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(3) All applications submitted for 
registration shall include a certifi-
cation. 

(i) As a general rule, the application 
may be certified by an author, claim-
ant, an owner of exclusive rights, or a 
duly authorized agent of the author, 
claimant, or owner of exclusive rights. 
A Single Application, however, may be 
certified only by the author/claimant 
or by a duly authorized agent of the 
author/claimant. 

(ii) For online applications, the cer-
tification shall include the typed name 
of a party identified in paragraph 
(c)(3)(i) of this section. For paper appli-
cations, the certification shall include 
the typed, printed, or handwritten sig-
nature of a party identified in para-
graph (c)(3)(i) of this section, and if the 
signature is handwritten it shall be ac-
companied by the typed or printed 
name of that party. 

(iii) The declaration shall state that 
the information provided within the 
application is correct to the best of the 
certifying party’s knowledge. 

(iv) For online applications, the date 
of the certification shall be automati-
cally assigned by the electronic reg-
istration system on the date the appli-
cation is received by the Copyright Of-
fice. For paper applications, the certifi-
cation shall include the month, day, 
and year that the certification was 
signed by the certifying party. 

(v) An application for registration of 
a published work will not be accepted if 
the date of certification is earlier than 
the date of publication given in the ap-
plication. 

(4) In the case of applications for reg-
istration made under paragraphs (b)(4) 
through (5) of this section or under 
§ 202.4, the ‘‘year of creation,’’ ‘‘year of 
completion,’’ or ‘‘year in which cre-
ation of this work was completed’’ 
means the latest year in which the cre-
ation of any copyrightable element was 
completed. 

[43 FR 966, Jan. 5, 1978] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 202.3, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 202.4 Group registration. 
(a) General. This section prescribes 

conditions for issuing a registration for 
a group of related works under section 
408(c) of title 17 of the United States 
Code. 

(b) Definitions. (1) For purposes of 
this section, unless otherwise specified, 
the terms used have the meanings set 
forth in §§ 202.3, 202.13, and 202.20. 

(2) For purposes of this section, the 
term Library means the Library of Con-
gress. 

(3) For purposes of this section, a pe-
riodical is a collective work that is 
issued or intended to be issued on an 
established schedule in successive 
issues that are intended to be contin-
ued indefinitely. In most cases, each 
issue will bear the same title, as well 
as numerical or chronological designa-
tions. 

(c) Group registration of unpublished 
works. Pursuant to the authority 
granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Reg-
ister of Copyrights has determined that 
a group of unpublished works may be 
registered in Class TX, PA, VA, or SR 
with one application, the required de-
posit, and the filing fee required by 
§ 201.3(c) of this chapter, if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) All the works in the group must 
be unpublished, and they must be reg-
istered in the same administrative 
class. 

(2) Generally, the applicant may in-
clude up to ten works in the group. If 
the conditions set forth in 
§ 202.3(b)(1)(iv)(A) through (C) have 
been met, the applicant may include up 
to ten sound recordings and ten musi-
cal works, literary works, or dramatic 
works in the group. 

(3) The group may include individual 
works, joint works, or derivative 
works, but may not include compila-
tions, collective works, databases, or 
websites. 

(4) The applicant must provide a title 
for each work in the group. 

(5) All the works must be created by 
the same author or the same joint au-
thors, and the author and claimant in-
formation for each work must be the 
same. 

(6) The works may be registered as 
anonymous works, pseudonymous 
works, or works made for hire if they 
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are identified in the application as 
such. 

(7) The applicant must identify the 
authorship that each author or joint 
author contributed to the works, and 
the authorship statement for each au-
thor or joint author must be the same. 
Claims in the selection, coordination, 
or arrangement of the group as a whole 
will not be permitted on the applica-
tion. 

(8) The applicant must complete and 
submit the online application des-
ignated for a group of unpublished 
works. The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). 

(9) The applicant must submit one 
complete copy or phonorecord of each 
work. Each work must be contained in 
a separate electronic file that complies 
with § 202.20(b)(2)(iii). The files must be 
submitted in one of the electronic for-
mats approved by the Office, they must 
be assembled in an orderly form, and 
they must be uploaded to the elec-
tronic registration system. The file 
size for each uploaded file must not ex-
ceed 500 megabytes; the files may be 
compressed to comply with this re-
quirement. 

