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§4.76

§4.76 Visual acuity.

(a) Examination of visual acuity. Ex-
amination of visual acuity must in-
clude the central uncorrected and cor-
rected visual acuity for distance and
near vision using Snellen’s test type or
its equivalent.

(b) Ewaluation of visual acuity. (1)
Evaluate central visual acuity on the
basis of corrected distance vision with
central fixation, even if a central sco-
toma is present. However, when the
lens required to correct distance vision
in the poorer eye differs by more than
three diopters from the lens required to
correct distance vision in the better
eye (and the difference is not due to
congenital or developmental refractive
error), and either the poorer eye or
both eyes are service connected, evalu-
ate the visual acuity of the poorer eye
using either its uncorrected or cor-
rected visual acuity, whichever results
in better combined visual acuity.

(2) Provided that he or she custom-
arily wears contact lenses, evaluate
the visual acuity of any individual af-
fected by a corneal disorder that re-
sults in severe irregular astigmatism
that can be improved more by contact
lenses than by eyeglass lenses, as cor-
rected by contact lenses.

(3) In any case where the examiner
reports that there is a difference equal
to two or more scheduled steps between
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near and distance corrected vision,
with the near vision being worse, the
examination report must include at
least two recordings of near and dis-
tance corrected vision and an expla-
nation of the reason for the difference.
In these cases, evaluate based on cor-
rected distance vision adjusted to one
step poorer than measured.

(4) To evaluate the impairment of
visual acuity where a claimant has a
reported visual acuity that is between
two sequentially listed visual acuities,
use the visual acuity which permits the
higher evaluation.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155)
[73 FR 66549, Nov. 10, 2008]

§4.76a Computation of average con-
centric contraction of visual fields.

TABLE Ill—NORMAL VISUAL FIELD EXTENT AT 8
PRINCIPAL MERIDIANS

-~ Normal de-
Meridian grees

Temporally ... 85
Down temporally .........cccoovevrienininiceceeeeen 85
Down ........... 65
Down nasally 50
Nasally ......... 60
Up nasally .. . 55
Up 45
Up temporally 55
Total .. 500
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68°

113°

UPWARD

113°

TS-19

Example of computation of concen-
tric contraction under the schedule
with abnormal findings taken from
Figure 1.
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Loss Degrees
Temporally .......cccooeiiiiiicccce 55
Down temporally 55
DOWN i 45
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§4.77

Loss Degrees
Down nasally 30
Nasally ......... 40
Up nasally .. . 35
Up 25
Up temporally 35
Total l0SS ..o 320

Remaining field 500° minus 320° = 180°. 180° + 8 = 222°
average concentric contraction.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155)

[43 FR 45352, Oct. 2, 1978, as amended at 73 FR
66549, Nov. 10, 2008]

§4.77 Visual fields.

(a) Examination of visual fields. Exam-
iners must use either Goldmann Ki-
netic perimetry or automated perim-
etry using Humphrey Model 750, Octo-
pus Model 101, or later versions of these
perimetric devices with simulated Kki-
netic Goldmann testing capability. For
phakic (normal) individuals, as well as
for pseudophakic or aphakic individ-
uals who are well adapted to intra-
ocular lens implant or contact lens cor-
rection, visual field examinations must
be conducted using a standard target
size and luminance, which is
Goldmann’s equivalent III/4e. For
aphakic individuals not well adapted to
contact lens correction or
pseudophakic individuals not well
adapted to intraocular lens implant,
visual field examinations must be con-
ducted using Goldmann’s equivalent
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IV/4e. The examiner must document
the results for at least 16 meridians
22% degrees apart for each eye and in-
dicate the Goldmann equivalent used.
See Table III for the normal extent (in
degrees) of the visual fields at the 8
principal meridians (45 degrees apart).
When the examiner indicates that addi-
tional testing is necessary to evaluate
visual fields, the additional testing
must be conducted using either a tan-
gent screen or a 30-degree threshold
visual field with the Goldmann III
stimulus size. The examination report
must document the results of either
the tangent screen or of the 30-degree
threshold visual field with the
Goldmann III stimulus size.

(b) Evaluation of visual fields. Deter-
mine the average concentric contrac-
tion of the visual field of each eye by
measuring the remaining visual field
(in degrees) at each of eight principal
meridians 45 degrees apart, adding
them, and dividing the sum by eight.

(c) Combination of visual field defect
and decreased visual acuity. To deter-
mine the evaluation for visual impair-
ment when both decreased visual acu-
ity and visual field defect are present
in one or both eyes and are service con-
nected, separately evaluate the visual
acuity and visual field defect (ex-
pressed as a level of visual acuity), and
combine them under the provisions of
§4.25.
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