include in 
any such notification the reasons for 
such removal or transfer. The Post-
master General’s appointment of the 
Judicial Officer and any other judges in 
the Judicial Officer Department must 
be ratified by resolution of the Gov-
ernors. 

[86 FR 10013, Feb. 18, 2021] 

§ 4.6 Secretary of the Board. 

The Secretary of the Board of Gov-
ernors is appointed by the Governors 
and serves at the pleasure of the Gov-
ernors. The Secretary shall be respon-
sible for carrying out the functions of 
the Office of the Board of Governors, 
under the direction of the Chairman of 
the Board. The Secretary shall also 
issue notices of meetings of the Board 
and its committees, keep minutes of 
these meetings, and take steps nec-
essary for compliance with all statutes 
and regulations dealing with public ob-
servation of meetings. The Secretary 
shall perform all those duties incident 
to this office, including those duties as-
signed by the Board or by the Chair-
man of the Board. With the concur-
rence of the Board, the Chairman may 
designate the number and general 
qualifications of such assistant secre-
taries or other staff as may be nec-
essary to perform any of the duties of 
the Secretary. 

[86 FR 10013, Feb. 18, 2021] 

PART 5—COMMITTEES (ARTICLE V) 

Sec. 
5.1 Establishment and appointment. 
5.2 Committee procedure. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 203, 204, 205, 
401(2), (10), 1003. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 5.1 Establishment and appointment. 
From time to time the Board may es-

tablish by resolution special and stand-
ing committees of one or more mem-
bers of the Board. The Board shall 
specify, in the resolution establishing 
any committee, whether the com-
mittee is authorized to submit rec-
ommendations or preliminary deci-
sions to the Board, to conduct hearings 
for the Board, or otherwise to take ac-
tion on behalf of the Board. Each com-
mittee may exercise only those duties, 
functions, and powers prescribed from 
time to time by the Board, and the 
Board may affirm, alter, or revoke any 
action of any committee. Each member 
of the Board may have access to all of 
the information and records of any 
committee at any time. The Chairman 
of the Board shall appoint the chair-
man, vice chairman (if any), and mem-
bers of each committee, who serve 
terms which expire at the end of each 
annual meeting. Each committee 
chairman may assign responsibilities 
to members of the committee that are 
considered appropriate. The committee 
chairman, or the chairman’s designee, 
shall preside at all meetings of the 
committee. 

§ 5.2 Committee procedure. 
Each committee establishes its own 

rules of procedure, consistent with 
these bylaws, and meets as provided in 
its rules. A majority of the members of 
a committee constitute a quorum. 

PART 6—MEETINGS (ARTICLE VI) 

Sec. 
6.1 Regular meetings, annual meeting. 
6.2 Special meetings. 
6.3 Notice of meetings. 
6.4 Attendance. 
6.5 Minutes of meetings. 
6.6 Quorum and voting. 
6.7 Notation voting. 
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6.8 Delegation of Authority for Continuity 
of Operations. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 205, 401(2), (10), 
504, 1003, 3622, 3632, 3703; 5 U.S.C. 552b(e), (g). 

SOURCE: 73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 6.1 Regular meetings, annual meet-
ing. 

The Board shall meet regularly on a 
schedule established by the Board. The 
first regular meeting in November of 
each calendar year is designated as the 
annual meeting. Consistent with the 
provisions §§ 6.6 and 7.5 of these bylaws, 
the time or place of a regular or annual 
meeting may be varied by recorded 
vote, with the earliest practicable no-
tice to the Secretary. The Secretary 
shall distribute to the members an 
agenda setting forth the proposed sub-
ject matter for any regular or annual 
meeting in advance of the meeting. 

[86 FR 10014, Feb. 18, 2021] 

§ 6.2 Special meetings. 
Consistent with the provisions of 

§§ 6.6 and 7.5 of these bylaws, the Chair-
man may call a special meeting of the 
Board at any place in the United 
States, with the earliest practicable 
notice to the other members of the 
Board and to the Secretary, specifying 
the time, date, place, and subject mat-
ter of the meeting. Consistent with the 
provisions of §§ 6.6 and 7.5 of these by-
laws, by recorded vote a majority of 
the members of the Board may call a 
special meeting of the Board at any 
place in the United States, with the 
earliest practicable notice to the other 
members of the Board and to the Sec-
retary, specifying the time, date, place 
and subject matter of the meeting. 

