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TABLE 3 TO PARAGRAPH (e)—Continued 

Licensing section services Fees 
($) 

(3) Recordation of certain contracts by cable TV systems located outside the 48 contiguous states .................... 50 
(4) Initial or amended notice of digital transmission of sound recording (17 U.S.C. 112, 114) ............................... 50 
(5) Processing of a statement of account based on secondary transmissions of primary transmissions pursuant 

to 17 U.S.C. 111: 
(i) Form SA1 ............................................................................................................................................... 15 
(ii) Form SA2 ............................................................................................................................................... 20 
(iii) Form SA3 .............................................................................................................................................. 725 

(6) Processing of a statement of account based on secondary transmissions of primary transmissions pursuant 
to 17 U.S.C. 119 or 122 ........................................................................................................................................ 725 

(7) Search report prepared from Licensing Section records (per hour, 2 hour minimum) ....................................... 200 

(f) Fees for travel in connection with 
educational activities. For travel ex-
penses in connection with Copyright 
Office educational activities when par-
ticipation by Copyright Office per-
sonnel has been requested by another 
organization or person and that organi-
zation or person has agreed to pay such 
expenses, collection of the fee shall be 

subject to, and the amount of the fee 
shall be no greater than, the amount 
authorized under the Federal Travel 
Regulations found in Chapters 300 
through 304 of Title 41. 

(g) Copyright Claims Board fees. The 
Copyright Office has established the 
following fees for specific services re-
lated to the Copyright Claims Board: 

TABLE 4 TO PARAGRAPH (g) 

Copyright Claims Board fees Fees 
($) 

(1) Initiate a proceeding before the Copyright Claims Board:.
(i) First payment .......................................................................................................................................... 40 
(ii) Second payment .................................................................................................................................... 60 

(2) Designation of a service agent by a corporation, partnership, or unincorporated association under 17 U.S.C. 
1506(g)(5)(B), or amendment of designation ........................................................................................................ 6 

(3) Filing fee for review of a final CCB determination by the Register .................................................................... 300 

[64 FR 29520, June 1, 1999, as amended at 64 FR 36574, July 7, 1999; 65 FR 39819, June 28, 2000; 
67 FR 38005, May 31, 2002; 71 FR 31090, June 1, 2006; 71 FR 46402, Aug. 14, 2006; 72 FR 33691, June 
19, 2007; 74 FR 12556, Mar. 25, 2009, 74 FR 32807, July 9, 2009; 77 FR 18705, Mar. 28, 2012; 77 FR 
18707, Mar. 28, 2012; 78 FR 71501, Nov. 29, 2013; 79 FR 15918, Mar. 24, 2014; 79 FR 24334, Apr. 30, 
2014; 79 FR 68623, Nov. 18, 2014; 81 FR 75707, Nov. 1, 2016; 82 FR 9008, Feb. 2, 2017; 82 FR 9356, 
Feb. 6, 2017; 82 FR 26853, June 12, 2017; 82 FR 29413, June 29, 2017; 82 FR 52223, Nov. 13, 2017; 
83 FR 2547, Jan. 18, 2018; 83 FR 4146, Jan. 30, 2018; 83 FR 52153, Oct. 16, 2018; 83 FR 61549, Nov. 
30, 2018; 83 FR 66628, Dec. 27, 2018; 84 FR 3697, Feb. 13, 2019; 84 FR 10684, Mar. 22, 2019; 84 FR 
14255, Apr. 9, 2019; 84 FR 20273, May 9, 2019; 85 FR 9386, Feb. 19, 2020; 85 FR 37346, June 22, 2020; 
86 FR 10825, Feb. 23, 2021; 86 FR 32641, June 22, 2021; 86 FR 46122, Aug. 18, 2021; 87 FR 12865, 
Mar. 8, 2022; 87 FR 17000, Mar. 25, 2022; 87 FR 24056, 24058, Apr. 22, 2022; 87 FR 30075, May 17, 
2022] 

§ 201.4 Recordation of transfers and 
other documents pertaining to 
copyright. 

