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SUBCHAPTER G—NARA FACILITIES 
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AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2102 notes, 2104(a), 
2112, 2903. 

SOURCE: 85 FR 26851, May 6, 2020, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Rules of Conduct on 
or in NARA Property and Facilities 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

§ 1280.1 NARA facilities and applicable 
rules of conduct. 

(a) NARA facilities. Some NARA fa-
cilities are located on property the 
United States owns or that is otherwise 
under the control of the Archivist of 
the United States (‘‘NARA property’’), 
other facilities are leased by NARA di-
rectly using authority delegated by the 
General Services Administration 
(GSA), and still others are located on 
property owned, leased by, or otherwise 
under GSA’s control (‘‘GSA property’’), 
or owned and under the control of the 
Government Publishing Office (‘‘GPO 
property’’). 

(b) NARA property. You must comply 
with the rules in this part when you 
are on NARA property or using facili-
ties located on NARA property. 

(1) The National Archives Building. 
The National Archives Building in 
Washington, DC, is NARA property and 
NARA’s control includes: 

(i) The Pennsylvania Avenue NW, en-
trance between 7th and 9th Streets, in-
cluding the area within the retaining 
walls on either side of the entrance, in-
clusive of the statues, and the steps 
and ramps leading up to the entrance 
of the building; 

(ii) On the 7th Street, 9th Street, and 
Constitution Avenue NW, sides of the 
building, all property between the Na-
tional Archives Building and the curb 
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line of the street, including the side-
walks, the statues facing Constitution 
Avenue, and the other grounds; the 
steps leading up from the Constitution 
Avenue sidewalk and the portico at the 
top of those steps; the general public’s 
entrance to the National Archives Mu-
seum on Constitution Avenue (closer to 
9th Street); and the Special Events en-
trance to the National Archives Mu-
seum on Constitution Avenue (closer to 
7th Street). 

(iii) The National Park Service con-
trols the areas on the Pennsylvania 
Avenue side of the National Archives 
Building that are not NARA property. 

(2) Other NARA facilities. The fol-
lowing NARA facilities are also located 
on NARA property: The National Ar-
chives at College Park, in College 
Park, MD; the Presidential libraries 
and museums listed in 36 CFR 1253.3; 
and the National Archives at Atlanta 
in Morrow, Georgia, listed in 36 CFR 
1253.5(a). 

(3) Leased NARA facilities. The fol-
lowing NARA facilities are located on 
private property leased by NARA: The 
Atlanta Federal Records Center in 
Ellenwood, GA; the National Archives 
at Riverside and the Riverside Federal 
Records Center at Perris, CA; the Na-
tional Archives at Fort Worth and the 
Fort Worth Federal Records Center at 
Fort Worth, TX; and the National Per-
sonnel Records Center—Civilian Per-
sonnel Records in Valmeyer, IL. These 
Federal records centers are listed in 36 
CFR 1253.4 and archival facilities are 
listed in 36 CFR 1253.5. 

(c) GSA property. (1) The following 
NARA facilities are located on GSA 
property: All Federal records centers 
listed at 36 CFR 1253.4, except the Fed-
eral records centers listed in 36 CFR 
1280.1(b)(3), and all archival research 
rooms and facilities listed at 36 CFR 
1253.5, except the National Archives at 
Atlanta and the archival facilities list-
ed in 36 CFR 1280.1(b)(3). 

(2) You must comply with the fol-
lowing rules when you are on or using 
Federal records center or archival re-
search rooms and facilities located on 
GSA property and those facilities list-
ed in 36 CFR 1280.1(b)(3): 

(i) GSA’s regulations, 41 CFR part 
102–74, subpart C, Conduct on Federal 
Property, and subpart D, Occasional 

Use of Federal Buildings (if you are in-
terested in using the public areas in a 
facility for an event); and 

(ii) NARA’s regulations outlined in 
this part 1280. If a provision in this part 
conflicts with a GSA provision, comply 
with the GSA provision when on or 
using NARA facilities located on GSA 
property. 

(d) GPO property. (1) The following 
NARA facilities are located on GPO 
property: The Office of the Federal 
Register (OFR), the Office of Govern-
ment Information Services (OGIS), and 
the Center for Legislative Archives. 

(2) In addition to NARA rules out-
lined in this part 1280, you must com-
ply with GPO’s rules for the use of its 
property when you are on or using 
NARA facilities located on GPO prop-
erty (currently GPO Directive 825.38A, 
Rules and Regulations Governing Build-
ings and Grounds). If a provision in this 
part 1280 conflicts with a GPO provi-
sion, comply with the GPO provision 
when on or using NARA facilities on 
GPO property. 

