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Diagnostic
code No.

Visceral Leishmaniasis ........... 6301

Visceroptosis ...... 7342

Vision: see also Blindness and Loss of

One eye 5/200 (1.5/60), with visual acuity of other eye:

5/200 (1.5/60) . . 6071

10/200 (3/60); 15/200 (4. 5/60) 20/200 (6/60) ....... 6072

20/100 (6/30); 20/70 (6/21); 20/50 (6/15) .............. 6073

20/40 (6/12) 6074
One eye 10/200 (3/60), with wsual acuity of other eye:

10/200 (3/60); 15/200 (4.5/60); 20/200 (6/60) ....... 6075

20/100 (6/30); 20/70 (6/21); 20/50 (6/15) .............. 6076

20/40 (6/12) . 6077
One eye 15/200 (4.5/60), with V|sua| acuity of other eye

15/200 (4.5/60) or 20/200 (6/60) ........ 6075

20/100 (6/30); 20/70 (6/21); 20/50 (6/15) .............. 6076

20/40 (6/12) 6077
One eye 20/200 (6/60), with V|sual acuity of other eye:

20/200 (6/60) 6075

20/100 (6/30); 20/70 (6/21) 20/50 (6/1 1) JR— 6076

20/40 (6/12) . 6077
One eye 20/100 (6/30), with wsual acuity of other eye: and other eye

20/100 (6/30); 20/70 (6/21); 20/50 (6/15) .............. 6078

20/40 (6/12) 6079
One eye 20/70 (6/21), with V|sual acuny of other eye:

20/70 (6/21) or 20/50 (6/15) ............... 6078

20/40 (6/12) 6079
One eye 20/50 (6/15), with wsual acuny of other eye:

20/50 (6/15) 6078

20/40 (6/12) 6079
Each eye 20/40 (6/12) 6079

Vitiligo 7823

Vulva or clitoris, dlsease or |nJury (o] SR 7610

Weak foot ........... 5277

West Nile virus infection .......... 6335

[72 FR 13003, Mar. 20, 2007, as amended at 73 FR 54708, 54712, Sept. 23, 2008; 73 FR 69554, Nov.
19, 2008; 74 FR 18467, Apr. 23, 2009; 77 FR 6467, Feb. 8, 2012; 79 FR 45103, Aug. 4, 2014; 82 FR 36085,
Aug. 3, 2017; 82 FR 50807, Nov. 2, 2017; 83 FR 15073, Apr. 9, 2018; 83 FR 15323, Apr. 10, 2018; 83
FR 32601, July 13, 2018; 83 FR 54259, Oct. 29, 2018; 84 FR 28234, June 18, 2019; 85 FR 76467, Nov.
30, 2020; 85 FR 85523, Dec. 29, 2020; 86 FR 8143, Feb. 4, 2021; 86 FR 54088, 54097, Sept. 30, 2021,

89 FR 19752, Mar. 20, 2024]

PART 5—ADMINISTRATIVE PROCE-
DURES:GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS

Sec.

5.0 Purpose.

5.10 Definitions relating to guidance docu-
ments.

5.15 Procedures for issuing guidance docu-
ments.

5.20 Procedures for petition for the with-
drawal or modification of a guidance doc-
ument

5.25 Guidance website.

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 501; E.O. 12866, 58 FR
51735, 3 CFR, 1993 Comp., p. 638.

SOURCE: 85 FR 72570, Nov. 13, 2020, unless
otherwise noted.
§5.0 Purpose.

This part provides the Department of
Veterans Affairs’ (VA’s) processes and

procedures for issuing and managing
guidance documents.

[86 FR 30184, June 7, 2021]

§5.10 Definitions relating to guidance
documents.

The following definitions apply to
§§5.0 through 5.25.

Guidance document means an agency
statement of general applicability (i.e.,
it applies to more than just one person,
event, or transaction), that is intended
to have a future effect on the behavior
or actions of regulated parties (to in-
clude non-VA actors), and that sets
forth a policy on a statutory, regu-
latory, or technical issue, or an inter-
pretation of a statute or regulation. A
guidance document does not include
the following:
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Department of Veterans Affairs

(1) Rules promulgated pursuant to
notice and comment under section 553
of title 5, United States Code, or simi-
lar statutory provisions;

(2) Rules exempt from rulemaking re-
quirements under section 5563(a) of title
5, United States Code;

(3) Rules of agency organization, pro-
cedure, or practice;

(4) Decisions of agency adjudications
under section 554 of title 5, United
States Code, or similar statutory pro-
visions;

(5) Internal guidance directed to the
issuing agency or other agencies that
is not intended to have substantial fu-
ture effect on the behavior of regulated
parties; or

(6) Internal executive branch legal
advice or legal opinions addressed to
executive branch officials.

Significant guidance document means a
guidance document that the Adminis-
trator of the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs determines is rea-
sonably anticipated to:

(1) Lead to an annual effect on the
economy of $100 million or more or ad-
versely affect in a material way the
economy, a sector of the economy, pro-
ductivity, competition, jobs, the envi-
ronment, public health or safety, or
State, local, or tribal governments or
communities;

(2) Create a serious inconsistency or
otherwise interfere with an action
taken or planned by another agency;

(3) Materially alter the budgetary
impact of entitlements, grants, user
fees, or loan programs or the rights and
obligations of recipients thereof; or

(4) Raise novel legal or policy issues
arising out of legal mandates, the
President’s priorities, or the principles
of Executive Order 12866.

