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38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–25 Edition) § 17.35 

HOSPITAL OR NURSING HOME CARE AND 
MEDICAL SERVICES IN FOREIGN COUN-
TRIES 

§ 17.35 Hospital care and outpatient 
services in foreign countries. 

(a) Under the VA Foreign Medical 
Program, VA may furnish hospital care 
and outpatient services to any veteran 
outside of the United States, without 
regard to the veteran’s citizenship: 

(1) If necessary for treatment of a 
service-connected disability, or any 
disability associated with and held to 
be aggravating a service-connected dis-
ability; 

(2) If the care and services are fur-
nished to a veteran participating in a 
rehabilitation program under 38 U.S.C. 
chapter 31 who requires care and serv-
ices for the reasons enumerated in 
§ 17.47(i)(2). 

(b) Under the Foreign Medical Pro-
gram, the care and services authorized 
under paragraph (a) of this section are 
available in the Republic of the Phil-
ippines to a veteran who meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. VA may also provide outpatient 
services to a veteran referenced in 
paragraph (a)(1) in the VA outpatient 
clinic in Manila for the treatment of 
such veteran’s service-connected condi-
tions within the limits of the clinic. 
Non-service connected conditions of a 
veteran who has a service-connected 
disability may be treated within the 
limits of the VA outpatient clinic in 
Manila. 

(c) Claims for payment or reimburse-
ment for services not previously au-
thorized by VA under this section are 
governed by §§ 17.123–17.127 and 17.129– 
17.132. 

[83 FR 29448, June 25, 2018] 

ENROLLMENT PROVISIONS AND MEDICAL 
BENEFITS PACKAGE 

§ 17.36 Enrollment—provision of hos-
pital and outpatient care to vet-
erans. 

(a) Enrollment requirement for veterans. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in 
§ 17.37, a veteran must be enrolled in 
the VA healthcare system as a condi-
tion for receiving the ’medical benefits 
package’ set forth in § 17.38. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1): A veteran may 
apply to be enrolled at any time. (See 
§ 17.36(d)(1).) 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section, a veteran enrolled 
under this section and who, if required 
by law to do so, has agreed to make 
any applicable copayment is eligible 
for VA hospital and outpatient care as 
provided in the ‘‘medical benefits pack-
age’’ set forth in § 17.38. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(2): A veteran’s en-
rollment status will be recognized through-
out the United States. 

(3) A veteran enrolled based on hav-
ing a disorder associated with exposure 
to a toxic substance or radiation, for a 
disorder associated with service in the 
Southwest Asia theater of operations 
during the Gulf War (the period be-
tween August 2, 1990, and November 11, 
1998), or any illness associated with 
service in combat in a war after the 
Gulf War or during a period of hostility 
after November 11, 1998, as provided in 
38 U.S.C. 1710(e), is eligible for VA care 
provided in the ‘‘medical benefits pack-
age’’ set forth in § 17.38 for the disorder. 

(b) Categories of veterans eligible to be 
enrolled. The Secretary will determine 
which categories of veterans are eligi-
ble to be enrolled based on the fol-
lowing order of priority: 

(1) Veterans with a singular or com-
bined rating of 50 percent or greater 
based on one or more service-connected 
disabilities or unemployability; and 
veterans awarded the Medal of Honor. 

(2) Veterans with a singular or com-
bined rating of 30 percent or 40 percent 
based on one or more service-connected 
disabilities. 

(3) Veterans who are former prisoners 
of war; veterans awarded the Purple 
Heart; veterans with a singular or com-
bined rating of 10 percent or 20 percent 
based on one or more service-connected 
disabilities; veterans who were dis-
charged or released from active mili-
tary service for a disability incurred or 
aggravated in the line of duty; veterans 
who receive disability compensation 
under 38 U.S.C. 1151; veterans whose en-
titlement to disability compensation is 
suspended pursuant to 38 U.S.C. 1151, 
but only to the extent that such vet-
erans’ continuing eligibility for that 
care is provided for in the judgment or 
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