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(b) Some public areas in the National 
Archives Building may be available for 
private events or government organiza-
tion use only before or after the build-
ing closes to the public, while other 
public areas may be available for such 
use during normal business hours, sub-
ject to NARA’s official business needs. 

§ 1280.84 Using the Rotunda. 

(a) We do not allow private group 
event activities (e.g., dinner/reception, 
program) to be held in the Rotunda or 
the exhibit galleries in the National 
Archives Museum. We may, at our dis-
cretion, allow attendees at private 
group events to enter the Rotunda and 
other Museum areas in conjunction 
with their event to view the exhibits, 
but the event activities themselves 
may not be held in those spaces. 
Whether during or outside of regular 
business hours, event attendees may 
film, photograph, or videotape in the 
Rotunda or other Museum areas, in-
cluding group photographs or videos, 
for personal use only, in accordance 
with all applicable regulations con-
tained in this part and unless other-
wise posted. 

(b) We may, upon application, permit 
other Federal agencies, quasi–Federal 
agencies, and state, local, and tribal 
governments to use the Rotunda for of-
ficial functions, with NARA as a co- 
sponsor. Governmental groups that use 
the Rotunda for official functions must 
reimburse NARA for the cost of addi-
tional cleaning, security, and other 
staff services, as for use of any other 
public spaces. 

[85 FR 26851, May 6, 2020, as amended at 88 
FR 58502, Aug. 28, 2023] 

§ 1280.86 National Archives at College 
Park space available for events. 

You may ask to use the following 
areas: 

TABLE 1 TO § 1280.86 

Area Capacity 

Auditorium .............................. 300 people. 
Lecture rooms ........................ 30 to 70 people (or up to 300 

with all dividers removed). 

§ 1280.88 When public areas in the Na-
tional Archives at College Park are 
available. 

(a) Most areas are available for set- 
up and use from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
on Federal holidays. A NARA staff 
member must be present at all times 
when the public area is in use. If the 
space and staff are available, we may 
approve requests for events held before 
or after these hours and on weekends 
or Federal holidays. 

(b) Public areas at the National Ar-
chives at College Park are normally 
available for private events or govern-
ment organization use during normal 
business hours. 

PART 1281—PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 
FACILITIES 

Sec. 
1281.1 What is the scope of this part? 
1281.2 What publications are incorporated 

by reference? 
1281.3 What definitions apply to this part? 
1281.4 What are the architectural and design 

standards for Presidential libraries? 
1281.6 What certifications must be provided 

to NARA? 
1281.8 What information must be provided 

to NARA for its report to Congress on a 
new Presidential library facility? 

1281.10 When does a foundation consult with 
NARA before offering a gift of a physical 
or material change, or addition to an ex-
isting library? 

1281.12 What information must be provided 
to NARA for its report to Congress on a 
change or addition to a Presidential li-
brary facility? 

1281.14 What type of endowment is required 
for a Presidential library? 

1281.16 What standard does NARA use for 
measuring building size? 

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2104(a), 2112. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 34198, June 17, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1281.1 What is the scope of this part? 
(a) This part implements provisions 

of the Presidential Libraries Act, codi-
fied at 44 U.S.C. 2112(a) and (g). The Act 
requires the Archivist of the United 
States to promulgate architectural and 
design standards for new and existing 
Presidential libraries in order to en-
sure that such depositories preserve 
Presidential records subject to Chapter 
22 of this title and papers and other 
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historical materials accepted for de-
posit under section 2111 of this title 
and contain adequate research facili-
ties. In addition the Archivist must 
submit a written report to the Con-
gress before accepting new libraries or 
certain proposed physical or material 
changes or additions to an existing li-
brary; and to ensure, for existing li-
braries subject to the mandatory en-
dowment requirement, that the endow-
ment specified by 44 U.S.C. 2112(g) has 
been transferred to the National Ar-
chives Trust Fund before acceptance by 
the Archivist. 

(b) This part applies to design and 
construction of new libraries that are 
offered to NARA on or after July 17, 
2008 and to material changes or addi-
tions to new and existing libraries 
funded wholly by gift on or after that 
date. 

§ 1281.2 What publications are incor-
porated by reference? 

