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(ii) The individual’s application for 
registration or limited recognition 
contains materially false information 
or omits material information. 

(2) Whenever it appears that grounds 
for administrative revocation exist, the 
OED Director shall issue to the indi-
vidual a notice to show cause why the 
individual’s registration or limited rec-
ognition should not be revoked. 

(i) The notice to show cause shall be 
served on the individual in the same 
manner as described in § 11.35. 

(ii) The notice to show cause shall 
state the grounds for the proposed rev-
ocation. 

(iii) The OED Director shall file a 
copy of the notice to show cause with 
the USPTO Director. 

(3) Within 30 days after service of the 
notice to show cause, the individual 
may file a response to the notice to 
show cause with the USPTO Director. 
The response should address any fac-
tual or legal bases why the individual’s 
registration or limited recognition 
should not be revoked. The individual 
shall serve the OED Director with a 
copy of the response at the time it is 
filed with the USPTO Director. Within 
10 days of receiving a copy of the re-
sponse, the OED Director may file a 
reply with the USPTO Director. A copy 
of the reply by the OED Director shall 
be sent to the individual at the individ-
ual’s address of record. 

(4) If the USPTO Director determines 
that there are no genuine issues of ma-
terial fact regarding the Office’s com-
pliance with the notice requirements 
under this section or the grounds for 
the notice to show cause, the USPTO 
Director shall enter an order revoking 
the individual’s registration or limited 
recognition. Otherwise, the USPTO Di-
rector shall enter an appropriate order 
dismissing the notice to show cause. 
An oral hearing will not be granted un-
less so ordered by the USPTO Director, 
upon a finding that such hearing is 
necessary. Any request for reconsider-
ation of the USPTO Director’s decision 
must be filed within 20 days after the 
date such decision is rendered by the 
USPTO Director. Nothing herein shall 
permit an individual to seek a stay of 
the revocation during the pendency of 

any review of the USPTO Director’s 
final decision. 

[86 FR 28455, May 26, 2021, as amended at 87 
FR 68057, Nov. 14, 2022] 

§§ 11.12–11.13 [Reserved] 

§ 11.14 Individuals who may practice 
before the Office in trademark and 
other non-patent matters. 

(a) Attorneys. Any individual who is 
an attorney as defined in § 11.1 may 
represent others before the Office in 
trademark and other non-patent mat-
ters. An attorney is not required to 
apply for registration or recognition to 
practice before the Office in trademark 
and other non-patent matters. Reg-
istration as a patent practitioner does 
not itself entitle an individual to prac-
tice before the Office in trademark 
matters. 

(b) Non-lawyers. Individuals who are 
not attorneys are not recognized to 
practice before the Office in trademark 
and other non-patent matters, except 
that individuals not attorneys who 
were recognized to practice before the 
Office in trademark matters under this 
chapter prior to January 1, 1957, will be 
recognized as agents to continue prac-
tice before the Office in trademark 
matters. Except as provided in the pre-
ceding sentence, registration as a pat-
ent agent does not itself entitle an in-
dividual to practice before the Office in 
trademark matters. 

(c) Foreigners. (1) Any foreign attor-
ney or agent not a resident of the 
United States who shall file a written 
application for reciprocal recognition 
under paragraph (f) of this section and 
prove to the satisfaction of the OED 
Director that he or she is a registered 
and active member in good standing 
before the trademark office of the 
country in which he or she resides and 
practices and possesses good moral 
character and reputation, may be rec-
ognized for the limited purpose of rep-
resenting parties located in such coun-
try before the Office in the presen-
tation and prosecution of trademark 
matters, provided: The trademark of-
fice of such country and the USPTO 
have reached an official understanding 
to allow substantially reciprocal privi-
leges to those permitted to practice in 
trademark matters before the Office. 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Commerce § 11.16 

Recognition under this paragraph (c) 
shall continue only during the period 
that the conditions specified in this 
paragraph (c) obtain. 