§ 6.3 Notice of meetings. 
The Chairman or the members of the 

Board may give the notice required 
under § 6.1 or § 6.2 of these bylaws in 
oral, written, or e-mail form. Oral no-
tice to a member may be delivered by 
telephone and is sufficient if made to 
the member personally or to a respon-
sible person in the member’s home or 
office. Any oral notice to a member 
must be subsequently confirmed by 
written or e-mail notice. Written no-
tice to a member may be delivered by 

mail addressed to the member’s mail-
ing address of record filed with the Sec-
retary. Notice by e-mail may be ad-
dressed to the member’s e-mail address 
of record filed with the Secretary. Ex-
cept for written or e-mail notice con-
firming a previous oral notice, a writ-
ten or e-mail notice must be sent in 
sufficient time to reach the address of 
record at least 2 days before the meet-
ing date under normal delivery condi-
tions. A member waives notice of any 
meeting by attending the meeting, and 
may otherwise waive notice of any 
meeting at any time. No notice— 
whether oral, written, or e-mail—to 
the Secretary is sufficient until actu-
ally received by the Secretary. The 
Secretary may not waive notice of any 
meeting. 

§ 6.4 Attendance. 

For regularly scheduled meetings of 
the Board, members are expected to at-
tend in person. Unless prohibited by 
law or by these bylaws, however, a 
member of the Board, under excep-
tional circumstances, may participate 
in a meeting of the Board by con-
ference telephone, video conference, or 
similar communications equipment 
which enables all persons participating 
in the meeting to hear each other and 
which permits full compliance with the 
provisions of these bylaws concerning 
public observation of meetings. Attend-
ance at a meeting by this method con-
stitutes presence at the meeting and a 
member of the Board may be paid for 
his or her participation provided such 
meeting addresses substantive, as op-
posed to procedural or administrative, 
matters on which the Board has deci-
sion making authority. 

[86 FR 10014, Feb. 18, 2021] 

§ 6.5 Minutes of meetings. 

The Secretary shall preserve the 
minutes of Board meetings prepared 
under § 4.6 of these bylaws. After the 
minutes of any meeting are approved 
by the Board, the Secretary shall 
promptly make available to the public, 
in the Corporate Communications De-
partment at Postal Service Head-
quarters, or in another place easily ac-
cessible to the public, copies of the 
minutes, except for those portions 
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which contain information inappro-
priate for public disclosure under 5 
U.S.C. 552(b) or 39 U.S.C. 410(c). 

§ 6.6 Quorum and voting. 
Except for matters considered 

through the notation voting process 
described in § 6.7, the Board acts by res-
olution upon a vote of those members 
who attend a meeting in accordance 
with § 6.4. No proxies are allowed in any 
vote of the members of the Board. As 
provided by 39 U.S.C. 205(c), any six (6) 
members constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business by the Board, 
and a resolution requires a favorable 
vote of a majority of those members 
who are present, except as follows: 

(a) In the appointment or removal of 
the Postmaster General, and in setting 
the compensation and benefits of the 
Postmaster General and Deputy Post-
master General, 39 U.S.C. 205(c)(1) re-
quires a favorable vote of an absolute 
majority of the Governors in office. 

(b) In the appointment or removal of 
the Deputy Postmaster General, 39 
U.S.C. 205(c)(2) requires a favorable 
vote of an absolute majority of the 
Governors in office and the Postmaster 
General. 

(c) In the appointment, removal, or 
in the setting of the compensation and 
benefits of the Secretary, Assistant 
Secretary, or other necessary staff, a 
favorable vote of an absolute majority 
of the Governors in office is required. 

(d) In the determination to close a 
portion of a meeting or to withhold in-
formation concerning a meeting, 5 
U.S.C. 552b(d)(1) requires a vote of a 
majority of the entire membership of 
the Board. 

(e) In the decision to call a meeting 
with less than a week’s notice, 5 U.S.C. 
552b(e)(1) requires a vote of a majority 
of the members of the Board. In the de-
cision to change the subject matter of 
a meeting, or the determination to 
open or close a meeting, 5 U.S.C. 
552b(e)(2) requires a vote of a majority 
of the entire membership of the Board. 

(f) In establishing rates or classes of 
competitive products of both general 
and not of general applicability in §§ 3.9 
and 3.10 of these bylaws, 39 U.S.C. 
3632(a) requires the concurrence of a 
majority of all of the Governors then 
holding office. 

(g) In the appointment of the Inspec-
tor General, 39 U.S.C. 202(e) requires a 
favorable vote of a majority of the 
Governors then in office and of a ma-
jority of the Commissioners of the 
Postal Regulatory Commission then in 
office. 

(h) In removing the Inspector Gen-
eral for cause, 39 U.S.C. 202(e) requires 
the written concurrence of at least 7 
Governors and 3 Commissioners of the 
Postal Regulatory Commission. 

(i) In adjusting the funding requested 
in the Postal Regulatory Commission’s 
budget for the succeeding fiscal year, 
39 U.S.C. 504(d) requires a unanimous 
written decision of the Governors then 
holding office, issued no later than 30 
days after receiving the budget. 

(j) In approving a program estab-
lished under 39 U.S.C. 3703 to enter into 
agreements with agencies of state, 
local or tribal governments to provide 
property or non-postal services to the 
public on such agencies’ behalf, 39 
U.S.C. 3703(c) requires a recorded and 
publicly available vote of a majority of 
the Governors then holding office. 