(e) NARA research room rules. If you 
are using records in a NARA research 
room in any NARA facility, you must 
also comply with the rules in 36 CFR 
part 1254. If you violate a rule or regu-
lation in 36 CFR part 1254, you are sub-
ject to the types of corrective action 
set forth in that part, including revoca-
tion of research privileges. 

(f) Violations. If you violate a rule or 
regulation in this part you are subject 
to, among other types of corrective ac-
tion, removal and banning from the fa-
cility. 

(g) Closures. The Archivist of the 
United States reserves the right to 
close NARA facilities, including those 
located on GSA and GPO property, at 
any time for security reasons, special 
events, or other NARA business needs. 

§ 1280.2 Items subject to inspection. 
We may, at our discretion, inspect 

packages, briefcases, and other con-
tainers in the immediate possession of 
employees, contractors, and other peo-
ple arriving on, working at, visiting, or 
departing from NARA property and fa-
cilities. 41 CFR 102–74, subpart C, au-
thorizes GSA to conduct similar in-
spections at NARA facilities on GSA 
property. These inspection authorities 
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are in addition to NARA’s research 
room rules (see 36 CFR part 1254 and 36 
CFR 1280.1(e)). 

§ 1280.4 Children under the age of 14. 

We admit children under the age of 14 
to NARA facilities only if they are ac-
companied by an adult who will super-
vise them at all times. The director of 
a NARA facility may authorize a lower 
age limit for unaccompanied children 
to meet special circumstances (e.g., 
students who have been given permis-
sion to conduct research without adult 
supervision). 

§ 1280.6 Service animals. 

We allow service animals on or in 
NARA property and facilities in any 
area that the individual handling the 
service animal is otherwise entitled to 
enter. A service animal is any dog indi-
vidually trained to do work or perform 
tasks for the benefit of an individual 
with a disability. You may not bring 
any other animals onto or into NARA 
property and facilities, except for offi-
cial purposes. 

§ 1280.8 Driving on NARA property. 

When driving on NARA property, you 
must obey speed limits, posted signs, 
and other traffic laws, and park only in 
designated spaces. We reserve the right 
to tow, at the owner’s expense, any ve-
hicle that is parked illegally. If you 
must leave your vehicle illegally 
parked due to an emergency, you must 
notify the facility security guards as 
soon as possible. We may, at our discre-
tion, deny any vehicle access to NARA 
property for public safety or security 
reasons. 

§ 1280.12 Additional rules. 

(a) All facilities. NARA facilities and 
property may have additional posted 
rules that you must comply with. In 
addition, you must, at all times while 
in a NARA facility or on NARA prop-
erty, comply with official signs and 
with the directions of the guards and 
NARA staff. 

(b) Presidential libraries. You may be 
required to check all of your parcels 
and luggage in areas designated by li-
brary staff when visiting the museums 
or the Presidential libraries. 

(c) GSA and GPO property. Visitors to 
NARA facilities that are located on 
GSA or GPO property must check for 
and follow the rules that apply to the 
facility they visit, as GSA and GPO 
may have additional or different rules 
from the rules in this Part. 

(d) NARA official shuttle bus. People 
conducting research at or visiting the 
National Archives Building or the Na-
tional Archives at College Park may 
use NARA’s official shuttle to travel 
between these buildings, if space is 
available. 

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 

§ 1280.14 Weapons and explosives. 

(a) Federal law prohibits individuals 
to possess firearms or other dangerous 
weapons in Federal facilities unless the 
person is specifically authorized to pos-
sess such a weapon under 18 U.S.C. 930. 
State-issued carry permits are not 
valid in Federal facilities. Violators 
are subject to fine and/or imprisonment 
for a period up to five years. 

(b) You are also prohibited from 
bringing or possessing explosives, or 
items intended for use in fabricating an 
explosive or incendiary device, either 
openly or concealed, on or in NARA 
property and facilities. 

§ 1280.16 Illegal drugs and alcohol. 

(a) Except in cases where you are 
using the drug as prescribed for you as 
a patient by a licensed physician, all 
people entering in or on NARA facili-
ties or property are prohibited from: 

(1) Being under the influence, using 
or possessing any narcotic drugs, 
hallucinogens, marijuana, barbitu-
rates, or amphetamines; or 

(2) Operating a motor vehicle on the 
property while under the influence of 
alcoholic beverages, narcotic drugs, 
hallucinogens, marijuana, barbitu-
rates, or amphetamines. 

(b) Except where the Archivist of the 
United States or his/her designee 
grants an exemption in writing for the 
appropriate official use of alcoholic 
beverages, all people entering in or on 
NARA property or facilities are prohib-
ited from being under the influence of 
or using alcoholic beverages. 
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§ 1280.18 Gambling. 
(a) You may not participate in any 

type of gambling while on or in NARA 
property or facilities. This includes: 

(1) Participating in games for money 
or other personal property; 

(2) Operating gambling devices; 
(3) Conducting a lottery or pool; or 
(4) Selling or purchasing numbers 

tickets. 
(b) This rule does not apply to li-

censed blind operators of vending fa-
cilities who are selling chances for any 
lottery set forth in a state law and con-
ducted by an agency of a state as au-
thorized by section 2(a)(5) of the Ran-
dolph-Sheppard Act (20 U.S.C. 107, et 
seq.) 