(a) General. This section prescribes 
conditions for the recordation of trans-
fers of copyright ownership and other 
documents pertaining to a copyright 
under 17 U.S.C. 205. Except as otherwise 
provided pursuant to paragraph (h) of 
this section, a document is eligible for 
recordation under this section if it 
meets the requirements of paragraph 

(d) of this section, if it is submitted in 
accordance with the submission proce-
dure described in paragraph (e) of this 
section, and if it is accompanied by the 
fee specified in § 201.3(c). The date of 
recordation is the date when all of the 
elements required for recordation, in-
cluding a proper document, fee, and 
any additional required information, 
are received in the Copyright Office. 
After recordation the document is re-
turned to the sender with a certificate 
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of recordation. The Office may reject 
any document submitted for recorda-
tion that fails to comply with 17 U.S.C. 
205, the requirements of this section, or 
any relevant instructions or guidance 
provided by the Office. 

(b) Documents not recordable under this 
section. This section does not govern 
the filing or recordation of the fol-
lowing documents: 

(1) Certain contracts entered into by 
cable systems located outside of the 48 
contiguous States (17 U.S.C. 111(e); see 
§ 201.12); 

(2) Notices of identity and signal car-
riage complement, and statements of 
account of cable systems and satellite 
carriers and for digital audio recording 
devices and media (17 U.S.C. 111(d), 
119(b), and 1003(c); see §§ 201.11, 201.17, 
201.28); 

(3) Notices of use of sound recordings 
under statutory license and notices of 
intention to obtain a compulsory li-
cense to make and distribute 
phonorecords of nondramatic musical 
works (17 U.S.C. 112(e), 114, and 115(b); 
see §§ 201.18 and 370.2); 

(4) Notices of termination (17 U.S.C. 
203, 304(c) and (d); see § 201.10); 

(5) Statements regarding the identity 
of authors of anonymous and pseudony-
mous works, and statements relating 
to the death of authors (17 U.S.C. 302); 

(6) Documents pertaining to com-
puter shareware and donation of public 
domain software (Pub. L. 101–650, sec. 
805; see § 201.26); 

(7) Notifications from the clerks of 
the courts of the United States con-
cerning actions brought under title 17, 
United States Code (17 U.S.C. 508); 

(8) Notices to libraries and archives 
of normal commercial exploitation or 
availability at reasonable prices (17 
U.S.C. 108(h)(2)(C); see § 201.39); 

(9) Submission of Visual Arts Reg-
istry Statements (17 U.S.C. 113; see 
§ 201.25); 

(10) Notices and correction notices of 
intent to enforce restored copyrights 
(17 U.S.C. 104A(e); see §§ 201.33, 201.34); 

(11) Designations of agents to receive 
notifications of claimed infringement 
(17 U.S.C. 512(c)(2); see § 201.38); 

(12) Notices of contact information 
for transmitting entities publicly per-
forming pre-1972 sound recordings by 

means of digital audio transmission (17 
U.S.C. 1401(f)(5)(B); see § 201.36); 

(13) Schedules of pre-1972 sound re-
cordings (17 U.S.C. 1401(f)(5)(A); see 
§ 201.35); 

(14) Notices of noncommercial use of 
pre-1972 sound recordings (17 U.S.C. 
1401(c)(1)(B); see § 201.37); and 

(15) Opt-out notices of noncommer-
cial use of pre-1972 sound recordings (17 
U.S.C. 1401(c)(1)(C); see § 201.37). 

(c) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section: 

(1) A transfer of copyright ownership 
has the meaning set forth in 17 U.S.C. 
101. 

(2) A document pertaining to a copy-
right is any document that has a direct 
or indirect relationship to the exist-
ence, scope, duration, or identification 
of a copyright, or to the ownership, di-
vision, allocation, licensing, or exer-
cise of rights under a copyright. That 
relationship may be past, present, fu-
ture, or potential. 

(3) An actual signature is any legally 
binding signature, including an elec-
tronic signature as defined in 15 U.S.C. 
7006. 

