
24 

36 CFR Ch. II (7–1–23 Edition) § 212.10 

tend to direct or limit policies and pro-
cedures for management of lands ad-
ministered by the Forest Service. 

(25 Stat. 357, 26 Stat. 1103, 30 Stat. 35–36, 1233, 
38 Stat. 430, 46 Stat. 1421, 64 Stat. 82, 72 Stat. 
885, as amended, 74 Stat. 215, 78 Stat. 1089; 16 
U.S.C. 471, 478, 498, 525, 528–531, 532, 538, 551, 
572, 23 U.S.C. 101, 205, 40 U.S.C. 257, 258a et 
seq.; 42 Atty. Gen. Op. No. 7; Comp. Gen. B– 
65972, May 19, 1947; 40 Comp. Gen. 372; 41 
Comp. Gen. 1; 41 Comp. Gen. 576, and 42 
Comp. Gen. 590) 

[30 FR 5478, Apr. 16, 1965, as amended at 39 
FR 27650, July 31, 1974. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 58654, Oct. 30, 1997] 

§ 212.10 Maximum economy National 
Forest System roads. 

The Chief may acquire, construct, re-
construct, improve, and maintain Na-
tional Forest System roads within and 
near the National Forests and other 
lands administered by the Forest Serv-
ice in locations and according to speci-
fications which will permit maximum 
economy in harvesting timber from 
such lands tributary to such roads and 
at the same time meet the require-
ments for protection, development, and 
management thereof and for utilization 
of the other resources thereof. Financ-
ing of such roads may be accom-
plished— 

(a) By the Chief utilizing appro-
priated funds, 

(b) By requirements on purchasers of 
National Forest timber and other prod-
ucts, including provisions for amortiza-
tion of road costs in contracts, 

(c) By cooperative financing with 
other public agencies and with private 
agencies or persons, or 

(d) By a combination of these meth-
ods, provided that where roads are to 
be constructed at a higher standard 
than the standard—consistent with ap-
plicable environmental laws and regu-
lations—that is sufficient for har-
vesting and removal of National Forest 
timber and other products covered by a 
particular sale, the purchaser of the 
timber and other products shall not be 
required to bear the part of the cost 
necessary to meet the higher standard, 
and the Chief may make such arrange-

ments to achieve this end as may be 
appropriate. 

(25 Stat. 357, 26 Stat. 1103, 30 Stat. 35–36, 1233, 
38 Stat. 430, 46 Stat. 1421, 64 Stat. 82, 72 Stat. 
885, as amended, 74 Stat. 215, 78 Stat. 1089; 16 
U.S.C. 471, 478, 498, 525, 528–531, 532, 538, 551, 
572, 23 U.S.C. 101, 205, 40 U.S.C. 257, 258a et 
seq.; 42 Atty. Gen. Op. No. 7; Comp. Gen. B– 
65972, May 19, 1947; 40 Comp. Gen. 372; 41 
Comp. Gen. 1; 41 Comp. Gen. 576, and 42 
Comp. Gen. 590) 

[30 FR 5479, Apr. 16, 1965. Redesignated at 62 
FR 58654, Oct. 30, 1997; 66 FR 3217, Jan. 12, 
2001; 70 FR 68288, Nov. 9, 2005] 

§§ 212.11–212.20 [Reserved] 

§ 212.21 Pacific Crest National Scenic 
Trail. 

The Pacific Crest National Scenic 
Trail as defined by the National Trails 
Systems Act, 82 Stat. 919, shall be ad-
ministered primarily as a footpath and 
horseback riding trail by the Forest 
Service in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior. The use of mo-
torized vehicles may be authorized by 
the Federal Agency administering the 
segment of trail involved when use of 
such vehicles is necessary to meet 
emergencies or to enable landowners or 
land users to have reasonable access to 
their lands or timber rights. 

(82 Stat. 919 (16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.)) 

[43 FR 20007, May 10, 1978] 

Subpart B—Designation of Roads, 
Trails, and Areas for Motor Ve-
hicle Use 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1011(f), 16 U.S.C. 551, 
E.O. 11644, 11989 (42 FR 26959). 