(a) The materials listed in this sec-
tion are incorporated by reference in 
the corresponding sections noted. 
These incorporations by reference were 
approved by the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. These mate-
rials are incorporated as they exist on 
the date of the approval, and notice of 
any change in these materials will be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
The materials are available for pur-
chase at the corresponding addresses 
noted below. You may inspect a copy 
at the National Archives and Records 
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740 or at the Office 
of the Federal Register (OFR). For in-
formation on the availability of this 
material at the OFR, call 202–741–6030, 
or go to: http://www.archives.gov/fed-
eral_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ 
ibr_locations.html. 

(b) The following materials are avail-
able for purchase from the Building 
Owners and Managers Association 
(BOMA), BOMA International 1201 New 
York Avenue, NW., Suite 300, Wash-
ington DC, 20005, http://www.boma.org. 
or the American National Standards 
Institute, (ANSI), Inc., 11 West 42nd 
Street, New York, NY 10036. 

(1) ANSI/BOMA Z65.1–1996, Standard 
Method for Measuring Floor Areas in 

Office Buildings (the BOMA Standard), 
approved June 7, 1996; IBR approved for 
§§ 1281.3, and 1281.16. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[73 FR 34198, June 17, 2008, as amended at 76 
FR 11337, Mar. 2, 2011] 

§ 1281.3 What definitions apply to this 
part? 

The following definitions apply to 
this part: 

Architectural and design standards. 
This term refers to the document cited 
in § 1281.4. 

Archival functions. The term means 
arranging, describing, reviewing, pre-
serving, reproducing, restoring, exhib-
iting, and making available Presi-
dential and other records and histor-
ical materials in the care and custody 
of the Presidential libraries, and in-
cludes the salaries and expenses of 
NARA personnel performing those 
functions. 

Endowment library. This term means 
a Presidential library that is subject to 
the endowment requirements of 44 
U.S.C. 2112(g). The term includes the 
existing libraries of presidents who 
took the oath of office as President for 
the first time on or after January 20, 
1985, the proposed library of President 
George W. Bush, and the libraries of 
presidents who take the oath of office 
as President for the first time on or 
after July 1, 2002. 

Equipment. As used in this part, the 
term means operating equipment that 
must be furnished with the new library 
and included in the calculation of the 
required endowment. Operating equip-
ment is fundamental to the operation 
of the library and is normally built 
into the facility or permanently 
mounted to the structure. 

Existing library. This term means a 
Presidential library that has been ac-
cepted by the Archivist under 44 U.S.C. 
2112(a) and established as part of the 
system of Presidential libraries man-
aged by NARA. 

Facility operations. This term means 
those activities, including administra-
tive services, involved with maintain-
ing, operating, protecting, and improv-
ing a Presidential library. 

Foundation. This term means a pri-
vate organization organized under 
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state law to construct a new Presi-
dential library. The term usually refers 
to nonprofit charitable organizations 
that meet the requirements of section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
(26 CFR 501(c)(3)). The term specifically 
includes ‘‘foundation’’ and ‘‘institute,’’ 
as those terms are used in 44 U.S.C. 
2112(a)(1)(B). 

Historical materials. The term ‘‘his-
torical materials’’ has the meaning set 
forth at 44 U.S.C. 2101. 

New library. This term means a Presi-
dential library for a President who 
took the oath of office as President for 
the first time on or after January 20, 
1985, that has not been accepted by the 
Archivist under 44 U.S.C. 2112(a). Presi-
dential libraries that have been accept-
ed by the Archivist and established as 
part of the system of Presidential li-
braries that are managed by NARA are 
‘‘existing libraries.’’ 

Physical or material change or addition. 
This term means any addition of 
square footage, as defined by the 
BOMA Standard (incorporated by ref-
erence in § 1281.2) or any physical or 
material change to the existing struc-
ture of an existing library that results 
in a significant increase in the cost of 
facility operations. 

Presidential library. This term means 
a Presidential archival depository as 
defined in 44 U.S.C. 2101. 

Presidential records. The term has the 
meaning set forth at 44 U.S.C. 2201. 

§ 1281.4 What are the architectural 
and design standards for Presi-
dential libraries? 

