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owner to submit a valid claim as pro-
vided in § 230.38. 

§ 230.36 Contraband and property sub-
ject to court order. 

Claims submitted with respect to 
property subject to this subpart, pos-
session of which is unlawful, must be 
denied, in writing, by certified mail, 
and the person submitting the claim 
must be accorded 45 days from the 
postmarked date to institute judicial 
proceedings to challenge the denial. If 
judicial proceedings are not instituted 
within 45 days, or any extension of 
time for good cause shown, the contra-
band property must be destroyed un-
less the Executive Special Agent in 
Charge, or a designee, determines that 
it should be placed in official use by 
the Office of Inspector General. Prop-
erty subject to this part, the disposi-
tion of which is involved in litigation 
or is subject to an order of court, must 
be disposed of as determined by the 
court. 

§ 230.37 Determination of type of prop-
erty. 

If the Office of Inspector General is 
unable to determine whether the per-
sonal property in its custody is aban-
doned or voluntarily abandoned, it 
shall contact the Office of Inspector 
General, Office of General Counsel for 
such a determination. 

§ 230.38 Disposition of abandoned 
property; additional period for fil-
ing claims. 

(a) Upon expiration of the time pro-
vided in §§ 230.32 and 230.34 for the filing 
of claims or any extension thereof, and 
without the receipt of a timely claim, 
the property described in the notice is 
considered abandoned and becomes the 
property of the Government. However, 
if the owner satisfies the requirements 
of paragraph (b) of this section, except 
for property described in § 230.36, such 
abandoned property must be returned 
to the owner if a valid claim is filed 
within three years from the date the 
property became abandoned, with the 
following qualifications: 

(1) Where property has been placed in 
official use by the Office of Inspector 
General, a person submitting a valid 
claim under this section must be reim-

bursed the fair market value of the 
property at the time title vested in the 
Office of Inspector General, less costs 
incurred in returning or attempting to 
return such property to the owner; or 

(2) Where property has been sold, a 
person submitting a valid claim under 
this section must be reimbursed the 
same amount as the last appraised 
value of the property prior to the sale 
of such property. 

(b) In order to present a valid claim 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
claimant must establish he or she had 
no actual or constructive notice that 
he or she was entitled to file a claim 
pursuant to § 230.32 or § 230.34 prior to 
the date the property became aban-
doned. Publication of a notice pursuant 
to § 230.34 provides constructive notice, 
unless a claimant can demonstrate cir-
cumstances that reasonably precluded 
his or her access to the published no-
tice. 

§ 230.39 Submission of claims. 

Claims submitted pursuant to this 
subpart must be submitted on Postal 
Service Form 1503, which may be ob-
tained from the Executive Special 
Agent in Charge who has custody of the 
property. 

§ 230.40 Determination of claims. 

Upon receipt of a claim under this 
subpart, the Office of Inspector General 
must conduct an investigation to de-
termine the merits of the claim. The 
results of the investigation must be 
submitted to the ruling official, who 
must approve or deny the claim by 
written decision, a copy of which must 
be forwarded to the claimant by cer-
tified mail. If the claim is granted, the 
conditions of relief and the procedures 
to be followed to obtain the relief shall 
be set forth. If the claim is denied, the 
claimant shall be advised of the reason 
for such denial. For claims involving 
firearms or contraband, the ruling offi-
cial shall consult with the Office of In-
spector General, Office of General 
Counsel prior to rendering a decision. 
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