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§79.95 Grantee
ments.

reporting require-

(a) VA may require grantees to pro-
vide, in such form as may be pre-
scribed, such reports or answers in
writing to specific questions, surveys,
or questionnaires as VA determines
necessary to carry out the Grant Pro-
gram.

(b) At least once per year, or at the
frequency set by VA, each grantee
must submit to VA a report containing
information relating to operational ef-
fectiveness; fiscal responsibility; legal
services grant agreement compliance;
and legal and regulatory compliance.
This report must include a breakdown
of how the grantee used the legal serv-
ices grant funds; the number of partici-
pants assisted; information on each
participant’s gender, age, race, and
service era; a description of the legal
services provided to each participant;
and any other information that VA re-
quests.

(c) VA may request additional re-
ports to allow VA to fully assess the
provision legal services under this part.

(d) Grantees must relate financial
data to performance data and develop
unit cost information whenever prac-
tical.

(e) All pages of the reports must cite
the assigned legal services grant num-
ber and be submitted in a timely man-
ner as set forth in the grant agree-
ment.

(f) Grantees must provide VA with
consent to post information from re-
ports on the internet and use such in-
formation in other ways deemed appro-
priate by VA. Grantees must clearly
redact information that is confidential
based on attorney-client privilege, un-
less that privilege has been waived by
the client.

(The Office of Management and Budget has
approved the information collection provi-
sions in this section under control number
2900-0905)

[87 FR 33041, June 1, 2022, as amended at 89
FR 89501, Nov. 13, 2024]
§79.100 Recordkeeping.

Grantees must ensure that records
are maintained for at least a 3-year pe-
riod to document compliance with this

§80.1

part. Grantees must produce such
records at VA’s request.

§79.105 Technical assistance.

VA will provide technical assistance,
as necessary, to applicants and grant-
ees to meet the requirements of this
part. Such technical assistance will be
provided either directly by VA or
through contracts with appropriate
public or non-profit private entities.

§79.110 Withholding, suspension,
deobligation, termination, and re-
covery of funds by VA.

VA will enforce this part through
such actions as may be appropriate.
Appropriate actions include with-
holding, suspension, deobligation, ter-
mination, recovery of funds by VA, and
actions in accordance with 2 CFR part
200.

§79.115 Legal services grant closeout
procedures.

Legal services grants will be closed
out in accordance with 2 CFR part 200.

PART 80—VETERAN AND SPOUSE
TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE
GRANT PROGRAM

Sec.
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80.6 Additional factors for selecting applica-
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80.7 Scoring and selection.

80.8 Disposition of applications.

80.9 Withdrawal of grant application.
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AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 501, 512; Pub. L. 116—
315, sec. 4304.

SOURCE: 89 FR 41316, May 13, 2024, unless
otherwise noted.
§80.1 Purpose and use of grant funds.

Sections 80.1 through 80.17 establish
the Veteran and Spouse Transitional
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§80.2

Assistance Grant Program (VSTAGP).
Under this program, VA may provide
grants to eligible organizations defined
in §80.2 to provide transition services
and intensive client centered case man-
agement services tailored to the
unique employment needs of program
participants to include, but not limited
to such services, such as resume assist-
ance, interview training, job recruit-
ment training and related services,
that will help in a successful transition
from military to civilian life.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304)

§80.2 Definitions.

For purposes of this part and any No-
tice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
issued pursuant to this part:

(a) Applicant means an organization
that submits an application for a

VSTAGP grant as announced in a
NOFO.
(b) Eligible recipient (organization)

means one of the following:

(1) State government;

(2) County government;

(3) Local government;

(4) Institution of Higher Education;

(5) Indian/Native American Tribal
government (federally recognized);

(6) Nonprofit organization; or

(7) Faith-based organization;

(c) State government means any of the
fifty States of the United States, the
District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, any territory or
possession of the United States, or any
agency or instrumentality of a State
government.