(4) A sworn certification is a statement 
made in accordance with 28 U.S.C. 1746 
that the copy of the document sub-
mitted for recordation is, to the best of 
the certifier’s knowledge, a true copy 
of the original, signed document. A 
sworn certification must be signed by 
one of the parties to the signed docu-
ment, a successor-in-interest to one of 
the parties to the signed document, or 
the authorized representative of such a 
party or successor. Authorized rep-
resentatives must state who they rep-
resent and successors-in-interest must 
describe their relationship to the docu-
ment or the original parties to the doc-
ument. An authorized representative of 
a successor-in-interest must describe 
the successor’s relationship to the doc-
ument or the original parties to the 
document. A sworn certification may 
be signed electronically. 

(5) An official certification is a certifi-
cation, by the appropriate govern-
mental official, that the original of the 
document is on file in a public office 
and that the copy of the document sub-
mitted for recordation is a true copy of 
the original. An official certification 
may be signed electronically. 
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(d) Document requirements—(1) Origi-
nal or certified copy. The remitter must 
submit either the original document 
that bears the actual signature(s) of 
the person(s) who executed it, or a copy 
of the original, signed document ac-
companied by a sworn certification or 
an official certification. Each docu-
ment submitted for recordation must 
be certified to either have the actual 
signature(s) (if it is an original docu-
ment) or reproduce the actual signa-
ture(s) (in the case of a copy of the 
original document). All documents 
lacking a handwritten, wet signature 
(including all documents bearing an 
electronic signature) are considered to 
be copies of the original, signed docu-
ment, and must be accompanied by a 
sworn certification or an official cer-
tification. Where an actual signature 
on the relevant document is not a 
handwritten or typewritten name, such 
as when an individual clicks a button 
on a Web site or application to indicate 
agreement to contractual terms, the 
remitter must submit a description of 
the nature of the signature and docu-
mentation evidencing the existence of 
the signature (e.g., a database entry or 
confirmation email showing that a par-
ticular user agreed to the terms by 
clicking ‘‘yes’’ on a particular date). 
Where such description and evidence 
are provided, the Office will make 
them available for public inspection 
and may presume that the signature 
requirement for recordation has been 
satisfied, without prejudice to any 
party claiming otherwise, including be-
fore a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(2) Completeness. Each document sub-
mitted for recordation must be, and be 
certified to be, complete by its terms, 
but need only include referenced sched-
ules, appendices, exhibits, addenda, or 
other material essential to under-
standing the copyright-related aspects 
of the document. 

(3) Legibility. Each document sub-
mitted for recordation must be, and be 
certified to be, legible. 

(4) Redactions. The Office will accept 
and make available for public inspec-
tion redacted documents certified to be 
redacted in accordance with this para-
graph (d)(4), provided that all of the 
following conditions are satisfied: 

(i) The redactions must be limited to 
financial terms, trade secret informa-
tion, Social Security or taxpayer-iden-
tification numbers, and financial ac-
count numbers. Additional types of in-
formation may be redacted on a case- 
by-case basis if the need for any such 
redactions is justified to the Office in 
writing and approved by the Office; 
such written requests should be in-
cluded in the remitter’s recordation 
submission to the Office. 

(ii) The blank or blocked-out por-
tions of the document must be labeled 
‘‘redacted’’ or the equivalent. 

(iii) Each portion of the document re-
quired by paragraph (d)(2) of this sec-
tion must be included. 

(5) English language requirement. The 
Office will accept and record non- 
English language documents and index-
ing information only if accompanied by 
an English translation that is either 
signed by the individual making the 
translation or, if a publicly available 
commercial or consumer translation 
software product or automated service 
is used, by the individual using such 
product or service and accompanied by 
the name of the product or service. All 
translations will be made available for 
public inspection and may be redacted 
in accordance with paragraph (d)(4) of 
this section. 

(e) Paper submission procedure—(1) 
Process. A document may be submitted 
for recordation by sending it to the ap-
propriate address in § 201.1(b) or to such 
other address as the Office may specify, 
accompanied by a cover sheet, the 
proper fee, and, if applicable, any elec-
tronic title list. Absent special ar-
rangement with the Office, the Office 
reserves the right to not process the 
submission unless all of the items nec-
essary for processing are received to-
gether. 