§ 1280.20 Smoking or using alternative 
smoking devices. 

You may not smoke or use alter-
native smoking devices (electronic or 
vapor) inside any NARA facility (in-
cluding those located on GSA or GPO 
property), in courtyards on NARA 
property, or in any outdoor area within 
25 feet of any NARA facility air intake 
duct or doorway. Due to dangers that 
smoking and smoking devices present 
to the safety of occupants and the se-
curity of archival holdings, we have a 
zero-tolerance policy. You may smoke 
and use alternative smoking devices 
only in marked smoking areas outside 
certain NARA facilities. 

§ 1280.22 Distributing or posting mate-
rials. 

You may not distribute or post hand-
bills, fliers, pamphlets, or other mate-
rials on or in NARA property and fa-
cilities, except in spaces we designate 
for that purpose. This prohibition does 
not apply to displays or notices the 
Government distributes as part of au-
thorized activities or bulletin boards 
employees use to post personal notices. 

§ 1280.24 Eating and drinking. 
You may eat and drink inside NARA 

facilities only in designated areas. You 
may not eat or drink in any research 
rooms, records storage areas, or mu-
seum areas unless specifically author-
ized by the Archivist or designee. Fa-
cility directors may, by local rule, pro-
hibit eating and drinking in designated 
outdoor areas of NARA facilities or 

NARA property, as well (e.g., near arti-
facts that are on display outdoors). 

§ 1280.26 Soliciting, vending, and debt 
collecting. 

(a) On NARA property or in NARA fa-
cilities, you may not: 

(1) Solicit for personal, charitable, or 
commercial causes; 

(2) Sell any products; 
(3) Display or distribute commercial 

advertising; or 
(4) Collect private debts. 
(b) The following activities are ex-

ceptions to the prohibitions in sub-
section (a): 

(1) Participating in national or local 
drives for welfare, health, or other 
funds that the Office of Personnel Man-
agement authorizes or that NARA ap-
proves (e.g., the Combined Federal 
Campaign); 

(2) Employees collecting non-mone-
tary items such as food, clothing, or 
toys, as approved by the Archivist or 
his/her designee; 

(3) Authorized employee organiza-
tions, including employee affinity 
groups, soliciting for membership dues 
or other organizational support, as ap-
proved by the Archivist or his/her des-
ignee; and 

(4) Authorized charitable support or-
ganizations, like the National Archives 
Foundation or a Presidential library 
foundation (e.g., the museum store at 
the National Archives Building), con-
ducting revenue-producing activities. 

§ 1280.28 Other prohibited behavior. 

We reserve the right to remove any-
one from NARA facilities or property 
who is: 

(a) Stealing NARA property; 
(b) Willfully damaging or destroying 

NARA property; 
(c) Creating any hazard to people or 

things; 
(d) Throwing anything from or at a 

NARA building; or climbing on statues, 
fountains, gravesites, artwork, or other 
items on display in outdoor areas, or 
any part of a NARA building; 

(e) Improperly disposing of rubbish; 
(f) Acting in a disorderly fashion; 
(g) Acting in a manner that creates a 

loud or unusual noise or a nuisance; 
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(h) Acting in a manner that unrea-
sonably obstructs the usual use of 
NARA facilities or property; 

(i) Acting in a manner that otherwise 
impedes or disrupts performance of of-
ficial duties by Government and con-
tract employees; 

(j) Acting in a manner that prevents 
the general public from obtaining 
NARA-provided services in a timely 
manner; 

(k) Loitering; or 
(l) Threatening directly (e.g., in-per-

son communications or physical ges-
tures) or indirectly (e.g., via regular 
mail, email, or phone) any NARA em-
ployee, visitor, volunteer, contractor, 
other building occupants, facility, or 
property. 

§ 1280.30 Types of corrective action for 
prohibited behavior. 

(a) Individuals who violate the provi-
sions of this part are subject to: 

(1) Being removed from the property 
or facility (for up to seven calendar 
days) and possible law enforcement no-
tification; 

(2) Being banned from NARA prop-
erty or facilities; 

(3) Arrest for trespass; and 
(4) Any other corrective action a law 

or regulation prescribes. 
(b) The Executive for Research Serv-

ices, the Executive for Legislative Ar-
chives, Presidential Libraries, and Mu-
seum Services, the Executive for Agen-
cy Services, or the Director of the Se-
curity Management Division, may have 
the individual immediately removed 
and temporarily denied further access 
to the property or facility for up to 
seven calendar days. 