(d) County government means a coun-
ty government entity or any cor-
responding unit of government under
any other name in States that do not
have county organizations and, in
those States in which the county gov-
ernment does not have jurisdiction
over highways, any local government
unit vested with jurisdiction over local
highways.

(e) Local government means a govern-
ment entity for a county; borough; mu-
nicipality; city; town; township; par-
ish; local public authority (including
any public housing agency under the
United States Housing Act of 1937); spe-
cial district; school district; intrastate
district; council of governments,
whether or not incorporated as a non-

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-25 Edition)

profit corporation under state law; and
any other agency or instrumentality of
a multi-regional, intra-State or local
government.

(f) Inmstitution of Higher Education
(IHE) means—

(1) An educational institution in any
State that—

(i) Admits as regular students only
persons having a certificate of gradua-
tion from a school providing secondary
education, or the recognized equivalent
of such a certificate, or persons who
meet the requirements of 20 U.S.C.
1091(d);

(ii) Is legally authorized within such
State to provide a program of edu-
cation beyond secondary education;

(iii) Provides an educational program
for which the institution awards a
bachelor’s degree or provides not less
than a 2-year program that is accept-
able for full credit toward such a de-
gree, or awards a degree that is accept-
able for admission to a graduate or pro-
fessional degree program, subject to re-
view and approval by the Secretary of
Education;

(iv) Is a public or other nonprofit in-
stitution; and

(v) Is accredited by a nationally rec-
ognized accrediting agency or associa-
tion, or if not so accredited, is an insti-
tution that has been granted pre-ac-
creditation status by such an agency or
association that has been recognized by
the Secretary of Education for the
granting of pre-accreditation status,
and such Secretary has determined
that there is satisfactory assurance
that the institution will meet the ac-
creditation standards of such an agen-
cy or association within a reasonable
time;

(2) Any school that provides not less
than a 1-year program of training to
prepare students for gainful employ-
ment in a recognized occupation and
that meets the provision of paragraphs
(H)(1)(), (i), (iv) and (v) of this section;
and

(3) A public or nonprofit private edu-
cational institution in any State that,
in lieu of the requirement in paragraph
(H)(1)([1) of this section, admits as reg-
ular students individuals—

(i) Who are beyond the age of compul-
sory school attendance in the State in
which the institution is located; or
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(ii) Who will be dually or concur-
rently enrolled in the institution and a
secondary school.

(g) Indian/Native American Tribal gov-
ernment (federally recogniced) means a
governing body of a tribe, band, pueblo,
community, village, or group of native
American Indians, or Alaska Natives,
that qualifies as an Indian tribal gov-
ernment upon a determination by the
Internal Revenue Service that the gov-
erning body exercises governmental
functions.

(h) Nonprofit organization means any
corporation, trust, association, cooper-
ative, or other organization, not in-
cluding IHEs, that:

(1) Is operated primarily for sci-
entific, educational, service, chari-
table, or similar purposes in the public
interest;

(2) Is not organized primarily for
profit; and

(3) Uses net proceeds to maintain,
improve, or expand the operations of
the organization. In accordance with
section 18 of the Lobbying Disclosure
Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-65) (codified at
2 U.S.C. 1611), non-profit entities incor-
porated under section 501(c)(4) of the
Internal Revenue Code that engage in
lobbying activities are not eligible to
receive Federal funds or grants. (Note:
After receiving a grant, such organiza-
tion must not engage in any activities,
including awareness-raising or advo-
cacy activities, that include fund-
raising for, or lobbying of, U.S. Fed-
eral, State, or local governments (see 2
CFR 200.450 for more information).)

(1) Faith-based organization means a
nonprofit organization that is affili-
ated with, supported by, or based on a
religion or religious group.

(j) Grantee means an applicant that is
awarded a grant under this part.

(k) In-demand industry sector or occu-
pation means:

(1) An industry sector that has a sub-
stantial current or potential impact
(including through jobs that lead to
economic self-sufficiency and opportu-
nities for advancement) on the State,
regional, or local economy, as appro-
priate, and that contributes to the
growth or stability of other supporting
businesses, or the growth of other in-
dustry sectors; or

§80.3

(2) An occupation that currently has
or is projected to have a number of po-
sitions (including positions that lead to
economic self-sufficiency and opportu-
nities for advancement) in an industry
sector so as to have a significant im-
pact on the State, regional, or local
economy, as appropriate.