(10) In an exceptional case, the Copy-
right Office may waive the online filing 
requirement set forth in paragraph 
(c)(8) of this section or may grant spe-
cial relief from the deposit require-
ment under § 202.20(d), subject to such 
conditions as the Associate Register 
and Director of the Office of Registra-
tion Policy and Practice may impose 
on the applicant. 

(d) Group registration of serials. Pursu-
ant to the authority granted by 17 
U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Register of Copy-
rights has determined that a group of 
serial issues may be registered with 
one application, the required deposit, 
and the filing fee required by § 201.3(c) 
of this chapter, if the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) Eligible works. (i) All the issues in 
the group must be serials. 

(ii) The group must include at least 
two issues. 

(iii) Each issue in the group must be 
an all-new collective work that has not 
been previously published, each issue 
must be fixed and distributed as a dis-
crete, self-contained collective work, 

and the claim in each issue must be 
limited to the collective work. 

(iv) Each issue in the group must be 
a work made for hire, and the author 
and claimant for each issue must be 
the same person or organization. 

(v) The serial generally must be pub-
lished at intervals of a week or longer. 
All of the issues must be published 
within three months, under the same 
continuing title, within the same cal-
endar year, and the applicant must 
specify the date of publication for each 
issue in the group. 

(2) Application. The applicant must 
complete and submit the online appli-
cation designated for a group of serial 
issues. The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). 

(3) Deposit. The applicant must sub-
mit one complete copy of each issue 
that is included in the group. Copies 
submitted under this paragraph (d)(3) 
will be considered solely for the pur-
pose of registration under 17 U.S.C. 408, 
and will not satisfy the mandatory de-
posit requirement under 17 U.S.C. 407. 
The issues must be submitted in digital 
form, and each issue must be contained 
in a separate electronic file. The appli-
cant must use the file-naming conven-
tion and submit digital files in accord-
ance with instructions specified on the 
Copyright Office’s website. The files 
must be submitted in Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF), they must be as-
sembled in an orderly form, and they 
must be uploaded to the electronic reg-
istration system as individual elec-
tronic files (i.e., not .zip files). The files 
must be viewable and searchable, con-
tain embedded fonts, and be free from 
any access restrictions (such as those 
implemented through digital rights 
management) that prevent the viewing 
and examination of the work. The file 
size for each uploaded file must not ex-
ceed 500 megabytes, but files may be 
compressed to comply with the require-
ment in this paragraph (d)(3). 

(4) Exceptional cases. In an excep-
tional case, the Copyright Office may 
waive the online filing requirement set 
forth in paragraph (d)(2) of this section 
or may grant special relief from the de-
posit requirement under § 202.20(d), sub-
ject to such conditions as the Associate 
Register of Copyrights and Director of 
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the Office of Registration Policy and 
Practice may impose on the applicant. 

(e) Group registration of newspapers. 
Pursuant to the authority granted by 
17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Register of Copy-
rights has determined that a group of 
newspaper issues may be registered 
with one application, the required de-
posit, and the filing fee required by 
§ 201.3(c) of this chapter, if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) Issues must be newspapers. All the 
issues in the group must be news-
papers. For purposes of this section, a 
newspaper is a periodical (as defined in 
paragraph (b)(3) of this section) that is 
mainly designed to be a primary source 
of written information on current 
events, either local, national, or inter-
national in scope. A newspaper con-
tains a broad range of news on all sub-
jects and activities and is not limited 
to any specific subject matter. News-
papers are intended either for the gen-
eral public or for a particular ethnic, 
cultural, or national group. 

(2) Requirements for newspaper issues. 
Each issue in the group must be an all- 
new collective work that has not been 
previously published (except where ear-
lier editions of the same newspaper are 
included in the deposit together with 
the final edition), each issue must be 
fixed and distributed as a discrete, self- 
contained collective work, and the 
claim in each issue must be limited to 
the collective work. 