(c) During this removal period, the 
Executive for Business Support Serv-
ices renders a decision on whether the 
person should be banned from the spe-
cific facility from which they were re-
moved, or all NARA property or facili-
ties, for either a specific period of time 
or permanently. If the Executive de-
cides to ban the person, they will issue 
a written decision and notify the af-
fected NARA properties or facilities. 

(d) Banning under this part includes 
automatic revocation of research privi-
leges, notwithstanding the time peri-
ods set forth in 36 CFR 1254. Research 
privileges remain revoked until the 

ban is lifted, at which time the person 
who was banned may submit an appli-
cation for new privileges. 

§ 1280.32 Appealing a ban from NARA 
facilities or property. 

(a) Within 30 calendar days after you 
receive notice that you have been 
banned from a NARA facility or prop-
erty, you may appeal the decision in 
writing by mail to the Deputy Archi-
vist of the United States (address: Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (ND); 8601 Adelphi Road; Col-
lege Park, MD 20740–6001). In the re-
quest, you must state the reasons for 
the appeal. 

(b) The Deputy Archivist has 30 cal-
endar days after receiving the appeal 
to make a decision to rescind, modify, 
or uphold the ban, and will notify you 
of the decision in writing. 

(c) If the Deputy Archivist upholds 
the ban, we will not consider another 
appeal from you within one year from 
the date of your last request for recon-
sideration. After one year has passed, 
you may submit another appeal and 
the same process will apply. 

Subpart B—Rules for Filming, 
Photographing, or 
Videotaping on NARA Prop-
erty or in NARA Facilities 

§ 1280.40 Definitions. 
(a) Filming, photographing, or 

videotaping for commercial purposes. Any 
filming, photographing, or videotaping 
to promote commercial enterprises or 
commodities. 

(b) News filming, photographing, or 
videotaping. Any filming, 
photographing, or videotaping done by 
a commercial or non-profit news orga-
nization that is intended for use in a 
television or radio news broadcast, 
newspaper, or periodical. 

(c) Personal use filming, photographing, 
or videotaping. Any filming, 
photographing, or videotaping intended 
solely for personal or non-commercial 
educational use that will not be com-
mercially distributed. 

§ 1280.42 When the rules in this sub-
part apply. 

(a) These rules apply to anyone who 
is filming, photographing, or 
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videotaping inside any NARA facility 
or while on NARA property. 

(b) Filming, photographing, and 
videotaping on the grounds of any 
NARA archival research room except 
the ones in Atlanta, GA, Fort Worth, 
TX, and Perris (Riverside), CA, or on 
the grounds surrounding the Wash-
ington National Records Center, are 
governed by GSA regulations, 41 CFR 
part 101–20, Management of Buildings 
and Grounds, and must be approved by 
a GSA official. 

§ 1280.44 Filming, photographing, or 
videotaping for commercial pur-
poses. 

You are not permitted to film, photo-
graph, or videotape for commercial 
purposes on NARA property or in 
NARA facilities. 

§ 1280.46 Filming, photographing, or 
videotaping for personal use. 

(a) You may film, photograph, or vid-
eotape on NARA property outside a 
NARA facility so long as you do not 
impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

(b) You may film, photograph, or vid-
eotape inside a NARA facility during 
regular business hours in public areas, 
including research rooms and exhi-
bition areas, unless otherwise posted, 
under the following conditions: 

(1) You may not use a flash or other 
supplemental lighting; and 

(2) You may not use a selfie stick, 
monopod, tripod, or similar equipment. 

[88 FR 58502, Aug. 28, 2023] 

§ 1280.48 Applying to film, photograph, 
or videotape for news purposes. 

(a) If you wish to film, photograph, 
or videotape for news purposes at the 
National Archives Building (as delin-
eated in § 1280.2(a)), the National Ar-
chives at College Park, or the Wash-
ington National Records Center, you 
must request permission from the 
NARA Public Affairs Officer by email 
at public.affairs@nara.gov, by phone at 
202.357.5300, or by mail at National Ar-
chives and Records Administration; 700 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW; Public Af-
fairs Office; Washington, DC 20408–0001. 
See also § 1280.42(b) for additional per-
missions relating to the Washington 
National Records Center. 

(b) If you wish to film, photograph, 
or videotape for news purposes at a 
Presidential library or at an archival 
research room facility, you must con-
tact the director of the library (see 36 
CFR 1253.3 for contact information) or 
archival research room facility (see 36 
CFR 1253.5 for contact information) to 
request permission. 