(1) Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) means a Notice of Funding Op-
portunity published by VA at
Grants.gov (hitps://www.grants.gov)
alerting eligible entities of the avail-
ability of VSTAGP grants and con-
taining information about the
VSTAGP grant application process in
accordance with §80.4.

(m) Grant agreement means a legal in-
strument of financial assistance be-
tween a Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity and a non-Federal
entity that is consistent with 31 U.S.C.
6302 and 6304.

(n) Participant means a former mem-
ber of the U.S. Armed Forces who was
separated, retired, or discharged from
the U.S. Armed Forces, or spouse of
such former member, who receives
services for which a VSTAGP grant is
awarded.

(0) Spouse means an individual law-
fully married to a former member of
the U.S. Armed Forces who was sepa-
rated, retired, or discharged from the
U.S. Armed Forces.

(p) Covered public health emergency
means an emergency with respect to
COVID-19 declared by a Federal, State,
or local authority in accordance with
Public Law 1174, sec. 2(e)(3).

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304)

§80.3 Grants—general.

(a) Grants. VA will award VSTAGP
grants to eligible applicants selected
under §80.8(a)(1).

(b) Maximum amounts. The maximum
amount to be awarded to each grantee
and the total maximum amount for all
grants will be specified in the annually
published NOFO.

(c) Number of grants awarded. The
number of grants VA will award will
depend on the total amount of grant
funding available at VA’s discretion
and the funding amount awarded to
each grantee, which is based on each
grantee’s proposal.
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§80.4

(d) Grant award limitation. An eligible
entity may receive only one VSTAGP
grant, and only one VSTAGP grant will
be awarded in any one location as spec-
ified in the NOFO.

(e) Period of performance. VSTAGP
grants will be awarded for a maximum
period of 5 years, beginning on the date
on which the VSTAGP grants are
awarded. They will not be extended or
renewed.

(f) Amount of grant. A grant under
this section shall be in an amount that
does not exceed 50% of the amount re-
quired by the organization to provide
the services described in §80.1.

(g) No participant charges. A grantee
may not charge any participants a fee
for services provided by the grantee or
require any participants to participate
in other activities sponsored by the
grantee as a condition of receiving
services for which the VSTAGP grant
is made.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304)

§80.4 Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO).

When funds are available for
VSTAGP grants, VA will publish a
NOFO at Grants.gov (hittps://

www.grants.gov). The NOFO will iden-
tify:

(a) The location for obtaining
VSTAGP grant applications, including
the specific forms that will be required;

(b) The date, time, and place for sub-
mitting completed VSTAGP grant ap-
plications;

(c) Priority population categories;

(d) The estimated total amount of
funds available and the maximum
funds available to a single grantee;

(e) Matching funds requirements;

(f) The minimum number of total
points and points per category that an
applicant must receive to be considered
for a grant and information regarding
the scoring process;

(g) Any timeframes and manner for
payments under the VSTAGP grant;

(h) A description of eligible entities
or other eligibility requirements nec-
essary to receive the grant; and

(i) Other information necessary for
the VSTAGP grant application process,
as determined by VA, including con-

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-25 Edition)

tact information for the office that will
oversee the VSTAGP within VA.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.5 Applications.

To apply for a grant, an eligible enti-
ty must submit a complete application
package to VA, as described in the
NOFO. There will be a limit of one ap-
plication per submitting organization
serving the same participant popu-
lation and in the same geographic serv-
ice area. Applications will be accepted
only through www.grants.gov.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 2900-8080,
4040-0006, 4040-0010, and 4040-0013)

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.6 Additional factors for selecting
applications.