(3) Author and claimant. Each issue in 
the group must be a work made for 
hire, and the author and claimant for 
each issue must be the same person or 
organization. 

(4) Time period covered. All the issues 
in the group must be published under 
the same continuing title, and they 
must be published within the same cal-
endar month and bear issue dates with-
in that month. The applicant must 
identify the earliest and latest date 
that the issues were published. 

(5) Application. The applicant must 
complete and submit the online appli-
cation designated for a group of news-
paper issues. The application may be 
submitted by any of the parties listed 
in § 202.3(c)(1). 

(6) Deposit. (i) The applicant must 
submit one complete copy of the final 
edition of each issue published in the 

calendar month designated in the ap-
plication. Each submission may also 
include earlier editions of the same 
newspaper issue, provided that they 
were published on the same date as the 
final edition. Each submission may 
also include local editions of the news-
paper issue that were published within 
the same metropolitan area, but may 
not include national or regional edi-
tions that were distributed outside 
that metropolitan area. 

(ii) The issues must be submitted in a 
digital form, and each issue must be 
contained in a separate electronic file. 
The applicant must use the file-naming 
convention and submit digital files in 
accordance with instructions specified 
on the Copyright Office’s website. The 
files must be submitted in Portable 
Document Format (PDF), they must be 
assembled in an orderly form, and they 
must be uploaded to the electronic reg-
istration system as individual elec-
tronic files (i.e., not .zip files). The files 
must be viewable and searchable, con-
tain embedded fonts, and be free from 
any access restrictions (such as those 
implemented through Digital Rights 
Management (DRM)). The file size for 
each uploaded file must not exceed 500 
megabytes, but files may be com-
pressed to comply with this require-
ment. 

(f) Group registration of newsletters. 
Pursuant to the authority granted by 
17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Register of Copy-
rights has determined that a group of 
newsletter issues may be registered 
with one application, the required de-
posit, and the filing fee required by 
§ 201.3(c) of this chapter, if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) Eligible works. (i) All the issues in 
the group must be newsletters. For 
purposes of this section, a newsletter is 
a serial that is published and distrib-
uted by mail, electronic media, or 
other medium, including paper, email, 
or download. The newsletter must con-
tain news or information that is chief-
ly of interest to a special group, such 
as trade and professional associations, 
colleges, schools, or churches. News-
letters are typically distributed 
through subscriptions, but are not dis-
tributed through newsstands or other 
retail outlets. 
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(ii) The group must include at least 
two issues. 

(iii) Each issue in the group must be 
an all-new issue or an all-new collec-
tive work that has not been previously 
published, and each issue must be fixed 
and distributed as a discrete, self-con-
tained work. 

(iv) The author and claimant for each 
issue must be the same person or orga-
nization. 

(v) All the issues in the group must 
be published under the same con-
tinuing title, they must be published 
within the same calendar month and 
bear issue dates within that month, 
and the applicant must identify the 
earliest and latest date that the issues 
were published during that month. 

(2) Application. The applicant must 
complete and submit the online appli-
cation designated for a group of news-
letter issues. The application may be 
submitted by any of the parties listed 
in § 202.3(c)(1). 

(3) Deposit. The applicant must sub-
mit one complete copy of each issue 
that is included in the group. The 
issues must be submitted in digital 
form, and each issue must be contained 
in a separate electronic file. The appli-
cant must use the file-naming conven-
tion and submit digital files in accord-
ance with instructions specified on the 
Copyright Office’s website. The files 
must be submitted in Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF), they must be as-
sembled in an orderly form, and they 
must be uploaded to the electronic reg-
istration system as individual elec-
tronic files (i.e., not .zip files). The files 
must be viewable and searchable, con-
tain embedded fonts, and be free from 
any access restrictions (such as those 
implemented through digital rights 
management) that prevent the viewing 
and examination of the work. The file 
size for each uploaded file must not ex-
ceed 500 megabytes, but files may be 
compressed to comply with this re-
quirement. Copies submitted under this 
paragraph will be considered solely for 
the purpose of registration under 17 
U.S.C. 408, and will not satisfy the 
mandatory deposit requirement under 
17 U.S.C. 407. 