The Archivist is required by 44 U.S.C. 
2112(a)(2) to promulgate architectural 
and design standards for Presidential 
libraries. The standards address the ar-
chitectural, design, and structural re-
quirements of a new Presidential li-
brary and additions or renovations, and 
they ensure that Presidential libraries 
are safe and efficient to operate and 
provide adequate and secure research 
and museum facilities. A copy of the 
standards is provided to the foundation 
upon request and is available from the 
Office of Presidential Libraries (NL), 
Room 2200, 8601 Adelphi Rd., College 
Park, MD 20740–6001. 

§ 1281.6 What certifications must be 
provided to NARA? 

(a) The foundation must provide to 
NARA design and construction certifi-
cations specified in the architectural 
and design standards. 

(b) Any item that NARA finds is not 
in compliance with the architectural 
and design standards must be corrected 
by the foundation or, if not corrected 
by the foundation, will be corrected by 
NARA with the foundation paying the 
full cost of taking necessary corrective 
action. 

§ 1281.8 What information must be pro-
vided to NARA for its report to Con-
gress on a new Presidential library 
facility? 

(a) NARA must submit a report to 
Congress on a proposed new library 
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2112(a)(3). The 
foundation that is building the library 
must help NARA as necessary in com-
piling the information needed for this 
report. If a State, political subdivision, 
university, institution of higher learn-
ing, or institute participates in the 
construction of the new library (e.g., 
by making land available for the facil-
ity), that party is subject to the same 
requirement. Requested information 
must be sent to the Office of Presi-
dential Libraries (NL), Room 2200, 8601 
Adelphi Rd., College Park, MD 20740– 
6001 far enough in advance of the an-
ticipated date of transfer of the Li-
brary for NARA to compile and submit 
the report so that it may lie before 
Congress for the minimum time period 
specified in 44 U.S.C. 2112(a)(5). The 
normal lead time for submitting the re-
quired information is a least six 
months in advance of the anticipated 
date of transfer, but the submission 
date is subject to negotiation between 
NARA and the foundation in specific 
cases. The collection of information by 
NARA for these purposes has been ap-
proved under the Paperwork Reduction 
Act by the Office of Management and 
Budget with the control number 3095– 
0036. 

(b) Paragraph (a)(3) of 44 U.S.C. 2112 
lists the information that NARA must 
include in its report to Congress. The 
foundation and NARA will agree as 
part of the planning process for a new 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 11:21 Mar 07, 2025 Jkt 262147 PO 00000 Frm 00798 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\262147.XXX 262147js
pe

ar
s 

on
 D

S
K

12
1T

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



789 

National Archives and Records Administration § 1281.12 

library on what information the foun-
dation will provide and when. The same 
requirement applies to other entities 
involved in the construction of a new 
library (e.g., a local government or uni-
versity). Foundations will normally be 
responsible, at a minimum, for pro-
viding the following information to 
NARA: 

(1) A description of the land, facility, 
and equipment offered as a gift or to be 
made available without transfer of 
title, which must include: 

(i) The legal description of the land, 
including plat, and evidence of clear 
title to the land upon which the library 
is constructed; 

(ii) Site plan, floor plans, building 
sections and elevations, artist’s rep-
resentation of building and grounds; 

(iii) Description of building contents, 
including furniture, equipment, and 
museum installations; and 

(iv) Measurement of the facility in 
accordance with § 1281.16. 

(2) A statement specifying the esti-
mated total cost of the library and the 
amount of the endowment required 
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2112(g); 

(3) An offer or other statement set-
ting forth the terms of the proposed 
agreement for transfer or use of the fa-
cility, if any; 

(4) Copies of any proposed agree-
ments between the state, other polit-
ical subdivision, the donating group, 
other institutions, and the United 
States which may affect ownership or 
operation of the library facility; 

(5) A statement of and copies of any 
proposed agreements concerning the 
proposed support of library programs 
by non-federal sources; and 

(6) A statement on cost-saving design 
features of the building. 

(7) A written certification that the li-
brary and the equipment therein will 
comply with NARA standards. 

§ 1281.10 When does a foundation con-
sult with NARA before offering a 
gift of a physical or material 
change, or addition to an existing 
library? 

