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allowable up to 50 percent of the costs for a 
full-time equivalent position. 

(5) Costs for international travel are only 
allowable if a Center has obtained prior ap-
proval from the Secretary. 

(6) Activities must be relevant to the Cen-
ter’s area of focus and the type of Center 
(comprehensive or undergraduate). 

(7) An undergraduate Center’s project and 
related activities must predominantly ben-
efit the instruction and training of under-
graduate students. 

PART 657—FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
AND AREA STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS 
PROGRAM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
657.1 What is the Foreign Language and 

Area Studies Fellowship Program? 
657.2 Who is eligible to receive an allocation 

of fellowships? 
657.3 Who is eligible to receive a fellowship? 
657.4 What regulations apply? 
657.5 What definitions apply? 

Subpart B—How Does an Institution or a 
Student Submit an Application? 

657.10 What combined application may an 
institution submit? 

657.11 How does a student apply for a fellow-
ship? 

Subpart C—How Does the Secretary Select 
an Institution for an Allocation of Fel-
lowships? 

657.20 How does the Secretary evaluate an 
institutional application for an alloca-
tion of fellowships? 

657.21 What criteria does the Secretary use 
in selecting institutions for an allocation 
of fellowships? 

657.22 What priorities may the Secretary es-
tablish? 

Subpart D—What Conditions Must Be Met 
By a Grantee and a Fellow? 

657.30 What is the duration of and what are 
the limitations on fellowships awarded to 
individuals by institutions? 

657.31 What is the amount of a fellowship? 
657.32 What is the payment procedure for 

fellowships? 
657.33 What are the limitations on the use 

of funds for overseas fellowships? 
657.34 Under what circumstances must an 

institution terminate a fellowship? 

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1122, unless otherwise 
noted. 

SOURCE: 61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 89 FR 68763, Aug. 
27, 2024, part 657 was revised, effective Aug. 
15, 2025. For the convenience of the user, the 
new part 657 follows the text of this part. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 657.1 What is the Foreign Language 
and Area Studies Fellowships Pro-
gram? 

Under the Foreign Language and 
Area Studies Fellowships Program, the 
Secretary awards fellowships, through 
institutions of higher education, to 
students who are— 

(a) Enrolled for undergraduate or 
graduate training in a Center or pro-
gram approved by the Secretary under 
this part; and 

(b) Undergoing performance-based 
modern foreign language training or 
training in a program for which per-
formance-based modern foreign lan-
guage instruction is being developed, in 
combination with area studies, inter-
national studies, or the international 
aspects of professional studies. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 35073, July 17, 2009] 

§ 657.2 Who is eligible to receive an al-
location of fellowships? 

(a) The Secretary awards an alloca-
tion of fellowships to an institution of 
higher education or to a consortium of 
institutions of higher education that— 

(1) Operates a Center or program ap-
proved by the Secretary under this 
part; 

(2) Teaches modern foreign languages 
under a program described in para-
graph (b) of this section; and 

(3) In combination with the teaching 
described in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section— 

(i) Provides instruction in the dis-
ciplines needed for a full understanding 
of the area, regions, or countries in 
which the foreign languages are com-
monly used; or 

(ii) Conducts training and research in 
international studies, the international 
aspects of professional and other fields 
of study, or issues in world affairs that 
concern one or more countries. 
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(b) In teaching those modern foreign 
languages for which an allocation of 
fellowships is made available, the insti-
tution must be either using a program 
of performance-based training or devel-
oping a performance-based training 
program. 

(c) The Secretary uses the criteria in 
§ 657.21 both to approve Centers and 
programs for the purpose of receiving 
an allocation of fellowships and to 
evaluate applications for an allocation 
of fellowships. 

(d) An institution does not need to 
receive a grant under the National Re-
source Center Program (34 CFR part 
656) to receive an allocation of fellow-
ships under this part. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 35073, July 17, 2009] 

§ 657.3 Who is eligible to receive a fel-
lowship? 