(4) Exceptional cases. In an excep-
tional case, the Copyright Office may 
waive the online filing requirement set 

forth in paragraph (f)(2) of this section 
or may grant special relief from the de-
posit requirement under § 202.20(d), sub-
ject to such conditions as the Associate 
Register of Copyrights and Director of 
the Office of Registration Policy and 
Practice may impose on the applicant. 

(g) Group registration of contributions 
to periodicals. Pursuant to the author-
ity granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(2), the 
Register of Copyrights has determined 
that a group of contributions to peri-
odicals may be registered in Class TX 
or Class VA with one application, one 
filing fee, and the required deposit, if 
the following conditions are met: 

(1) All the contributions in the group 
must be created by the same indi-
vidual. 

(2) The copyright claimant must be 
the same person or organization for all 
the contributions. 

(3) The contributions must not be 
works made for hire. 

(4) Each work must be first published 
as a contribution to a periodical, and 
all the contributions must be first pub-
lished within a twelve-month period 
(e.g., January 1, 2015 through December 
31, 2015; February 1, 2015 through Janu-
ary 31, 2016). 

(5) If any of the contributions were 
first published before March 1, 1989, 
those works must bear a separate copy-
right notice, the notice must contain 
the copyright owner’s name (or an ab-
breviation by which the name can be 
recognized, or a generally known alter-
native designation for the owner), and 
the name that appears in each notice 
must be the same. 

(6) The applicant must complete and 
submit the online application des-
ignated for a group of contributions to 
periodicals. The application must iden-
tify each contribution that is included 
in the group, including the date of pub-
lication for each contribution and the 
periodical in which it was first pub-
lished. The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). The application should be 
filed in Class TX if a majority of the 
contributions predominantly consist of 
text, and the application should be 
filed in Class VA if a majority of the 
contributions predominantly consist of 
photographs, illustrations, artwork, or 
other works of the visual arts. 
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(7) The appropriate filing fee, as re-
quired by § 201.3(c) of this chapter, 
must be included with the application 
or charged to an active deposit ac-
count. 

(8) The applicant must submit one 
copy of each contribution that is in-
cluded in the group, either by submit-
ting the entire issue of the periodical 
where the contribution was first pub-
lished, the entire section of the news-
paper where it was first published, or 
the specific page(s) from the periodical 
where the contribution was first pub-
lished. The contributions must be con-
tained in separate electronic files that 
comply with § 202.20(b)(2)(iii). The files 
must be submitted in a PDF, JPG, or 
other electronic format approved by 
the Office, and they must be uploaded 
to the electronic registration system, 
preferably in a .zip file containing all 
the files. The file size for each uploaded 
file must not exceed 500 megabytes; the 
files may be compressed to comply 
with this requirement. 

(9) In an exceptional case, the Copy-
right Office may waive the online filing 
requirement set forth in paragraph 
(g)(6) of this section or may grant spe-
cial relief from the deposit require-
ment under § 202.20(d), subject to such 
conditions as the Associate Register of 
Copyrights and Director of the Office of 
Registration Policy and Practice may 
impose on the applicant. 

(h) Group registration of unpublished 
photographs. Pursuant to the authority 
granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Reg-
ister of Copyrights has determined that 
a group of unpublished photographs 
may be registered in Class VA with one 
application, the required deposit, and 
the filing fee required by § 201.3(c) of 
this chapter, if the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) All the works in the group must 
be photographs. 

(2) The group must include no more 
than 750 photographs, and the applica-
tion must specify the total number of 
photographs that are included in the 
group. 

(3) All the photographs must be cre-
ated by the same author. 

(4) The copyright claimant for all the 
photographs must be the same person 
or organization. 

(5) The photographs may be reg-
istered as works made for hire if all the 
photographs are identified in the appli-
cation as such. 

(6) All the photographs must be un-
published. 

(7) The applicant must provide a title 
for the group as a whole 

(8) The applicant must complete and 
submit the online application des-
ignated for a group of unpublished pho-
tographs. The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). 