(c) Your request for permission to 
film, photograph, or videotape for news 
purposes must contain the following 
information (OMB control number 
3095–0040): 

(1) The name of the organization you 
are working for; 

(2) Areas you wish to film, photo-
graph, or videotape; 

(3) Documents, if any, you wish to 
film; 

(4) The purpose of the project you are 
working on; 

(5) What you intend to do with the 
film, photograph, or videotape; and 

(6) How long you will need to com-
plete your work on or in NARA prop-
erty or facilities. 

(d) You must request permission at 
least two weeks in advance of your de-
sired filming date. If you make a re-
quest within a shorter time period, we 
may not be able to accommodate your 
request. 

(e) If you would like to use NARA 
equipment, you must also sign an 
agreement, NA Form 11010, Waiver of 
Liability (OMB control number 3095– 
0040). 

(f) This section does not apply to you 
if you have permission to use your own 
microfilming equipment to film archi-
val records and donated historical ma-
terials under the provisions of 36 CFR 
1254.90–1254.110. You must follow the 
procedures in 36 CFR part 1254 for per-
mission to film archival records and 
donated materials for research pur-
poses or for microfilm publications. 

§ 1280.50 What you may film, photo-
graph, or videotape for news pur-
poses. 

(a) We will permit you to film, photo-
graph, or videotape sections of the in-
terior or exterior of any NARA facility 
or property only for stories about: 

(1) NARA programs; 
(2) NARA exhibits; 
(3) NARA holdings; 
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(4) NARA services; 
(5) A former President; 
(6) A researcher who has made or is 

making use of NARA holdings (pro-
vided that the researcher also approves 
your request); or 

(7) Any other NARA-related activity 
approved by the appropriate NARA rep-
resentative. 

(b) We reserve the right to reject any 
request that does not meet the criteria 
set forth in paragraphs (a) and (c) of 
this section or because of scheduling or 
staffing constraints. 

(c) We will not grant you permission 
to film, photograph, or videotape if you 
intend to use the film, photographs, or 
videotape for commercial, partisan po-
litical, sectarian, or similar activities. 

§ 1280.52 Rules for filming, 
photographing, or videotaping for 
news purposes. 

The following conditions and restric-
tions apply to anyone that has been 
granted permission to film, photo-
graph, or videotape for news purposes 
under subpart B of this part: 

(a) We may limit or prohibit use of 
artificial light in connection with film-
ing, photographing, or videotaping doc-
uments for news purposes. You may 
not use any supplemental lighting de-
vices while filming, photographing, or 
videotaping inside a NARA facility in 
the Washington, DC, area without the 
prior permission of the NARA Public 
Affairs Officer. If the Public Affairs Of-
ficer approves your use of artificial 
lighting in the Rotunda or other ex-
hibit areas, we will use facsimiles in 
place of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, or other documents. If we ap-
prove your use of high intensity light-
ing, we will cover or replace with fac-
similes all other exhibited documents 
that fall within the boundaries of such 
illumination. You may not use any 
supplemental lighting devices at the 
Presidential libraries and the archival 
research room facilities without per-
mission from a NARA representative at 
that facility. 

(b) While filming, photographing, or 
videotaping, you are liable for injuries 
to people or property that result from 
your activities on or in NARA property 
and facilities. 

(c) At all times while on or in NARA 
property and facilities, you must con-
duct your activities in accordance with 
all applicable regulations contained in 
this part. 

(d) Your filming, photographing, or 
videotaping activity may not impede 
people who are entering or exiting any 
NARA facility unless otherwise author-
ized by the facility’s director, or by the 
NARA Public Affairs Officer for Wash-
ington, DC, area facilities. 

(e) You must be accompanied by a 
NARA staff member when filming, 
photographing, or videotaping the inte-
rior of any NARA facility. 

(f) We will approve your request to do 
press interviews of NARA personnel on 
or in NARA property and facilities 
only when such employees are being 
interviewed in connection with official 
business. Interviews with staff and re-
searchers may take place only in areas 
designated by the NARA Public Affairs 
Officer for Washington, DC, area facili-
ties, or by the appropriate NARA rep-
resentative at other NARA facilities. 

(g) You may film and photograph 
documents only in those areas which 
the NARA Public Affairs staff des-
ignates in the National Archives Build-
ing, the National Archives at College 
Park, or the Washington National 
Records Center, or in those areas des-
ignated as appropriate by the staff liai-
son at other NARA facilities. 

(h) We will limit your film and pho-
tography sessions to two hours. 

(i) You may not state or imply that 
NARA approves of or will sponsor: 

(1) Your activities or views; or 
(2) The uses to which you put images 

depicting any NARA facility. 

Subpart C—Additional Rules for 
Using Public Areas of NARA 
Property or Facilities 

§ 1280.60 Permitting use of public 
areas. 