(a) Applicant’s performance on prior
award. VA may consider the appli-
cant’s noncompliance with require-
ments applicable to prior VA or other
agency awards as reflected in past
written evaluation reports and memo-
randa on performance and the com-
pleteness of required prior submissions.

(b) Applicant’s fiscal integrity. Appli-
cants must meet and maintain stand-
ards of fiscal integrity for participa-
tion in Federal grant programs as re-
flected in 2 CFR 200.205.

(c) Priority preference. Priority pref-
erence will be given to organizations
that either provide multiple forms of
services or are located in a State with:

(1) A high rate of unemployment
among Veterans;

(2) A high rate of usage of unemploy-
ment benefits for recently separated
members of the Armed Forces; or

(3) A labor force or economy that has
been significantly impacted by a cov-
ered public health emergency.

(d) Risk assessment evaluation. VA will
conduct a formal assessment, prior to
award, of the applicant’s financial ca-
pability, adequacy of accounting sys-
tem, and internal controls to assess the
risk posed by each applicant.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)
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§80.7 Scoring and selection.

(a) Scoring. VA will only score com-
plete applications received from eligi-
ble applicants by the deadline estab-
lished in the NOFO. The applications
must meet the minimum criteria set
forth in the NOFO and will be scored as
specified in the NOFO, as set forth in
§80.4.

(b) Selection of recipients. All complete
applications will be scored using the
criteria in paragraph (a) of this section
and ranked in order of highest to low-
est total score. NOFO announcements
may also clarify the selection criteria
in paragraph (a) of this section. The
relative weight (point value) for each
criterion will be specified in the NOFO.
VA will award VSTAGP grants on the
primary basis of the scores but will
also consider additional factors listed
in §80.6.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.8 Disposition of applications.

(a) Disposition of applications. Upon
review of an application and dependent
on the availability of funds, VA will:

(1) Approve the application for fund-
ing, in whole or in part, for such
amount of funds, and subject to such
conditions that VA deems necessary or
desirable;

(2) Determine that the application is
of acceptable quality for funding, in
that it meets minimum criteria, but
disapprove the application for funding
because it does not rank sufficiently
high in relation to other applications
to qualify for an award based on the
level of funding available, or for an-
other reason as provided in the deci-
sion document; or

(3) Defer action on the application for
such reasons as lack of funds or a need
for further review.

(b) Notification of disposition. VA will
notify the applicant in writing of the
disposition of the application. A signed
grant agreement form, as defined in
§80.10, will be issued to the applicant of
an approved application.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.12

§80.9 Withdrawal of grant application.

Applicants may withdraw a VSTAGP
application submitted through
Grants.gov by writing to the specified
VA point of contact. An applicant must
provide a rationale for the withdrawal
request as specified in the NOFO.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.10 Grant agreement.

(a) VA will draft a VSTAGP grant
agreement to be executed by VA and
the grantee.

(b) The VSTAGP grant agreement
will provide that the grantee agrees to,
and will ensure that each subgrantee
(if applicable) agrees to:

(1) Operate the project in accordance
with this part and the terms of the
agreement.

(2) Abide by the Uniform Administra-
tive Requirements, Cost Principles,
and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards under 2 CFR parts 25, 170, and
200 if applicable.

(3) Comply with such other terms and
conditions, including recordkeeping
and reports for project monitoring and
evaluation purposes, as VA may estab-
lish for purposes of carrying out the
VSTAGP effectively and efficiently
and as described in the NOFO; and

(4) Provide any necessary additional
information requested by VA in the
manner and timeframe specified by VA.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.11 Payments under the grant.

(a) Payments. Grantees are to be paid
in accordance with the timeframes and
manner set forth in the NOFO.

(b) Availability of grant funds. Federal
financial assistance will become avail-
able subsequent to the effective date of
the grant as set forth in the grant
agreement. Recipients will not be re-
imbursed for costs resulting from obli-
gations incurred before the effective
date of the grant.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR

200.203)

§80.12 Grantee
ments.