A foundation must consult with the 
Office of Presidential Libraries before 
beginning the process of offering a gift 
for the purpose of making a physical or 
material change or addition to a new 
or existing library. NARA will furnish 

the interested foundation the current 
architectural and design standards as 
specified in § 1281.4. Others may request 
a single copy by writing the Office of 
Presidential Libraries (NL), Room 2200, 
8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, Mary-
land 20740–6001. 

§ 1281.12 What information must be 
provided to NARA for its report to 
Congress on a change or addition to 
a Presidential library facility? 

(a) NARA must submit a report to 
Congress on a proposed physical or ma-
terial change or addition to an existing 
library that is being funded wholly by 
gift. The foundation or other party of-
fering the gift to NARA must help 
NARA as necessary in compiling the 
information needed for the report. Re-
quired information must be sent to the 
Office of Presidential Libraries (NL), 
Room 2200, 8601 Adelphi Rd., College 
Park, MD 20740–6001, far enough in ad-
vance of the Archivist’s acceptance of 
the gift for NARA to compile and sub-
mit the report to Congress in accord-
ance with 44 U.S.C. 2112(a)(5). The nor-
mal lead time for submitting the re-
quired information on physical or ma-
terial changes or additions is at least 
nine (9) months in advance of the an-
ticipated date that work will begin on 
the physical or material change or ad-
dition to the library. The collection of 
information contained in this section 
has been approved under the Paper-
work Reduction Act by the Office of 
Management and Budget with the con-
trol number 3095–0036. 

(b) Paragraph (a)(4) of 44 U.S.C. 2112 
lists the information that NARA must 
include in its report to Congress. The 
donor and NARA will agree as part of 
the planning process what information 
the donor will provide and when, but 
donors will normally be responsible, at 
a minimum, for providing the following 
information to NARA: 

(1) A description of the gift, which 
must include as appropriate: 

(i) The legal description of the land, 
including plat; 

(ii) Site plan, floor plans, building 
sections and elevations, artist’s rep-
resentation of building and grounds as 
they will be affected by the gift; 
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(iii) Description of building contents 
that are part of the gift, including fur-
niture, equipment, and museum instal-
lations; 

(iv) For endowment libraries, a meas-
urement of the addition or change to 
the facility in accordance with § 1281.16; 
and 

(v) A review of all critical spaces 
where NARA holdings will be stored, 
used, or exhibited, including informa-
tion on life-safety, environmental, 
holdings storage, and other systems 
against NARA standards. 

(2) A statement of the estimated 
total cost of the proposed physical or 
material change or addition to the li-
brary, and, for endowment libraries, an 
estimate of the amount of the addi-
tional endowment required pursuant to 
44 U.S.C. 2112(g). 

(3) A statement of the purpose of the 
proposed change or addition. 

(4) A written certification that the li-
brary and the equipment therein will 
comply with NARA standards after the 
change or addition is made. 

§ 1281.14 What type of endowment is 
required for a Presidential library? 

(a) Endowment requirement—new li-
braries. The foundation or organization 
that is offering NARA a new Presi-
dential library must establish an en-
dowment for the library, by gift or be-
quest, in the National Archives Trust 
Fund before the Archivist may accept 
the transfer of the library. The purpose 
of the endowment is to help NARA de-
fray the cost of facility operations. The 
endowment requirement for the pro-
spective new library of President 
George W. Bush is set forth in para-
graphs 2 and 3 of 44 U.S.C. 2112(g). The 
endowment requirements for the new 
libraries of presidents taking the oath 
of office from the first time on or after 
July 1, 2002, are set forth in paragraphs 
2, 3, and 5 of 44 U.S.C. 2112(g). 

(b) Endowment requirement—change or 
addition to an endowment library. For a 
proposed physical or material change 
or addition to an endowment library 
that is being funded wholly by gift, the 
foundation or other organization that 
is offering the gift must agree, as a 
condition of the gift, to transfer mon-
ies by gift or bequest to the library’s 
existing endowment in the National 

Archives Trust Fund in an amount suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirements of 
paragraphs 2, 3, and 5 of 44 U.S.C. 
2112(g). The Archivist must determine 
that the additional endowment monies 
have been transferred to the Trust 
Fund before he accepts the gift of the 
physical or material change or addi-
tion. 