(a) The primary use for NARA prop-
erty and facilities, including those 
areas open to the public, is conducting 
official NARA business. NARA’s offi-
cial business includes educational and 
public programs and other activities 
we conduct on our own or in conjunc-
tion with government organizations, 
the National Archives Foundation 
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(‘‘Foundation’’) and Presidential li-
brary foundations, or other private or-
ganizations. NARA uses all of the pub-
lic areas of NARA property and facili-
ties in the course of conducting official 
business. 

(b) We may permit, under the condi-
tions described in this subpart, Federal 
agencies, quasi-Federal agencies, and 
state, local, and tribal government or-
ganizations to occasionally use certain 
public areas for official activities 
(‘‘government organization use’’). 

(c) We may also permit occasional, 
non-official use of specified public 
areas for private group activities and 
events that relate to or further NARA’s 
archival, records, or other interests. 
The authorities for such use are 44 
U.S.C. 2112(e) (for Presidential librar-
ies) and 44 U.S.C. 2903(b) (for other 
NARA property and facilities). 

(1) Examples of private use that re-
late to or further NARA’s archival, 
records, or other interests include, but 
are not limited to: Meetings and other 
business activities held by archival, 
historical, or other professional organi-
zations with a connection to NARA’s 
holdings or mission; activities or 
events that promote research in, or use 
or preservation of, NARA holdings; in-
vitation-only screening of film or TV 
premieres when NARA holdings have 
been used in the production or when 
the screening otherwise promotes use 
of NARA holdings (e.g., documentary 
film premiere); and dinners, receptions, 
or other private group events where 
the connection to NARA is the location 
itself (e.g., The National Archives 
Building or a Presidential library) or 
the opportunity to view NARA exhib-
its. Private group events may include 
events of a personal or social nature, 
such as weddings and wedding recep-
tions, and school-sponsored activities. 

(2) Each NARA facility with public 
use space determines whether and what 
kind of events of a personal nature the 
facility can support, given the size and 
configuration of available space, staff 
availability, and other logistical fac-
tors. We also reserve the right to limit 
the number and size of personal cele-
brations, and to limit or prohibit ac-
tivities as part of a private group event 
that pose a risk to the facility, prop-
erty, people, or our holdings. If you are 

interested in holding a private group 
event at a NARA facility, contact that 
facility directly for more information. 
See 36 CFR part 1253 for facility list-
ings and contact information. 

(3) We may charge fees for private 
group and government organization use 
of these public areas and the services 
related to such use. See § 1280.68. 
NARA, the Foundation, or Presidential 
library foundations may collect the 
fees. 

§ 1280.62 General rules when using 
public areas. 

In addition to the rules listed in sub-
parts A and B of this part, the fol-
lowing rules apply to all government 
organization and private group use of 
NARA public areas: 

(a) You may not characterize your 
use of NARA property or facilities as 
an endorsement by NARA of your orga-
nization or its activities, or otherwise 
suggest an official relationship be-
tween NARA and your organization if 
such a relationship does not exist. 

(b) You may not charge or collect ad-
mission fees, or money for other pur-
poses, at the event. 

(c) You may not use NARA property, 
facilities, or permission to use a NARA 
property or facility for any activities 
that involve: 

(1) Profit-making; 
(2) Advertising, promoting, or selling 

commercial enterprises, products, or 
services; 

(3) Partisan political activities; 
(4) Sectarian or other similar activi-

ties; or 
(5) Any use inconsistent with those 

authorized in this section. 
(d) You may not use NARA property 

or facilities if you or your organization 
or group engage in discriminatory 
practices proscribed by the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, as amended. 

(e) You may not misrepresent your 
identity to the public or conduct any 
activities in a misleading or fraudulent 
manner. 

(f) You must ensure that no Govern-
ment property is destroyed, displaced, 
or damaged during your use of NARA 
public areas. You must take prompt ac-
tion to replace, return, restore, repair, 
or repay NARA for any damage caused 
to Government property during your 
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use of NARA facilities or property, and 
the facility director may charge addi-
tional fees to recoup the cost of any 
damage that occurs due to your use of 
the property or facility. 

§ 1280.64 Requesting to use our public 
areas. 

(a) This section provides a general 
description of the process that dif-
ferent NARA facilities use to review 
and respond to requests to use their 
public areas. You should contact a fa-
cility before submitting a formal re-
quest, to check on availability and to 
obtain any forms, procedures, or rules 
that are specific to that facility. 

(b) National Archives Building and the 
National Archives at College Park. (1) If 
you are interested in hosting an offi-
cial governmental event or meeting at 
the National Archives Building, you 
should contact NARA Special Events 
by phone at 202.357.5164 or by email at 
specialevents@nara.gov. If you are inter-
ested in hosting a private group event 
at the National Archives Building, you 
should contact the National Archives 
Foundation by phone at 202.357.5404, 
toll-free at 844.723.2155, or by email at 
events@archivesfoundation.org. Addi-
tional information is in subpart D of 
this part and online at https:// 
www.archives.gov/dc/host-an-event. 