(9) The applicant must submit one 
copy of each photograph in one of the 
following formats: JPEG, GIF, or 
TIFF. The photographs may be 
uploaded to the electronic registration 
system together with the required 
numbered list, preferably in a .zip file 
containing all the photographs. The 
file size for each uploaded file must not 
exceed 500 megabytes; the photographs 
may be compressed to comply with this 
requirement. Alternatively, the photo-
graphs and the required numbered list 
may be saved on a physical storage de-
vice, such as a flash drive, CD–R, or 
DVD–R, and delivered to the Copyright 
Office together with the required ship-
ping slip generated by the electronic 
registration system. 

(10) The applicant must submit a se-
quentially numbered list containing a 
title and file name for each photograph 
in the group (matching the cor-
responding file names for each photo-
graph specified in paragraph (h)(9) of 
this section). The title and file name 
for a particular photograph may be the 
same. The numbered list must be con-
tained in an electronic file in Excel for-
mat (.xls), Portable Document Format 
(PDF), or other electronic format ap-
proved by the Office, and the file name 
for the list must contain the title of 
the group and the case number as-
signed to the application by the elec-
tronic registration system (e.g., ‘‘Title 
Of Group Case Number 
16283927239.xls’’). 

(11) In an exceptional case, the Copy-
right Office may waive the online filing 
requirement set forth in paragraph 
(h)(8) of this section or may grant spe-
cial relief from the deposit require-
ment under § 202.20(d), subject to such 
conditions as the Associate Register of 
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Copyrights and Director of the Office of 
Registration Policy and Practice may 
impose on the applicant. 

(i) Group registration of published pho-
tographs. Pursuant to the authority 
granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Reg-
ister of Copyrights has determined that 
a group of published photographs may 
be registered in Class VA with one ap-
plication, the required deposit, and the 
filing fee required by § 201.3(c) of this 
chapter, if the following conditions are 
met: 

(1) All the works in the group must 
be photographs. 

(2) The group must include no more 
than 750 photographs, and the applica-
tion must specify the total number of 
photographs that are included in the 
group. 

(3) All the photographs must be cre-
ated by the same author. 

(4) The copyright claimant for all the 
photographs must be the same person 
or organization. 

(5) The photographs may be reg-
istered as works made for hire if all the 
photographs are identified in the appli-
cation as such. 

(6) All the photographs must be pub-
lished within the same calendar year, 
and the applicant must specify the ear-
liest and latest date that the photo-
graphs were published during the year. 

(7) The applicant must provide a title 
for the group as a whole. 

(8) The applicant must complete and 
submit the online application des-
ignated for a group of published photo-
graphs. The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). 

(9) The applicant must submit one 
copy of each photograph in one of the 
following formats: JPEG, GIF, or 
TIFF. The photographs may be 
uploaded to the electronic registration 
system together with the required 
numbered list, preferably in a .zip file 
containing all the photographs. The 
file size for each uploaded file must not 
exceed 500 megabytes; the photographs 
may be compressed to comply with this 
requirement. Alternatively, the photo-
graphs and the required numbered list 
may be saved on a physical storage de-
vice, such as a flash drive, CD–R, or 
DVD–R, and delivered to the Copyright 
Office together with the required ship-

ping slip generated by the electronic 
registration system. 

(10) The applicant must submit a se-
quentially numbered list containing 
the title, file name, and month and 
year of publication for each photograph 
in the group (matching the cor-
responding file names for each photo-
graph specified in paragraph (i)(9) of 
this section). The title and file name 
for a particular photograph may be the 
same. The numbered list must be con-
tained in an electronic file in Excel for-
mat (.xls), Portable Document Format 
(PDF), or other electronic format ap-
proved by the Office, and the file name 
for the list must contain the title of 
the group and the case number as-
signed to the application by the elec-
tronic registration system (e.g., ‘‘Title 
Of Group Case Number 
16283927239.xls’’). 

(11) In an exceptional case, the Copy-
right Office may waive the online filing 
requirement set forth in paragraph 
(i)(8) of this section or may grant spe-
cial relief from the deposit require-
ment under § 202.20(d), subject to such 
conditions as the Associate Register of 
Copyrights and Director of the Office of 
Registration Policy and Practice may 
impose on the applicant. 