(c) Use of endowment income. The in-
come from a library’s endowment is 
available to cover the cost of facility 
operations, but is not available for the 
performance of archival functions. 

(d) Calculating a library’s endowment. 
The formulas for calculating the re-
quired endowment are set forth in 44 
U.S.C. 2112(g)(3)–(5). 

(e) Equipment costs that must be in-
cluded in the endowment calculation. The 
cost of all operating equipment pro-
vided with a new library must be in-
cluded in the endowment calculation 
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2112(g)(3). The Ar-
chivist will provide in the architec-
tural and design standards, a list of 
equipment guidelines, recommenda-
tions, and minimum requirements for a 
foundation’s use in designing and 
building a new library. The list is not 
exhaustive and requirements may 
change with evolving technology, pro-
gram requirements, and the final li-
brary design. 

(f) Formula for a shared use library 
building. For endowment purposes, the 
construction cost of a shared use li-
brary building containing both NARA 
and Foundation-controlled areas will 
be determined using the following for-
mula: The percentage of the usable 
square footage of the NARA-controlled 
areas to the usable square footage of 
the entire building multiplied by the 
cost of the entire building. That figure 
is then used in calculating a library’s 
endowment as specified by subsection 
(d) of this section and 44 U.S.C. 
2112(g)(3)–(5). 

§ 1281.16 What standard does NARA 
use for measuring building size? 

For purposes of 44 U.S.C. 2112(g)(3) 
and (4), and this part, NARA has adopt-
ed the BOMA Standard (incorporated 
by reference in § 1281.2) as the standard 
for measuring the size of the facility 
and the value for calculating the en-
dowment. The architectural and design 
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standards contain the description of 
the area to be measured as to obtain 
the useable square footage and the ex-
clusions to the measurement. 

PART 1284—EXHIBITS 

Sec. 
1284.1 Scope of part. 
1284.20 Does NARA exhibit privately-owned 

material? 
1284.30 Does NARA lend documents to other 

institutions for exhibit purposes? 

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2104(a), 2109. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 39323, June 30, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1284.1 Scope of part. 
This part sets forth policies and pro-

cedures concerning the exhibition of 
materials. 

§ 1284.20 Does NARA exhibit privately- 
owned material? 

(a) NARA does not normally accept 
for display documents, paintings, or 
other objects belonging to private indi-
viduals or organizations except as part 
of a NARA-produced exhibit. 

(b) NARA may accept for temporary 
special exhibit at the National Ar-
chives Building privately-owned docu-
ments or other objects under the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) The material to be displayed re-
lates to the institutional history of the 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration or its predecessor organiza-
tions, the National Archives Establish-
ment and the National Archives and 
Records Service; 

(2) Exhibition space is available in 
the building that NARA judges to be 

appropriate in terms of security, light 
level, climate control, and available 
exhibition cases or other necessary fix-
tures; and 

(3) NARA has resources (such as ex-
hibit and security staff) available to 
produce the special exhibit. 

(c) The Director of Museum Pro-
grams (NWE), in conjunction with the 
NARA General Counsel when appro-
priate, reviews all offers to display pri-
vately-owned material in the Wash-
ington, DC, area, and negotiates the 
terms of exhibition for offers that 
NARA can accept. Directors of Presi-
dential libraries perform these tasks 
for their respective libraries. The lend-
er must provide in writing evidence of 
title to and authenticity of the item(s) 
to be displayed before NARA makes a 
loan agreement. 

(d) The Director of Museum Pro-
grams or director of the pertinent 
Presidential library will inform the of-
fering private individual or organiza-
tion of NARA’s decision in writing 
within 60 days. 

§ 1284.30 Does NARA lend documents 
to other institutions for exhibit pur-
poses? 

Yes, NARA considers lending docu-
ments that are in appropriate condi-
tion for exhibition and travel. Prospec-
tive exhibitors must comply with 
NARA’s requirements for security, fire 
protection, environmental controls, 
packing and shipping, exhibit methods, 
and insurance. For additional informa-
tion, contact Registrar, Museum Pro-
grams (NWE), National Archives and 
Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi 
Road, College Park, MD 20740–6001. 
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