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(3) The individual or VA may ask the
school to verify the individual’s reports
of changes in training.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2141)

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2900-0156)

§21.5816 False or fraudulent claims.

Each individual, or school officer or
official shall be subject to civil pen-
alties or criminal penalties, or both,
under applicable Federal law for sub-
mitting a false or fraudulent report, re-
vision to a report, or verification of ac-
curacy of a report used to support an
individual’s claim, even though the re-
port or verification is provided gratu-
itously or voluntarily to VA.

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3729-3731, 18 U.S.C. 1001)

PAYMENTS—EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE
AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE

§21.5820 Educational assistance.

(a) Educational assistance. Edu-
cational assistance will be paid to
cover the educational expenses in-
curred by an eligible servicemember,
veteran, spouse, surviving spouse or de-
pendent child while attending an ac-
credited institution. Educational as-
sistance payments will be made to the
eligible individual.

(1) The educational expenses are lim-
ited to—

(i) Tuition,

(ii) Fees,

(iii) Cost of books,

(iv) Laboratory fees, and

(v) Shop fees for consumable mate-
rials used as part of classroom or lab-
oratory instruction.

(2) Educational expenses may not ex-
ceed those normally incurred by stu-
dents at the same educational institu-
tion who are not eligible for benefits
from the educational assistance test
program.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2143(a))

(b) Amount of educational assistance.
(1) The amount of educational assist-
ance will be adjusted annually by regu-
lation. For the 2003-04 standard aca-
demic year the amount of this assist-
ance may not exceed $4,219.
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(2) The amount of educational assist-
ance payable to a servicemember, vet-
eran, spouse or dependent child of a liv-
ing servicemember or veteran for an
enrollment period will be the lesser of
the following:

(i) The total charges for educational
expenses the eligible individual incurs
during the enrollment period, or

(ii) For the 2003-04 standard academic
year an amount determined by:

(A) Multiplying the number of whole
months in the enrollment period by
$468.78 for a full-time student or by
$234.39 for a part-time student;

(B) Multiplying any additional days
in the enrollment period by $15.63 for a
full-time student or by $7.81 for a part-
time student; and

(C) Adding the two results. If the en-
rollment period is as long as or longer
than the standard academic year, this
amount will be decreased by 2 cents for
a full-time student and decreased by 1
cent for a part-time student.

(3) The amount of educational assist-
ance payable to each surviving spouse
or dependent child of a deceased serv-
icemember or veteran for an enroll-
ment period will be the lesser of the
following:

(i) The total charges for educational
expenses the eligible individual incurs
during the enrollment period, or

(ii) For the 2003-04 standard academic
year an amount determined by:

(A) Multiplying the number of whole
months in the enrollment period by
$468.78 for a full-time student or by
$234.39 for a part-time student;

(B) Multiplying any additional days
in the enrollment period by $15.63 for a
full-time student or by $7.81 for a part-
time student; and

(C) Adding the two results. If the en-
rollment period is as long as or longer
than a standard academic year, this
amount will be decreased by 2 cents for
a full-time student and decreased by 1
cent for a part-time student; and

(D) Dividing the amount determined
in paragraph (b)(3)(ii)(C) of this section
by the number of the deceased vet-
eran’s dependents receiving edu-
cational assistance for that enrollment
period. If one or more dependents is re-
ceiving educational assistance for part
of the enrollment period, the amount
calculated in paragraph (b)(3)(ii)(C)
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will be prorated on a daily basis. The
amount for each day when more than
one dependent is receiving educational
assistance will be divided by the num-
ber of dependents receiving educational
assistance on that day. The total
amount for the days when only one de-
pendent is receiving educational assist-
ance will not be divided.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2143, 2145)

(c) Time of educational assistance pay-
ments. VA will make payments of edu-
cational assistance at the end of the
first month of each semester, quarter
or term in which the individual is enti-
tled to such a payment, provided VA
receives a timely enrollment certifi-
cation. If VA receives the enrollment
certification so late that payment can-
not be made at the end of the month in
which the individual is enrolled, VA
will make payment as soon as prac-
ticable.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2143)
[61 FR 27026, July 29, 1986]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §21.5820, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and at www.govinfo.gov.

§21.5822 Subsistence allowance.

(a) Subsistence allowance. Except as
provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, VA will pay subsistence allow-
ance to a veteran, spouse, surviving
spouse or dependent child during any
period for which he or she is entitled to
educational assistance. No subsistence
allowance is payable to:

(1) A servicemember, even if he or she
is entitled to educational assistance, or

(2) A spouse or dependent child of a
servicemember, even if the spouse or
dependent child is entitled to edu-
cational assistance.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2144(a))

(b) Amount of subsistence allowance. (1)
The following rules govern the amount
of subsistence allowance payable to
veterans and to spouses and dependent
children of veterans who are alive dur-
ing the period for which subsistence al-
lowance is payable. As stated in para-
graph (a) of this section, these amounts
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are payable only for periods during
which the veterans, spouses or depend-
ent children are entitled to educational
assistance.

(i) If a person is pursuing a course of
instruction on a full-time basis, his or
her subsistence allowance is $1,051 per
month for training pursued during the
2003-04 academic year.

(ii) If a person is pursuing a course of
instruction on other than a full-time
basis, his or her subsistence allowance
is $5625.50 per month for training pur-
sued during the 2003-04 academic year.

(iii) If a person does not pursue a
course of instruction for a complete
month VA will prorate the subsistence
allowance for that month on the basis
of 1/30th of the monthly rate for each
day the person is pursuing the course.

(2) The following rules govern the
amount of subsistence allowance pay-
able to surviving spouses and depend-
ent children of deceased veterans and
servicemembers.

(i) VA will determine the monthly
rate of subsistence allowance payable
to a person for a day during which he
or she is pursuing a course of instruc-
tion full-time during the 2003-04 aca-
demic year by dividing $1,061 per
month by the number of the deceased
veteran’s dependents pursuing a course
of instruction on that day.

(ii) VA will determine the monthly
rate of subsistence allowance payable
to a person for a day during which he
or she is pursuing a course of instruc-
tion on other than a full-time basis
during the 2003-04 academic year by di-
viding $525.50 per month by the number
of the deceased veteran’s dependents
pursuing a course of instruction on
that day.

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2144, 2145)

(iii) The total amount of subsistence
allowance payable to a person for a
month is the sum of the person’s daily
rates for the month.

(c) Time of subsistence allowance pay-
ments. VA will make payments of sub-
sistence allowance on the first day of
the month following the month for
which subsistence allowance is due,
provided that VA receives a timely en-
rollment certification. If VA receives
the enrollment certification so late
that payment cannot be made on the
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