(j) Group registration of short online lit-
erary works. Pursuant to the authority 
granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(2), the Reg-
ister of Copyrights has determined that 
a group of literary works may be reg-
istered in Class TX with one applica-
tion, the required deposit, and the fil-
ing fee required by § 201.3(c) if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) The group may include up to 50 
short online literary works, and the ap-
plication must specify the total num-
ber of short online literary works that 
are included in the group. For purposes 
of this section, a short online literary 
work is a work consisting of text that 
contains at least 50 words and no more 
than 17,500 words, such as a poem, 
short story, article, essay, column, 
blog entry, or social media post. The 
work must be published as part of a 
website or online platform, including 
online newspapers, social media 
websites, and social networking plat-
forms. The group may not include com-
puter programs, audiobooks, podcasts, 
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or emails. Claims in any form of au-
thorship other than ‘‘text’’ or claims in 
the selection, coordination, or arrange-
ment of the group as a whole will not 
be permitted on the application. 

(2) All of the works must be pub-
lished within a three-calendar-month 
period, and the application must iden-
tify the earliest and latest date that 
the works were published. 

(3) All the works must be created by 
the same individual, or jointly by the 
same individuals, and each creator 
must be named as the copyright claim-
ant or claimants for each work in the 
group. 

(4) The works must not be works 
made for hire. 

(5) The applicant must provide a title 
for each work and a title for the group 
as a whole. 

(6) The applicant must complete and 
submit the online application des-
ignated for a group of short online lit-
erary works. The application may be 
submitted by any of the parties listed 
in § 202.3(c)(1). 

(7) The applicant must submit one 
complete copy of each work. The works 
must be assembled in an orderly form 
with each work in a separate digital 
file. The file name for each work must 
match the title as submitted on the ap-
plication. All of the works must be sub-
mitted in one of the electronic formats 
approved by the Office, and must be 
uploaded to the electronic registration 
system in a .ZIP file. The file size for 
each uploaded .ZIP file must not ex-
ceed 500 megabytes. 

(8) The applicant must submit a se-
quentially numbered list containing a 
title/file name for each work in the 
group. The list must also include the 
publication date and word count for 
each work. The numbered list must be 
contained in an electronic file in Excel 
format (.xls), Portable Document For-
mat (PDF), or other electronic format 
approved by the Office, and the file 
name for the list must contain the title 
of the group and the case number as-
signed to the application by the elec-
tronic registration system (e.g., ‘‘Title 
Of Group Case Number 
16283927239.xls’’). 

(9) In an exceptional case, the Copy-
right Office may waive the online filing 
requirement set forth in paragraph 

(j)(6) of this section or may grant spe-
cial relief from the deposit require-
ment under § 202.20(d), subject to such 
conditions as the Associate Register of 
Copyrights and Director of the Office of 
Registration Policy and Practice may 
impose on the applicant. 

(k) Group registration of works on an 
album. Pursuant to the authority 
granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), the Reg-
ister of Copyrights has determined that 
a group of two or more musical works, 
or two or more sound recordings and 
any associated literary, pictorial, or 
graphic works, may be registered with 
one application, the required deposit, 
and the filing fee required by § 201.3 of 
this chapter, if the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) Eligible works. (i) All of the works 
in the group must be contained on the 
same album. For the purposes of this 
section, an album is a single physical or 
electronic unit of distribution con-
taining at least two musical works and/ 
or sound recordings embodied in a pho-
norecord, including any associated lit-
erary, pictorial, or graphic works dis-
tributed with the unit. 

(ii) The group may include: 
(A) Up to twenty musical works; or 
(B) Up to twenty sound recordings 

and any associated literary, pictorial, 
or graphic works included with the 
same album. 

(iii) The applicant must provide a 
title for the album and a title for each 
musical work or sound recording 
claimed in the group. 

(iv) All of the works in the group 
must be created by the same author or 
the works must have a common joint 
author, and the copyright claimant or 
co-claimants for each work must all be 
the same person(s) or organization. The 
works may be registered as works 
made for hire if they are identified in 
the application as such. 

