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(vi) Be certified by the dean of the
participating law school, or one au-
thorized to act for the dean, as: Having
completed the first year of law school
or the equivalent, being in compliance
with the law school’s ethics code, and
being of good moral character and rep-
utation;

(vii) Neither ask for nor receive any
fee or compensation of any kind for
legal services from a clinic client on
whose behalf service is rendered;

(viii) Have proved to the satisfaction
of the OED Director that he or she pos-
sesses the scientific and technical
qualifications necessary for him or her
to render patent applicants valuable
service; and

(ix) Comply with all additional cri-
teria established by the OED Director.

(3) In order to be granted limited rec-
ognition to practice before the Office
in trademark matters under the
USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program, a law student must:

(i) Be enrolled in a law school that is
an active participant in the USPTO
Law School Clinic Certification Pro-
gram;

(ii) Be enrolled in the trademark
practice area of a clinic of the partici-
pating law school;

(iii) Have successfully completed at
least one year of law school or the
equivalent;

(iv) Have read the USPTO Rules of
Professional Conduct and the relevant
USPTO rules of practice and procedure
for trademark matters;

(v) Be supervised by an approved Fac-
ulty Clinic Supervisor pursuant to
paragraph (c)(2) of this section;

(vi) Be certified by the dean of the
participating law school, or one au-
thorized to act for the dean, as: Having
completed the first year of law school
or the equivalent, being in compliance
with the law school’s ethics code, and
being of good moral character and rep-
utation;

(vii) Neither ask for nor receive any
fee or compensation of any kind for
legal services from a clinic client on
whose behalf service is rendered; and

(viii) Comply with all additional cri-
teria established by the OED Director.

(4) Students registered to practice be-
fore the Office in patent matters as a
patent agent, or authorized to practice
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before the Office in trademark matters
under §11.14, must complete and sub-
mit a student application pursuant to
paragraph (d)(1) of this section and
meet the criteria of paragraph (d)(2) or
(3) of this section, as applicable, in
order to participate in the program.

[81 FR 33596, May 27, 2016]

§11.17 Requirements for participation
in the USPTO Law School Clinic
Certification Program.

(a) Bach law school participating in
the USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program must provide its pat-
ent and/or trademark services on a pro
bono basis.

(b) Each law school participating in
the USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program shall, on a semi-annual
basis, provide OED with a report re-
garding its clinic activity during the
reporting period, which shall include:

(1) The number of law students par-
ticipating in each of the patent and
trademark practice areas of the
school’s clinic;

(2) The number of faculty partici-
pating in each of the patent and trade-
mark practice areas of the school’s
clinic;

(3) The number of persons to whom
the school’s clinic provided assistance
in any given patent or trademark mat-
ter but with whom no practitioner-cli-
ent relationship had formed;

(4) The number of client representa-
tions undertaken for each of the patent
and trademark practice areas of the
school’s clinic;

(5) The identity and number of appli-
cations and responses filed in each of
the patent and/or trademark practice
areas of the school’s clinic;

(6) The number of patents issued, or
trademarks registered, to clients of the
clinic; and

(7T) All other information specified by
the OED Director.

(¢) Inactivation of law schools partici-
pating in the USPTO Law School Certifi-
cation Program. (1) The OED Director
may inactivate a patent and/or trade-
mark practice area of a participating
law school:

(i) If the participating law school
does not have an approved Faculty
Clinic Supervisor for the relevant prac-
tice area, as described in §11.16(c);
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(ii) If the participating law school
does not meet each of the requirements
and criteria for participation in the
USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program as set forth in §11.16,
this section, or as otherwise estab-
lished by the OED Director; or

(iii) For other good cause as deter-
mined by the OED Director.

(2) In the event that a practice area
of a participating school is inactivated,
the participating law school students
must:

(i) Immediately cease all student
practice before the Office in the rel-
evant practice area and notify each cli-
ent of such; and

(ii) Disassociate themselves from all
client matters relating to practice be-
fore the Office in the relevant practice
area, including complying with Office
and State rules for withdrawal from
representation.

(3) A patent or trademark practice
area of a law school clinic that has
been inactivated may be restored to ac-
tive status, upon application to and ap-
proval by the OED Director.

(d) Removal of law schools participating
in the USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program. (1) The OED Director
may remove a patent and/or trademark
practice area of the clinic of a law
school participating in the USPTO Law
School Clinic Certification Program:

(i) Upon request from the law school;

(ii) If the participating law school
does not meet each of the requirements
and criteria for participation in the
USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program as set forth in §11.16,
this section, or as otherwise estab-
lished by the OED Director; or

(iii) For other good cause as deter-
mined by the OED Director.

(2) In the event that a practice area
of a participating school is removed by
the OED Director, the participating
law school students must:

(i) Immediately cease all student
practice before the Office in the rel-
evant practice area and notify each cli-
ent of such; and

(ii) Disassociate themselves from all
client matters relating to practice be-
fore the Office in the relevant practice
area, including complying with Office
and State rules for withdrawal from
representation.
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(3) A school that has been removed
from participation in the USPTO Law
School Clinic Certification Program
under this section may reapply to the
program in compliance with §11.16.

[81 FR 33597, May 27, 2016]

§11.18 Signature and certificate for
correspondence filed in the Office.

(a) For all documents filed in the Of-
fice in patent, trademark, and other
non-patent matters, and all documents
filed with a hearing officer in a dis-
ciplinary proceeding, except for cor-
respondence that is required to be
signed by the applicant or party, each
piece of correspondence filed by a prac-
titioner in the Office must bear a sig-
nature, personally signed or inserted
by such practitioner, in compliance
with §1.4(d) or §2.193(a) of this chapter.

(b) By presenting to the Office or
hearing officer in a disciplinary pro-
ceeding (whether by signing, filing,
submitting, or later advocating) any
paper, the party presenting such paper,
whether a practitioner or non-practi-
tioner, is certifying that—

(1) All statements made therein of
the party’s own knowledge are true, all
statements made therein on informa-
tion and belief are believed to be true,
and all statements made therein are
made with the knowledge that who-
ever, in any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Office, knowingly and will-
fully falsifies, conceals, or covers up by
any trick, scheme, or device a material
fact, or knowingly and willfully makes
any false, fictitious, or fraudulent
statements or representations, or
knowingly and willfully makes or uses
any false writing or document knowing
the same to contain any false, ficti-
tious, or fraudulent statement or
entry, shall be subject to the penalties
set forth under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and any
other applicable criminal statute, and
violations of the provisions of this sec-
tion may jeopardize the probative
value of the paper; and

(2) To the best of the party’s knowl-
edge, information and belief, formed
after an inquiry reasonable under the
circumstances,

(i) The paper is not being presented
for any improper purpose, such as to
harass someone or to cause unneces-
sary delay or needless increase in the
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