A student is eligible to receive a fel-
lowship if the student— 

(a)(1) Is a citizen or national of the 
United States; or 

(2) Is a permanent resident of the 
United States; 

(b) Is accepted for enrollment or is 
enrolled— 

(1) In an institution receiving an al-
location of fellowships; and 

(2) In a program that combines mod-
ern foreign language training with— 

(i) Area or international studies; or 
(ii) Research and training in the 

international aspects of professional 
and other fields of study; 

(c) Shows potential for high aca-
demic achievement based on such indi-
ces as grade point average, class rank-
ing, or similar measures that the insti-
tution may determine; 

(d) Is enrolled in a program of mod-
ern foreign language training in a lan-
guage for which the institution has de-
veloped or is developing performance- 
based instruction; 

(e) In the case of an undergraduate 
student, is in the intermediate or ad-
vanced study of a less commonly 
taught language; or 

(f) In the case of a graduate student, 
is engaged in— 

(1) Predissertation level study; 
(2) Preparation for dissertation re-

search; 

(3) Dissertation research abroad; or 
(4) Dissertation writing. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 35073, July 17, 2009] 

§ 657.4 What regulations apply? 
The following regulations apply to 

this program: 
(a) The regulations in 34 CFR part 

655. 
(b) The regulations in this part 657. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

§ 657.5 What definitions apply? 
The following definitions apply to 

this part: 
(a) The definitions in 34 CFR 655.4. 
(b) Center means an administrative 

unit of an institution of higher edu-
cation that has direct access to highly 
qualified faculty and library resources, 
and coordinates a concentrated effort 
of educational activities, including 
training in modern foreign languages 
and various academic disciplines, in its 
subject area. 

(c) Fellow means a person who re-
ceives a fellowship under this part. 

(d) Fellowship means the payment a 
fellow receives under this part. 

(e) Program means a concentration of 
educational resources and activities in 
modern foreign language training and 
related studies. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

Subpart B—How Does an Institu-
tion or a Student Submit an 
Application? 

§ 657.10 What combined application 
may an institution submit? 

An institution that wishes to apply 
for an allocation of fellowships and for 
a grant to operate a Center under 34 
CFR part 656 may submit a combined 
application for both grants to the Sec-
retary. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

§ 657.11 How does a student apply for 
a fellowship? 

(a) A student shall apply for a fellow-
ship directly to an institution of higher 
education that has received an alloca-
tion of fellowships. 
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(b) The applicant shall provide suffi-
cient information to enable the institu-
tion to determine whether he or she is 
eligible to receive a fellowship and 
whether he or she should be selected to 
receive a fellowship. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

Subpart C—How Does the Sec-
retary Select an Institution for 
an Allocation of Fellowships? 

§ 657.20 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an institutional application for 
an allocation of fellowships? 

(a) The Secretary evaluates an insti-
tutional application for an allocation 
of fellowships on the basis of the qual-
ity of the applicant’s Center or pro-
gram. The applicant’s Center or pro-
gram is evaluated and approved under 
the criteria in § 657.21. 

(b) The Secretary informs applicants 
of the maximum possible score for each 
criterion in the application package or 
in a notice published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 70 
FR 13375, Mar. 21, 2005] 

§ 657.21 What criteria does the Sec-
retary use in selecting institutions 
for an allocation of fellowships? 

The Secretary evaluates an institu-
tional application for an allocation of 
fellowships on the basis of the criteria 
in this section. 

(a) Foreign language and area studies 
fellowships awardee selection procedures. 
The Secretary reviews each application 
to determine whether the selection 
plan is of high quality, showing how 
awards will be advertised, how students 
apply, what selection criteria are used, 
who selects the fellows, when each step 
will take place, and how the process 
will result in awards being made to 
correspond to any announced prior-
ities. 

