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National Park Service, Interior § 3.4 

(d) Violation of the terms and condi-
tions of a permit issued in accordance 
with this section is prohibited and may 
result in the suspension or revocation 
of the permit. 

PART 3—BOATING AND WATER USE 
ACTIVITIES 

Sec. 
3.1 What is the applicability and scope of 

this part? 
3.2 Do other boating laws and regulations 

apply to me when I operate my boat on 
park waters? 

3.3 Am I required to obtain a permit to op-
erate a vessel in a park area? 

3.4 For what purposes may my vessel be in-
spected? 

3.5 Do I have to report an accident involv-
ing a vessel to the National Park Serv-
ice? 

3.6 What are the requirements to operate a 
power driven vessel? 

3.7 What are the NPS Personal Flotation 
Device (PFD) requirements? 

3.8 What vessel operations are prohibited? 
3.9 May I operate my personal watercraft 

(PWC) in park waters? 
3.10 What are the regulations regarding op-

erating a vessel while under the influ-
ence of alcohol and/or drugs? 

3.11 When is testing for alcohol or drugs re-
quired? 

3.12 May I use a vessel to tow a person for 
water skiing or other similar activities? 

3.13 What conditions apply to the use of Ma-
rine Sanitation Devices (MSD)? 

3.14 Am I required to remove a sunken, 
grounded, or disabled vessel? 

3.15 What is the maximum noise level for 
the operation of a vessel? 

3.16 May I swim or wade in park waters? 
3.17 What regulations apply to swimming 

areas and beaches? 
3.18 May I snorkel or underwater dive in 

park waters? 
3.19 May I operate a submersible within 

park waters? 

AUTHORITY: 54 U.S.C. 100101, 100751, 320102. 

SOURCE: 72 FR 13702, Mar. 23, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 3.1 What is the applicability and 
scope of this part? 

The applicability of the regulations 
in this part is described in § 1 .2 of this 
chapter. 

§ 3.2 Do other boating laws and regula-
tions apply to me when I operate 
my boat on park waters? 

(a) In addition to the regulations 
contained in this part, the NPS adopts 
applicable laws and regulations of the 
United States Coast Guard. The USCG 
laws and regulations are found in Title 
14 United States Code, Title 33 United 
States Code, Title 46 United States 
Code, and 33 CFR chapter I, 46 CFR 
chapter I and III and 49 CFR chapter 
IV. NPS applies the adopted laws and 
regulations to vessels and their oper-
ation on all waters (navigable and non- 
navigable) subject to NPS jurisdiction. 
Therefore, Federal regulations author-
izing an action by the ‘‘captain of the 
port’’ or another officer or employee of 
the United States Coast Guard, author-
ize a like action by the superintendent. 

(b) Except to the extent that direc-
tives of the United States Coast Guard 
have expressly or implicitly preempted 
inconsistent state laws and regulations 
or as otherwise provided by subsection 
(a), vessels and their operation on all 
waters subject to NPS jurisdiction are 
governed by non-conflicting boating 
safety laws and regulations of the 
State within whose interior boundaries 
a park area or portion thereof is lo-
cated. 

§ 3.3 Am I required to obtain a permit 
to operate a vessel in a park area? 

Generally, you are not required to 
obtain a permit to operate a vessel in a 
park area. However, in certain cir-
cumstances, taking into consideration 
public safety, protection of park re-
sources, and weather and park manage-
ment objectives, the superintendent 
may require a permit for use of a vessel 
within a park area, under §§ 1.5 and 1.7, 
and will issue permits consistent with 
§ 1.6 of this chapter. 

§ 3.4 For what purposes may my vessel 
be inspected? 

(a) An authorized person may at any 
time stop and/or board a vessel to ex-
amine documents, licenses or permits 
relating to operation of the vessel, and 
to inspect the vessel to determine com-
pliance with regulations pertaining to 
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