(v) As a general rule, all of the works 
must be first published on the same 
album, the date and nation of publica-
tion for each work must be specified in 
the application, and the nation of pub-
lication for each work must be the 
same. A musical work or sound record-
ing that was previously published as an 
individual work only (e.g., as a single) 
may be included in the claim if the 
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date of first publication for that work 
is listed separately in the application. 

(2) Application. If the group consists 
of sound recordings and, as applicable, 
any associated literary, pictorial, or 
graphic works, the applicant must 
complete and submit the application 
designated for ‘‘sound recordings from 
an album.’’ If the group consists of mu-
sical works, the applicant must com-
plete and submit the application des-
ignated for ‘‘musical works from an 
album.’’ The application may be sub-
mitted by any of the parties listed in 
§ 202.3(c)(1). 

(3) Deposit. (i) For claims in works 
first published in the United States 
submitted with the application for 
‘‘sound recordings from an album,’’ the 
applicant must submit two complete 
phonorecords containing the best edi-
tion of each recording, and two com-
plete copies of any associated literary, 
pictorial, or graphic works that are in-
cluded in the group. For claims in 
works first published outside the 
United States submitted with this ap-
plication, the applicant must submit 
one complete phonorecord of the work 
either as first published or of the best 
edition. A phonorecord will be consid-
ered complete if it satisfies the re-
quirements set forth in § 202.19(b)(2). 
The deposit may be submitted in a dig-
ital form if the album has been distrib-
uted solely in a digital format, and if 
the requirements set forth in para-
graph (k)(3)(iii) of this section have 
been met. 

(ii) For claims submitted with the 
application for ‘‘musical works from an 
album,’’ the applicant must submit one 
complete phonorecord of each musical 
work that is included in the group. 

(iii) The deposit may be submitted in 
a digital form if the following require-
ments have been met. Each work must 
be contained in a separate electronic 
file. The files must be assembled in an 
orderly form, they must be submitted 
in one of the electronic formats ap-
proved by the Office, and they must be 
uploaded to the electronic registration 
system as individual electronic files 
(not .zip files). The file size for each 
uploaded file must not exceed 500 
megabytes; the files may be com-
pressed to comply with this require-
ment. The file name for each work 

must match the title as submitted on 
the application. 

(4) Special relief. In an exceptional 
case, the Copyright Office may waive 
the online filing requirement set forth 
in paragraph (k)(2) of this section or 
may grant special relief from the de-
posit requirement under § 202.20(d), sub-
ject to such conditions as the Associate 
Register of Copyrights and Director of 
the Office of Registration Policy and 
Practice may impose on the applicant. 

(l)–(n) [Reserved] 
(o) Secure test items. Pursuant to the 

authority granted by 17 U.S.C. 408(c)(1), 
the Register of Copyrights has deter-
mined that a group of test items may 
be registered in Class TX with one ap-
plication, one filing fee, and identi-
fying material, if the conditions set 
forth in § 202.13(c) and (d) have been 
met. 

(p) Refusal to register. The Copyright 
Office may refuse registration if the 
applicant fails to satisfy the require-
ments for registering a group of related 
works under this section or § 202.3(b)(5). 

(q) Cancellation. If the Copyright Of-
fice issues a registration for a group of 
related works and subsequently deter-
mines that the requirements for that 
group option have not been met, and if 
the claimant fails to cure the defi-
ciency after being notified by the Of-
fice, the registration may be cancelled 
in accordance with § 201.7 of this chap-
ter. 

(r) The scope of a group registration. 
When the Office issues a group reg-
istration under paragraph (d), (e), or (f) 
of this section, the registration covers 
each issue in the group and each issue 
is registered as a separate work or a 
separate collective work (as the case 
may be). When the Office issues a group 
registration under paragraph (c), (g), 
(h), (i), (j), (k), or (o) of this section, 
the registration covers each work in 
the group and each work is registered 
as a separate work. For purposes of 
registration, the group as a whole is 
not considered a compilation, a collec-
tive work, or a derivative work under 
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section 101, 103(b), or 504(c)(1) of title 17 
of the United States Code. 