(b) Quality of staff resources. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to de-
termine— 

(1) The extent to which teaching fac-
ulty and other staff are qualified for 
the current and proposed activities and 
training programs, are provided profes-
sional development opportunities (in-

cluding overseas experience), and par-
ticipate in teaching, supervising, and 
advising students; 

(2) The adequacy of applicant staffing 
and oversight arrangements and the 
extent to which faculty from a variety 
of departments, professional schools, 
and the library are involved; and 

(3) The extent to which the applicant, 
as part of its nondiscriminatory em-
ployment practices, encourages appli-
cations for employment from persons 
who are members of groups that have 
been traditionally underrepresented, 
such as members of racial or ethnic mi-
nority groups, women, persons with 
disabilities, and the elderly. 

(c) Impact and evaluation. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to de-
termine— 

(1) The extent to which the appli-
cant’s activities and training programs 
have contributed to an improved sup-
ply of specialists on the program’s sub-
ject as shown through indices such as 
undergraduate and graduate enroll-
ments and placement data; and the ex-
tent to which the applicant supplies a 
clear description of how the applicant 
will provide equal access and treat-
ment of eligible project participants 
who are members of groups that have 
been traditionally underrepresented, 
such as members of racial or ethnic mi-
nority groups, women, persons with 
disabilities, and the elderly; 

(2) The extent to which the applicant 
provides an evaluation plan that is 
comprehensive and objective and that 
will produce quantifiable, outcome- 
measure-oriented data; and the extent 
to which recent evaluations have been 
used to improve the applicant’s pro-
gram; 

(3) The degree to which fellowships 
awarded by the applicant address na-
tional needs; and 

(4) The applicant’s record of placing 
students into post-graduate employ-
ment, education, or training in areas of 
national need and the applicant’s stat-
ed efforts to increase the number of 
such students that go into such place-
ments. 

(d) Commitment to the subject area on 
which the applicant or program focuses. 
The Secretary reviews each application 
to determine— 
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(1) The extent to which the institu-
tion provides financial and other sup-
port to the operation of the applicant, 
teaching staff for the applicant’s sub-
ject area, library resources, and link-
ages with institutions abroad; and 

(2) The extent to which the institu-
tion provides financial support to stu-
dents in fields related to the appli-
cant’s teaching program. 

(e) Strength of library. The Secretary 
reviews each application to deter-
mine— 

(1) The strength of the institution’s 
library holdings (both print and non- 
print, English and foreign language) for 
students; and the extent to which the 
institution provides financial support 
for the acquisition of library materials 
and for library staff in the subject area 
of the applicant; and 

(2) The extent to which research ma-
terials at other institutions are avail-
able to students through cooperative 
arrangements with other libraries or 
on-line databases. 

(f) Quality of the applicant’s non-lan-
guage instructional program. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to de-
termine— 

(1) The quality and extent of the ap-
plicant’s course offerings in a variety 
of disciplines, including the extent to 
which courses in the applicant’s sub-
ject matter are available in the insti-
tution’s professional schools; 

(2) The extent to which the applicant 
offers depth of specialized course cov-
erage in one or more disciplines on the 
applicant’s subject area; 

(3) The extent to which the institu-
tion employs a sufficient number of 
teaching faculty to enable the appli-
cant to carry out its purposes and the 
extent to which instructional assist-
ants are provided with pedagogy train-
ing; and 

(4) The extent to which interdiscipli-
nary courses are offered for students. 

(g) Quality of the applicant’s language 
instructional program. The Secretary re-
views each application to determine— 

(1) The extent to which the applicant 
provides instruction in the languages 
of the applicant’s subject area and the 
extent to which students enroll in the 
study of the languages of the subject 
area through programs or instruction 

offered by the applicant or other pro-
viders; 

(2) The extent to which the applicant 
provides three or more levels of lan-
guage training and the extent to which 
courses in disciplines other than lan-
guage, linguistics, and literature are 
offered in appropriate foreign lan-
guages; 

(3) Whether sufficient numbers of 
language faculty are available to teach 
the languages and levels of instruction 
described in the application and the ex-
tent to which language teaching staff 
(including faculty and instructional as-
sistants) have been exposed to current 
language pedagogy training appro-
priate for performance-based teaching; 
and 

(4) The quality of the language pro-
gram as measured by the performance- 
based instruction being used or devel-
oped, the adequacy of resources for lan-
guage teaching and practice, and lan-
guage proficiency requirements. 