VA means the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

§5.15 Procedures for issuing guidance
documents.

(a) General. (1) Each guidance docu-
ment should clearly and prominently
state that it does not bind the public,
except as authorized by law or as incor-
porated into a contract. * * * Guidance
documents may include the following
or similar disclaimer language: The
contents of this document do not have
the force and effect of law and are not

§5.15

meant to bind the public in any way.
This document is intended only to pro-
vide clarity to the public regarding ex-
isting requirements under the law or
agency policies.

(2) Each guidance document should
include the following information in
the published guidance document:

(i) The term guidance;

(ii) The agency or office issuing the
document;

(iii) To what and to whom the docu-
ment applies;

(iv) The date of issuance;

(v) The title and unique identifica-
tion number of the document;

(vi) Citation to statutory or regu-
latory authority that the guidance doc-
ument interprets or applies;

(vii) A short summary of the subject
matter covered at the beginning of the
guidance document; and

(viii) As applicable, the guidance doc-
ument being revised or replaced.

(b) Significant guidance documents. VA
will refer to the Administrator of the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs (OIRA) within the Office of
Management and Budget, or the Ad-
ministrator’s designee, the question of
whether a guidance document is sig-
nificant. Significant guidance docu-
ments should contain the disclaimer
and information described in paragraph
(a) of this section. Additionally, unless
the Administrator of OIRA, pursuant
to review under E.O. 12866, and VA
agree that exigency, safety, health, or
other compelling cause warrants an ex-
emption, the following additional pro-
cedures apply:

(1) The Secretary or a VA component
head appointed by the President (with
or without confirmation by the Sen-
ate), or by an official who is serving in
an acting capacity as either of the fore-
going, must approve any significant
guidance document prior to issuance.
This approval authority is not dele-
gable.

(2) Significant guidance documents
must be submitted to OIRA for review
under Executive Order 12866 prior to
issuance.
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§5.20

(3) Significant guidance documents
must comply with the applicable re-
quirements set forth in Executive Or-
ders 12866, 13563, and 13609.

[85 FR 72570, Nov. 13, 2021, as amended at 86
FR 30184, June 7, 2021]

§5.20 Procedures for petition for the
withdrawal or modification of a
guidance document.

Petitions for withdrawal or modification
of a guidance document. The following
procedures apply for the public to peti-
tion for withdrawal or modification of
a guidance document.

(a) A member of the public wishing to
petition for withdrawal or modification
of a guidance document may submit
such petition via email to:
OEIDMO@uva.gov. Petitions may also be
mailed to the following address: Office
of Policy and Interagency Collabora-
tion, Office of Enterprise Integration,
810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20420.

(b) A petition for withdrawal or
modification of a guidance document
must contain the following informa-
tion:

(1) The petitioner’s name and ad-
dress;

(2) Information identifying the guid-
ance document to which the petition
pertains;

(3) A statement of the reasons the pe-
titioner believes the document should
be withdrawn or modified.

(c) VA will seek to provide a response
to a petition within 90 days of receipt
of the request.

[86 FR 72570, Nov. 13, 2021, as amended at 86
FR 30184, June 7, 2021]

§5.25 Guidance website.

VA has a guidance website that con-
tains, or links to, guidance documents
that are currently in effect. The
website can be found at the following
address: wWWW.va.gov/orpm/
va_guidance_documents.asp.

[86 FR 30184, June 7, 2021]

PART 6—UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURANCE

AGE

Sec.
6.1 Misstatement of age.

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-25 Edition)

PREMIUMS

6.2 Premium rate.

POLICIES
6.3 Incontestability of United States Gov-
ernment life insurance.
BENEFICIARY OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
LIFE INSURANCE

6.4 Proof of age, relationship and marriage.
6.5 Conditional designation of beneficiary.
6.6 Change of beneficiary.

6.7 Claims of creditors, taxation.

OPTIONAL SETTLEMENT

6.8 Selection, revocation and election.
6.9 Election of optional settlement by bene-
ficiary.
6.10 Options.
DIVIDENDS
6.11 How dividends are paid.
6.12 Special dividends.
LOANS

6.13 Policy loans.

CASH VALUE

6.14 Cash value; other than special endow-
ment at age 96 plan policy.

6.15 Cash value; special endowment at age
96 plan policy.

6.16 Payment of cash value in monthly in-
stallments.

INDEBTEDNESS

6.17 Collection of any indebtedness.

TOTAL PERMANENT DISABILITY BENEFITS
6.18 Other disabilities deemed to be total
and permanent.
DEATH BENEFITS
6.19 Evidence to establish death of the in-
sured.

DETERMINATION OF LIABILITY UNDER SEC-
TIONS 302 AND 313, WORLD WAR VETERANS’
AcT, 1924, SECTIONS 607 AND 602(v)(2), NA-
TIONAL SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE ACT, 1940,
AS AMENDED, AND SECTIONS 1921 AND 1957 OF
TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE

6.20 Jurisdiction.
APPEALS
6.21 Guardian: definition and authority.

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1940-1963, 1981-
1988, unless otherwise noted.
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