[82 FR 29413, June 29, 2017, as amended at 82 
FR 52228, Nov. 13, 2017; 83 FR 2547, Jan. 18, 
2018; 83 FR 4146, Jan. 30, 2018; 83 FR 61549, 
Nov. 30, 2018; 84 FR 3699, Feb. 13, 2019; 84 FR 
3698, Feb. 13, 2019; 84 FR 60918, 60919, Nov. 12, 
2019; 85 FR 31982, May 28, 2020; 85 FR 37346, 
June 22, 2020; 86 FR 10825, Feb. 23, 2021] 

§ 202.5 Reconsideration Procedure for 
Refusals to Register. 

(a) General. This section prescribes 
rules pertaining to procedures for ad-
ministrative review of the Copyright 
Office’s refusal to register a claim to 
copyright, a mask work, or a vessel de-
sign upon a finding by the Office that 
the application for registration does 
not satisfy the legal requirements of 
title 17 of the United States Code. If an 
applicant’s initial claim is refused, the 
applicant is entitled to request that 
the initial refusal to register be recon-
sidered. 

(b) First reconsideration. Upon receiv-
ing a written notification from the 
Registration Program explaining the 
reasons for a refusal to register, an ap-
plicant may request that the Registra-
tion Program reconsider its initial de-
cision to refuse registration, subject to 
the following requirements: 

(1) An applicant must request in 
writing that the Registration Program 
reconsider its decision. A request for 
reconsideration must include the rea-
sons the applicant believes registration 
was improperly refused, including any 
legal arguments in support of those 
reasons and any supplementary infor-
mation. The Registration Program will 
base its decision on the applicant’s 
written submissions. 

(2) The fee set forth in § 201.3(d) of 
this chapter must accompany the first 
request for reconsideration. 

(3) The first request for reconsider-
ation and the applicable fee must be 
postmarked, dispatched by a commer-
cial carrier, courier, or messenger, or 
otherwise received by the Office, no 
later than three months from the date 
that appears in the written notice from 
the Registration Program of its deci-
sion to refuse registration. When the 
ending date for the three-month time 
period falls on a weekend or a Federal 
holiday, the ending day of the three- 

month period shall be extended to the 
next Federal work day. 

(4) If the Registration Program de-
cides to register an applicant’s work in 
response to the first request for recon-
sideration, it will notify the applicant 
in writing of the decision and the work 
will be registered. However, if the Reg-
istration Program again refuses to reg-
ister the work, it will send the appli-
cant a written notification stating the 
reasons for refusal within four months 
of the date on which the first request 
for reconsideration is received by the 
Registration Program. When the end-
ing date for the four-month time period 
falls on a weekend or a Federal holi-
day, the ending day of the four-month 
period shall be extended to the next 
Federal work day. Failure by the Reg-
istration Program to send the written 
notification within the four-month pe-
riod shall not result in registration of 
the applicant’s work. 

(c) Second reconsideration. Upon re-
ceiving written notification of the Reg-
istration Program’s decision to refuse 
registration in response to the first re-
quest for reconsideration, an applicant 
may request that the Review Board re-
consider the Registration Program’s 
refusal to register, subject to the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(1) An applicant must request in 
writing that the Review Board recon-
sider the Registration Program’s deci-
sion to refuse registration. The second 
request for reconsideration must in-
clude the reasons the applicant be-
lieves registration was improperly re-
fused, including any legal arguments in 
support of those reasons and any sup-
plementary information, and must ad-
dress the reasons stated by the Reg-
istration Program for refusing reg-
istration upon first reconsideration. 
The Board will base its decision on the 
applicant’s written submissions. 

(2) The fee set forth in § 201.3(d) of 
this chapter must accompany the sec-
ond request for reconsideration. 

(3) The second request for reconsider-
ation and the applicable fee must be 
postmarked, dispatched by a commer-
cial carrier, courier, or messenger, or 
otherwise received by the Office no 
later than three months from the date 
that appears in the Registration Pro-
gram’s written notice of its decision to 
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