[73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, as amended at 77 
FR 17334, Mar. 26, 2012; 86 FR 10014, Feb. 18, 
2021; 87 FR 68908, Nov. 17, 2022] 

§ 6.7 Notation voting. 
(a) General. Notation voting consists 

of the circulation of physical or elec-
tronic written memoranda and voting 
sheets to each member of the Board si-
multaneously and the tabulation of 
submitted responses. Notation voting 
may be used only for routine, non-con-
troversial, or administrative matters. 

(b) Administrative Responsibility. The 
Secretary of the Board is responsible 
for: 

(1) Distributing notation voting 
memoranda and voting sheets; 

(2) Establishing deadlines for nota-
tion voting sheets to be completed and 
returned; 

(3) Processing and tabulating all no-
tation voting sheets; and 

(4) Determining whether further ac-
tion is required. 

(c) Veto of notation voting. In view of 
the public policy for openness reflected 
in the Government in the Sunshine Act 
and in these bylaws, each Board mem-
ber is authorized to veto the use of no-
tation voting for the consideration of 
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any matter. If a Board member vetoes 
the use of notation voting, the Sec-
retary must notify all members of such 
action, and must promptly take action 
to place the particular matter on the 
agenda of the next regularly scheduled 
Board meeting following the date of 
the veto, or to schedule a teleconfer-
ence to consider the matter, as appro-
priate. 

(d) Disclosure of result. The Secretary 
shall maintain all records pertaining to 
Board actions taken pursuant to the 
notation voting process, and shall 
make such records available for public 
inspection, consistent with the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. 

[77 FR 17334, Mar. 26, 2012, as amended at 86 
FR 10014, Feb. 18, 2021] 

§ 6.8 Delegation of Authority for Con-
tinuity of Operations. 

When, by reason of death, incapacity, 
or disruption of transportation and 
communications, a quorum of the 
Board of Governors cannot reasonably 
be assembled, or when vacancies on the 
Board make it impossible for a quorum 
to assemble, the remaining members of 
the Board who are able to assemble are 
constituted a Temporary Emergency 
Committee of the Board of Governors. 
The Chairman or Vice Chairman of the 
Board, or in their absence any avail-
able member of the Board, may con-
vene a meeting of such Temporary 
Emergency Committee for the consid-
eration of such business as may be 
needed to provide for continuity of op-
erations for the duration of the emer-
gency, or for the duration of the period 
of time in which vacancies on the 
Board prevent a quorum from being as-
sembled. The powers reserved to the 
Board under § 3.3 of these bylaws nec-
essary to provide for continuity of op-
erations are delegated to the Com-
mittee, which may exercise such pow-
ers until such time as sufficient mem-
bers of the Board are again available to 
enable the Board to convene. 

[86 FR 10014, Feb. 18, 2021] 

PART 7—PUBLIC OBSERVATION 
(ARTICLE VII) 

Sec. 
7.1 Definitions. 

7.2 Open meetings. 
7.3 Exceptions. 
7.4 Procedure for closing a meeting. 
7.5 Public notice of meetings, subsequent 

changes. 
7.6 Certification and transcripts of closed 

meetings. 
7.7 Enforcement. 
7.8 Open meetings, Freedom of Information, 

and Privacy of Information. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 410; 5 U.S.C. 552b(a)– 
(m). 

SOURCE: 73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 7.1 Definitions. 
For purposes of §§ 7.2 through 7.8 of 

these bylaws: 
(a) The term Board means the Board 

of Governors, and any subdivision or 
committee of the Board authorized to 
take action on behalf of the Board. 

(b) The term meeting means the delib-
erations of at least the number of indi-
vidual members required to take ac-
tion on behalf of the Board under § 5.2 
or § 6.6 of these bylaws, where such de-
liberations determine or result in the 
joint conduct or disposition of the offi-
cial business of the Board. The term 
’’meeting’’ does not include any proce-
dural deliberations required or per-
mitted by §§ 6.1, 6.2, 7.4, or 7.5 of the by-
laws in this chapter, or the notation 
voting process described in § 6.7 of the 
bylaws in this chapter. 

[73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, as amended at 77 
FR 17334, Mar. 26, 2012] 

§ 7.2 Open meetings. 
(a) It is the policy of the United 

States, established in section 2 of the 
Government in the Sunshine Act, Pub-
lic Law 94–409, 90 Stat. 1241, that the 
public is entitled to the fullest prac-
ticable information regarding the deci-
sionmaking processes of the Federal 
Government. The Postal Service is 
charged to provide the public with this 
information while protecting the rights 
of individuals and the ability of the 
Government to carry out its respon-
sibilities. Accordingly, except as spe-
cifically permitted by statute, every 
portion of every meeting of the Board 
of Governors is open to public observa-
tion. 

(b) Except as provided in § 7.3 of these 
bylaws, every portion of every meeting 
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