(2) If you are interested in hosting an 
event or meeting at the National Ar-
chives at College Park, you should con-
tact NARA Special Events by phone at 
301.837.1504 or by email at 
specialeventsa2@nara.gov. Additional in-
formation is in subpart D of this part. 

(3) You will need to submit a written 
request at least 30 calendar days before 
the proposed date of your event. Your 
request will need to include such infor-
mation as the name of your group and 
any other organization that is partici-
pating, point-of-contact information, 
the date and time you are requesting, 
number of attendees, type of event, de-
scription of the event, other arrange-
ments you would like to include, and 
other information about the event to 
enable us to determine whether we can 
accommodate it. We may also request 
additional information. OMB control 
number 3095–0043 covers this informa-
tion collection. 

(c) Presidential libraries and museums. 
(1) You should contact the Presidential 
library and museum where you wish to 
hold your event (see contact informa-
tion in 36 CFR 1253.3). 

(2) Depending on what kind of event 
you want to host, you may be referred 
to the foundation that supports the li-
brary to make the event arrangements 
and to pay any event fees and costs 
that apply. Some Presidential libraries 
are located at shared-use facilities 
where their library foundations own 
certain areas and spaces used for pri-
vate group events and operate those 
areas and spaces under their rules rath-
er than the rules in this part 1280. 

(3) For events held in Presidential li-
brary areas or spaces that are consid-
ered NARA property, you will need to 
submit a written, signed request to the 
library you wish to use (see 36 CFR 
1253.3 for the address) and complete NA 
Form 16011, Application for Use of 
Space in Presidential Libraries. OMB 
control number 3095–0024 covers this in-
formation collection. 

(d) Archival research facilities and Fed-
eral records centers (FRCs). (1) Most ar-
chival research facilities and the FRCs 
do not have any public use areas or 
spaces. 

(2) If you wish to request use of pub-
lic areas at an archival research facil-
ity, you must submit a written, signed 
request to the director of the facility 
you wish to use (see 36 CFR 1253.5 for a 
list of addresses) at least 30 days before 
the proposed date of your event. GSA’s 
rules for requesting use of the facility 
will also apply if the facility is located 
on GSA property (see 41 CFR part 102– 
74, subpart D, Occasional Use of Public 
Buildings). 

(3) Your request will need to include 
such information as the name of your 
group and any other organization that 
is participating, point-of-contact infor-
mation, the date and time you are re-
questing, number of attendees, type of 
event, description of the event, and 
other information about the event to 
enable us to determine whether we can 
accommodate it. We may also request 
additional information. OMB control 
number 3095–0043 covers this informa-
tion collection. 

(e) NARA facilities located on GPO 
property. None of the NARA facilities 
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that are located on GPO property have 
spaces available for public use. 

§ 1280.66 How we handle requests to 
use public areas. 

(a) When you ask to use NARA prop-
erty, we review your request to: 

(1) Ensure that it meets all of the 
provisions in this subpart and subpart 
D of this part; 

(2) Determine if the public area you 
have requested is available on the date 
and time you have requested; 

(3) Evaluate whether the requested 
space can accommodate your proposed 
use; and 

(4) Determine the fees and costs we 
will charge for the event. 

(b) When we have completed this re-
view, we will notify you of the deci-
sion. We may ask for additional infor-
mation before deciding whether or not 
to approve your event. 

(c) We reserve the right to review, re-
ject, or require changes in any mate-
rial, activity, or caterer you intend to 
use for the event. 

§ 1280.68 Fees for using public areas. 

(a) We are authorized to charge fees 
for occasional, non-official use of 
NARA public areas, as well as for serv-
ices related to such use, including addi-
tional cleaning, security, and other 
staff services. We will either exercise 
this authority directly, or through the 
Foundation or an authorized Presi-
dential library foundation or support 
organization. 

(b) Federal and quasi-Federal agen-
cies, and state, local, and tribal gov-
ernmental institutions using public 
space for official government functions 
pay fees for the costs of room rental, 
administrative fees, additional clean-
ing, security, and other staff services 
NARA provides. 

(c) You will be informed in advance 
and in writing of the total estimated 
cost associated with using the public 
area of interest. If we collect the fees 
directly, you will pay the National Ar-
chives Trust Fund. If the Foundation 
collects the fees, you will pay the Na-
tional Archives Foundation. If a Presi-
dential library foundation collects the 
fees, they will inform you where to 
submit the payment. 

§ 1280.70 Additional rules that apply to 
approved events. 

(a) Once we approve your event, you 
must provide any support people you 
need to register guests, distribute ap-
proved literature, name tags, and other 
material. 