(a) Quarterly reports. All grantees
must submit to VA quarterly reports,

reporting require-
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§80.13

as required in the NOFO, within 30 days
after the last day of each quarter based
on the Federal fiscal year—with the
first report due not later than 30 days
after the last day of the quarter for
which a grant is paid under this part—
which includes the following informa-
tion:

(1) Record of time and resources ex-
pended in outreach activities and the
methods used;

(2) The number of participants
served, including demographics of this
population;

(3) Types of assistance provided;

(4) A full accounting of VSTAGP
grant funds received from VA and used
or unused funds during the quarter; and

(5) Results of routine monitoring and
any project variations.

(b) Final report. Per 2 CFR 200.344, all
grantees must submit to VA, not later
than 120 days after the last day of the
grant period (as defined in the NOFO)
for which a grant is awarded under this
part, a final report that meets the re-
quirement set forth in the NOFO. The
last quarterly performance and finan-
cial report received will be recorded as
the final report. The financial report
shall be noted as ‘“Final” on the SF-425
Federal Financial Report.

(c) Additional reports. VA may request
additional reports to allow VA to as-
sess project accountability and effec-
tiveness. In addition, recipients are re-
quired to participate in a VA-led eval-
uation if selected, which may be car-
ried out by a third-party on behalf of
VA.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2900-0928
(Quarterly Performance Reports), 4040-0014,
and 2900-0929 (Additional Reports))
(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.13 Termination of grant; recovery
of funds.

(a) Termination of grant. VA may ter-
minate a grant agreement with any
VSTAGP grantee that does not comply
with the terms of the VSTAGP agree-
ment.

(b) Recovery of funds. VA may recover
from the grantee any funds paid if the
grantee violates the grant agreement
or may recover any funds that have not
been used in accordance with a

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-25 Edition)

VSTAGP grant agreement. If VA de-
cides to recover funds, VA will issue
the grantee a notice of intent to re-
cover VSTAGP grant funds. The grant-
ee will then have 30 days from the date
of the notice to submit documentation
demonstrating why the VSTAGP grant
funds should not be recovered. If the
VSTAGP grantee does not respond or if
the grantee responds, but VA deter-
mines the documentation is insuffi-
cient to establish compliance, VA will
make a final determination to recover
the VSTAGP grant funds. If VA deter-
mines that the grantee did not violate
the grant agreement, VA will make a
final determination not to recover the
grant funds.

(c) Prohibition of further payment of
grant funds. When VA determines that
action will be taken to recover grant
funds from a grantee, the grantee will
be prohibited from receiving any fur-
ther VSTAGP grant funds under this
part until the grant funds are recov-
ered and the condition that led to the
recovery of the grant funds is resolved,
unless the grant agreement has been
terminated. If the grant agreement has
been terminated, no future payments
would be issued upon recovery.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.14 Compliance review

ments.

require-

(a) Site wvisits. VA will conduct, as
needed, site visits to grantee locations
to review grantee accomplishments
and management control systems.

(b) Inspections. VA will conduct, as
needed, inspections of grantee records
to determine compliance with the pro-
visions of this part. All visits and eval-
uations will be performed with mini-
mal disruption to the grantee to the
extent practicable.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.203)

§80.15 Financial management.

(a) Compliance. All recipients will
comply with applicable requirements
of the Single Audit Act Amendments of
1996, as implemented by 2 CFR part 200.

(b) Financial Management. All grant-
ees must use a financial management
system that complies with 2 CFR part
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200. Grantees must meet the applicable
requirements of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget’s regulations on Cost
Principles at 2 CFR 200.400 through
200.475.

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.400 through 200.475)

§80.16 Recordkeeping.

Grantees must ensure that records
are maintained in accordance with 2

§80.17

CFR 200.337. Grantees must produce
such records at VA’s request.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2900-0930 (Rec-
ordkeeping))

(Authority: Pub. L. 116-315, sec. 4304; 2 CFR
200.337)

§80.17 Non-appealability of
award decisions.

grant
Grant award decisions are discre-

tionary and are not subject to appeal
to any VA official or board.

PARTS 81-199 [RESERVED]
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