(2) Cover sheet required. Submission of 
a document must include a completed 
Recordation Document Cover Sheet 
(Form DCS), available on the Copy-
right Office Web site. Remitters must 
follow all instructions provided by the 
Office in completing Form DCS, includ-
ing by providing all requested indexing 
information. Form DCS may be used to 
provide a sworn certification, if appro-
priate, and to make any of the other 
certifications required by this section. 
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Form DCS will not be considered part 
of the recorded document, but will be 
used by the Office for examination, in-
dexing, and other administrative pur-
poses. The Office may reject any docu-
ment submitted for recordation that 
includes an improperly prepared cover 
sheet. 

(3) Electronic title list. (i) In addition 
to identifying the works to which a 
document pertains in the paper submis-
sion, the remitter may also submit an 
electronic list setting forth each such 
work. The electronic list will not be 
considered part of the recorded docu-
ment, but will be used by the Office for 
indexing purposes. Absent special ar-
rangement with the Office, the elec-
tronic list must be included in the 
same package as the paper document 
to be recorded. The electronic list must 
be prepared and submitted to the Office 
in the manner specified by the Copy-
right Office in instructions made avail-
able on its Web site. The Office may re-
ject any document submitted for rec-
ordation that includes an improperly 
prepared electronic title list. 

(ii) If a remitter of a recorded docu-
ment finds that an error or omission in 
an electronic title list has led to the 
inaccurate indexing of the document in 
the public catalog, the remitter may 
request that the record be corrected by 
following the instructions provided by 
the Office on its Web site. Upon receipt 
of a properly prepared corrective filing 
and the appropriate fee, the Office will 
proceed to correct the information in 
the public catalog, and will make a 
note in the record indicating that the 
corrections were made and the date 
they were made. 

(4) Return receipt. If a remitter in-
cludes two copies of a properly com-
pleted Form DCS indicating that a re-
turn receipt is requested, as well as a 
self-addressed, postage-paid envelope, 
the remitter will receive a date- 
stamped return receipt attached to the 
extra copy acknowledging the Copy-
right Office’s receipt of the enclosed 
submission. The completed copies of 
Form DCS and the self-addressed, post-
age-paid envelope must be included in 
the same package as the submitted 
document. A return receipt confirms 
the Office’s receipt of the submission 
as of the date indicated, but does not 

establish eligibility for, or the date of, 
recordation. 

(5) Remitter certification. The remitter 
must certify that he or she has appro-
priate authority to submit the docu-
ment for recordation and that all infor-
mation submitted to the Office by the 
remitter is true, accurate, and com-
plete to the best of the remitter’s 
knowledge. 

(f) Reliance on remitter-provided infor-
mation. The Copyright Office will rely 
on the certifications submitted with a 
document and the information pro-
vided by the remitter on Form DCS 
and, if provided, in an accompanying 
electronic title list. The Office will not 
necessarily confirm the accuracy of 
such certifications or information 
against the submitted document. 

(g) Effect of recordation. The fact that 
the Office has recorded a document is 
not a determination by the Office of 
the document’s validity or legal effect. 
Recordation of a document by the 
Copyright Office is without prejudice 
to any party claiming that the legal or 
formal requirements for recordation 
have not been met, including before a 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

(h) Pilot program for electronic submis-
sion. The Copyright Office is imple-
menting a limited pilot program 
through which certain types of docu-
ments may be electronically submitted 
for recordation online by certain re-
mitters (‘‘pilot remitters’’). This para-
graph (h) shall govern such submis-
sions to the extent they are permitted 
under the pilot program. 

(1) Electronic submission. Pilot remit-
ters may submit permitted types of 
documents for recordation using the 
Copyright Office’s electronic system 
pursuant to this section and special 
pilot program rules provided to pilot 
remitters by the Office. 

(2) Participation. No remitter may 
participate in the pilot program with-
out the permission of the Copyright Of-
fice. Participation in the pilot program 
is optional and pilot remitters may 
continue to submit documents for rec-
ordation pursuant to paragraph (e) of 
this section. 