(b) We must approve in advance any 
item that you plan to distribute or dis-
play during your use of NARA property 
or facilities, or any notice or advertise-
ment that refers, directly or indirectly, 
to NARA, the Foundation, a Presi-
dential foundation or supporting orga-
nization, or the National Archives 
Trust Fund, or incorporates any of 
NARA’s logos or seals (see 36 CFR 
1200.2). 

(c) We must approve in advance any 
vendor or caterer who will work in 
NARA facilities. You must comply 
with all NARA requirements for the 
use of food and drink at your event. 

(d) You may not allow or consume 
food or drink in areas where original 
records or historical materials are dis-
played. 

Subpart D—Additional Information 
for Using Specific NARA Prop-
erty or Facilities 

§ 1280.80 Public areas in the National 
Archives Building available for 
events. 

You may ask to use the following 
areas in the National Archives Build-
ing, Washington, DC: 

TABLE 1 TO § 1280.80 

Area Capacity 

Rotunda Galleries .................. 250 people. 
William G. McGowan Theater 290 people. 
Archivist’s Reception Room .. 125 people. 
Presidential Conference 

Rooms.
20 to 70 people. 

§ 1280.82 When public areas in the Na-
tional Archives Building are avail-
able. 

(a) Most public areas are available 
for set-up and use each day from 6 p.m. 
until 10:30 p.m. The areas are not avail-
able for private events on Federal holi-
days. A NARA representative must be 
present at all times when non–NARA 
groups use NARA spaces. 
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(b) Some public areas in the National 
Archives Building may be available for 
private events or government organiza-
tion use only before or after the build-
ing closes to the public, while other 
public areas may be available for such 
use during normal business hours, sub-
ject to NARA’s official business needs. 

§ 1280.84 Using the Rotunda. 

(a) We do not allow private group 
event activities (e.g., dinner/reception, 
program) to be held in the Rotunda or 
the exhibit galleries in the National 
Archives Museum. We may, at our dis-
cretion, allow attendees at private 
group events to enter the Rotunda and 
other Museum areas in conjunction 
with their event to view the exhibits, 
but the event activities themselves 
may not be held in those spaces. 
Whether during or outside of regular 
business hours, event attendees may 
film, photograph, or videotape in the 
Rotunda or other Museum areas, in-
cluding group photographs or videos, 
for personal use only, in accordance 
with all applicable regulations con-
tained in this part and unless other-
wise posted. 

(b) We may, upon application, permit 
other Federal agencies, quasi–Federal 
agencies, and state, local, and tribal 
governments to use the Rotunda for of-
ficial functions, with NARA as a co- 
sponsor. Governmental groups that use 
the Rotunda for official functions must 
reimburse NARA for the cost of addi-
tional cleaning, security, and other 
staff services, as for use of any other 
public spaces. 

[85 FR 26851, May 6, 2020, as amended at 88 
FR 58502, Aug. 28, 2023] 

§ 1280.86 National Archives at College 
Park space available for events. 

You may ask to use the following 
areas: 

TABLE 1 TO § 1280.86 

Area Capacity 

Auditorium .............................. 300 people. 
Lecture rooms ........................ 30 to 70 people (or up to 300 

with all dividers removed). 

§ 1280.88 When public areas in the Na-
tional Archives at College Park are 
available. 

(a) Most areas are available for set- 
up and use from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
on Federal holidays. A NARA staff 
member must be present at all times 
when the public area is in use. If the 
space and staff are available, we may 
approve requests for events held before 
or after these hours and on weekends 
or Federal holidays. 

(b) Public areas at the National Ar-
chives at College Park are normally 
available for private events or govern-
ment organization use during normal 
business hours. 

PART 1281—PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 
FACILITIES 

Sec. 
1281.1 What is the scope of this part? 
1281.2 What publications are incorporated 

by reference? 
1281.3 What definitions apply to this part? 
1281.4 What are the architectural and design 

standards for Presidential libraries? 
1281.6 What certifications must be provided 

to NARA? 
1281.8 What information must be provided 

to NARA for its report to Congress on a 
new Presidential library facility? 

1281.10 When does a foundation consult with 
NARA before offering a gift of a physical 
or material change, or addition to an ex-
isting library? 

1281.12 What information must be provided 
to NARA for its report to Congress on a 
change or addition to a Presidential li-
brary facility? 

1281.14 What type of endowment is required 
for a Presidential library? 

1281.16 What standard does NARA use for 
measuring building size? 

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2104(a), 2112. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 34198, June 17, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1281.1 What is the scope of this part? 
(a) This part implements provisions 

of the Presidential Libraries Act, codi-
fied at 44 U.S.C. 2112(a) and (g). The Act 
requires the Archivist of the United 
States to promulgate architectural and 
design standards for new and existing 
Presidential libraries in order to en-
sure that such depositories preserve 
Presidential records subject to Chapter 
22 of this title and papers and other 
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