SOURCE: 70 FR 68288, Nov. 9, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 212.50 Purpose, scope, and defini-
tions. 

(a) Purpose. This subpart provides for 
a system of National Forest System 
roads, National Forest System trails, 
and areas on National Forest System 
lands that are designated for motor ve-
hicle use. After these roads, trails, and 
areas are designated, motor vehicle 
use, including the class of vehicle and 
time of year, not in accordance with 
these designations is prohibited by 36 
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CFR 261.13. Motor vehicle use off des-
ignated roads and trails and outside 
designated areas is prohibited by 36 
CFR 261.13. 

(b) Scope. The responsible official 
may incorporate previous administra-
tive decisions regarding travel manage-
ment made under other authorities, in-
cluding designations and prohibitions 
of motor vehicle use, in designating 
National Forest System roads, Na-
tional Forest System trails, and areas 
on National Forest System lands for 
motor vehicle use under this subpart. 

(c) For definitions of terms used in 
this subpart, refer to § 212.1 in subpart 
A of this part. 

§ 212.51 Designation of roads, trails, 
and areas. 

(a) General. Motor vehicle use on Na-
tional Forest System roads, on Na-
tional Forest System trails, and in 
areas on National Forest System lands 
shall be designated by vehicle class 
and, if appropriate, by time of year by 
the responsible official on administra-
tive units or Ranger Districts of the 
National Forest System, provided that 
the following vehicles and uses are ex-
empted from these designations: 

(1) Aircraft; 
(2) Watercraft; 
(3) Over-snow vehicles (see § 212.81); 
(4) Limited administrative use by the 

Forest Service; 
(5) Use of any fire, military, emer-

gency, or law enforcement vehicle for 
emergency purposes; 

(6) Authorized use of any combat or 
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes; 

(7) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; and 

(8) Motor vehicle use that is specifi-
cally authorized under a written au-
thorization issued under Federal law or 
regulations. 

(b) Motor vehicle use for dispersed 
camping or big game retrieval. In desig-
nating routes, the responsible official 
may include in the designation the 
limited use of motor vehicles within a 
specified distance of certain forest 
roads or trails where motor vehicle use 
is allowed, and if appropriate within 
specified time periods, solely for the 
purposes of dispersed camping or re-
trieval of a downed big game animal by 

an individual who has legally taken 
that animal. 

[70 FR 68288, Nov. 9, 2005, as amended at 73 
FR 74613, Dec. 9, 2008] 

§ 212.52 Public involvement. 
(a) General. The public shall be al-

lowed to participate in the designation 
of National Forest System roads, Na-
tional Forest System trails, and areas 
on National Forest System lands and 
revising those designations pursuant to 
this subpart. Advance notice shall be 
given to allow for public comment, 
consistent with agency procedures 
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act, on proposed designations and 
revisions. Public notice with no further 
public involvement is sufficient if a 
National Forest or Ranger District has 
made previous administrative deci-
sions, under other authorities and in-
cluding public involvement, which re-
strict motor vehicle use over the entire 
National Forest or Ranger District to 
designated routes and areas, and no 
change is proposed to these previous 
decisions and designations. 

(b) Absence of public involvement in 
temporary, emergency closures—(1) Gen-
eral. Nothing in this section shall alter 
or limit the authority to implement 
temporary, emergency closures pursu-
ant to 36 CFR part 261, subpart B, with-
out advance public notice to provide 
short-term resource protection or to 
protect public health and safety. 

(2) Temporary, emergency closures 
based on a determination of considerable 
adverse effects. If the responsible offi-
cial determines that motor vehicle use 
on a National Forest System road or 
National Forest System trail or in an 
area on National Forest System lands 
is directly causing or will directly 
cause considerable adverse effects on 
public safety or soil, vegetation, wild-
life, wildlife habitat, or cultural re-
sources associated with that road, 
trail, or area, the responsible official 
shall immediately close that road, 
trail, or area to motor vehicle use until 
the official determines that such ad-
verse effects have been mitigated or 
eliminated and that measures have 
been implemented to prevent future re-
currence. The responsible official shall 
provide public notice of the closure 
pursuant to 36 CFR 261.51, including 
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