(2) In any trademark matter where a 
foreign attorney or agent authorized 
under paragraph (c)(1) of this section is 
representing an applicant, registrant, 
or party to a proceeding, an attorney, 
as defined in § 11.1 and qualified to 
practice under paragraph (a) of this 
section, must also be appointed pursu-
ant to § 2.17(b) and (c) of this chapter as 
the representative who will file docu-
ments with the Office and with whom 
the Office will correspond. 

(d) Recognition of any individual 
under this section shall not be con-
strued as sanctioning or authorizing 
the performance of any act regarded in 
the jurisdiction where performed as the 
unauthorized practice of law. 

(e) Appearance. No individual other 
than those specified in paragraphs (a), 
(b), and (c) of this section will be per-
mitted to practice before the Office in 
trademark matters on behalf of a cli-
ent. Except as specified in § 2.11(a) of 
this chapter, an individual may appear 
in a trademark or other non-patent 
matter in his or her own behalf or on 
behalf of: 

(1) A firm of which he or she is a 
member; 

(2) A partnership of which he or she 
is a partner; or 

(3) A corporation or association of 
which he or she is an officer and which 
he or she is authorized to represent. 

(f) Application for reciprocal recogni-
tion. An individual seeking reciprocal 
recognition under paragraph (c) of this 
section, in addition to providing evi-
dence satisfying the provisions of para-
graph (c) of this section, shall apply in 
writing to the OED Director for recip-
rocal recognition, and shall pay the ap-
plication fee required by § 1.21(a)(1)(i) of 
this subchapter. 

[73 FR 47688, Aug. 14, 2008, as amended at 84 
FR 31511, July 2, 2019] 

§ 11.15 Refusal to recognize a practi-
tioner. 

Any practitioner authorized to ap-
pear before the Office may be sus-
pended, excluded, or reprimanded in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this 
Part. Any practitioner who is sus-

pended or excluded under this Part 
shall not be entitled to practice before 
the Office in patent, trademark, or 
other non-patent matters while sus-
pended or excluded. 

[73 FR 47688, Aug. 14, 2008] 

§ 11.16 Requirements for admission to 
the USPTO Law School Clinic Cer-
tification Program. 

(a) The USPTO Law School Clinic 
Certification Program allows students 
enrolled in a participating law school’s 
clinic to practice before the Office in 
patent or trademark matters by draft-
ing, filing, and prosecuting patent or 
trademark applications on a pro bono 
basis for clients that qualify for assist-
ance from the law school’s clinic. All 
law schools accredited by the American 
Bar Association are eligible for partici-
pation in the program, and shall be ex-
amined for acceptance using identical 
criteria. 

(b) Application for admission and re-
newal—(1) Application for admission. 
Non-participating law schools seeking 
admission to the USPTO Law School 
Clinic Certification Program, and par-
ticipating law schools seeking to add a 
practice area, shall submit an applica-
tion for admission for such practice 
area to OED in accordance with cri-
teria and time periods set forth by the 
OED Director. 

(2) Renewal application. Each partici-
pating law school desiring to continue 
in the USPTO Law School Clinic Cer-
tification Program shall, biennially 
from a date assigned to the law school 
by the OED Director, submit a renewal 
application to OED in accordance with 
criteria set forth by the OED Director. 

(3) The OED Director may refuse ad-
mission or renewal of a law school to 
the USPTO Law School Clinic Certifi-
cation Program if the OED Director de-
termines that admission, or renewal, of 
the law school would fail to provide 
significant benefit to the public or the 
law students participating in the law 
school’s clinic. 

(c) Faculty Clinic Supervisor. Any law 
school seeking admission to or partici-
pating in the USPTO Law School Clin-
ic Certification Program must have at 
least one Faculty Clinic Supervisor for 
the patent practice area, if the clinic 
includes patent practice; and at least 
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