(3) Conflicting rules. To the extent any 
special pilot program rule conflicts 
with this section or any other regula-
tion, rule, instruction, or guidance 
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issued by the Copyright Office, such 
pilot program rule shall govern submis-
sions made pursuant to the pilot pro-
gram. 

(4) Reliance on remitter-provided infor-
mation. Paragraph (f) of this section 
shall apply to all certifications and in-
formation provided to the Office 
through the electronic system. 

(5) Date of recordation. In any situa-
tion where the date of recordation for a 
submission cannot be established or, if 
established, would ordinarily be 
changed, if due to an issue with the 
electronic system, the Office may as-
sign an equitable date as the date of 
recordation. 

[82 FR 52219, Nov. 13, 2017, as amended at 83 
FR 52153, Oct. 16, 2018; 84 FR 14255, Apr. 9, 
2019; 85 FR 3855, Jan. 23, 2020] 

§ 201.5 [Reserved] 

§ 201.6 Payment and refund of Copy-
right Office fees. 

(a) In general—(1) Electronic payments. 
All fees for online applications and 
services must be paid by electronic 
payment through Pay.gov. 

(2) Mailed payments. All fees mailed 
to the Copyright Office should be in the 
form of a money order or check pay-
able to the U.S. Copyright Office. Cur-
rency will not be accepted; any pay-
ment received in currency will be re-
funded via check, and the registration 
or other service request will not be 
processed. Where the statutory fee is 
submitted in the form of a check, the 
registration of the copyright claim or 
other record made by the Office is pro-
visional until the funds associated with 
the check are received. In the event the 
fee is not paid, the provisional registra-
tion or other record shall be expunged. 

(3) In-person payments. All fees for 
services rendered in person at the 
Copyright Office Public Information 
Office must be paid by cash, money 
order, check, or credit or debit card. 

(4) Foreign remittances. Foreign remit-
tances must be redeemable without 
service or exchange fees through a 
United States institution, must be pay-
able in United States dollars, and must 
be imprinted with American Banking 
Association routing numbers. Postal 
money orders that are negotiable only 
at a post office are not acceptable. 

International checks and money orders 
must be drawn from a United States 
bank and payable in United States dol-
lars for the full amount of the fee re-
quired. Uncertified checks are accepted 
subject to collection. 

(5) Other. In addition to the payment 
options in paragraphs (a)(1) through (3) 
of this section, payment for any appli-
cation or service can be made using a 
Copyright Office deposit account. 

(b) Deposit accounts—(1) Establishment. 
Persons or firms may prepay copyright 
expenses by establishing a deposit ac-
count. 

(2) Minimum balance. The Office will 
automatically notify the deposit ac-
count holder when the account goes 
below a minimum balance of $450. 

(3) Contact information. (i) Deposit ac-
count holders are responsible for keep-
ing contact information with the Copy-
right Office current. 

(ii) If the Copyright Office is unable 
to correspond with the deposit account 
holder (e.g., due to returned/undeliver-
able postal or email), the Office will 
deem the deposit account undeliver-
able. 

(4) Inactivation. (i) The Copyright Of-
fice will inactivate a deposit account if 
there has been no activity in the ac-
count for 24 months. 

(ii) The Copyright Office will inac-
tivate a deposit account if the deposit 
account holder overdraws his or her ac-
count. 

(iii) The Copyright Office will auto-
matically notify the deposit account 
holder when the account has been inac-
tivated. 

(5) Closure. (i) An inactive deposit ac-
count will be closed no sooner than 30 
days from the date of the inactivation 
notice if there continues to be no activ-
ity in the account or if insufficient 
funds remain in the deposit account 
after the deposit account holder over-
draws the account. 

(ii) The Copyright Office may perma-
nently close a deposit account if the 
deposit account holder overdraws his 
or her account twice in any calendar 
year. 

(iii) An undeliverable deposit account 
as defined in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this 
section will be closed after the Copy-
right Office has made at least three un-
successful attempts, including at least 
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