(h) Quality of curriculum design. The 
Secretary reviews each application to 
determine— 

(1) The extent to which the appli-
cant’s curriculum provides training op-
tions for students from a variety of dis-
ciplines and professional fields and the 
extent to which these programs and 
their requirements (including language 
requirements) are appropriate for an 
applicant in this subject area and re-
sult in graduate training programs of 
high quality; 

(2) The extent to which the applicant 
provides academic and career advising 
services for students; and 

(3) The extent to which the applicant 
has established formal arrangements 
for students to conduct research or 
study abroad and the extent to which 
these arrangements are used; and the 
extent to which the institution facili-
tates student access to other institu-
tions’ study abroad and summer lan-
guage programs. 

(i) Priorities. If one or more competi-
tive priorities have been established 
under § 657.22, the Secretary reviews 
each application for information that 
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shows the extent to which the Center 
or program meets these priorities. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0068) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 70 
FR 13375, Mar. 21, 2005; 74 FR 35073, July 17, 
2009] 

§ 657.22 What priorities may the Sec-
retary establish? 

(a) The Secretary may establish one 
or more of the following priorities for 
the allocation of fellowships: 

(1) Specific world areas, or countries, 
such as East Asia or Mexico. 

(2) Languages, such as Chinese. 
(3) Levels of language offerings. 
(4) Academic disciplines, such as lin-

guistics or sociology. 
(5) Professional studies, such as busi-

ness, law, or education; 
(6) Particular subjects, such as popu-

lation growth and planning, or inter-
national trade and business. 

(7) A combination of any of these cat-
egories. 

(b) The Secretary announces any pri-
orities in the application notice pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

Subpart D—What Conditions Must 
Be Met by a Grantee and a 
Fellow? 

§ 657.30 What is the duration of and 
what are the limitations on fellow-
ships awarded to individuals by in-
stitutions? 

(a) Duration. An institution may 
award a fellowship to a student for— 

(1) One academic year; or 
(2) One summer session if the sum-

mer session provides the fellow with 
the equivalent of one academic year of 
modern foreign language study. 

(b) Vacancies. If a fellow vacates a fel-
lowship before the end of an award pe-
riod, the institution to which the fel-
lowship is allocated may reaward the 
balance of the fellowship to another 
student if— 

(1) The student meets the eligibility 
requirements in § 657.3; and 

(2) The remaining fellowship period 
comprises at least one full academic 
quarter, semester, trimester, or sum-

mer session as described in paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

§ 657.31 What is the amount of a fel-
lowship? 

(a)(1) An institution shall award a 
stipend to fellowship recipients. 

(2) Each fellowship includes an insti-
tutional payment and a subsistence al-
lowance to be determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(3) If the institutional payment de-
termined by the Secretary is greater 
than the tuition and fees charged by 
the institution, the institutional pay-
ment portion of the fellowship is lim-
ited to actual tuition and fees. The dif-
ference between actual tuition and fees 
and the Secretary’s institutional pay-
ment shall be used to fund additional 
fellowships to the extent that funds are 
available for a full subsistence allow-
ance. 

(4) If permitted by the Secretary, a 
stipend awarded to a graduate level re-
cipient may include allowances for de-
pendents and travel for research and 
study in the United States and abroad. 

(5) A stipend awarded to an under-
graduate level recipient may include 
an allowance for educational programs 
in the United States or educational 
programs abroad that— 

(i) Are closely linked to the overall 
goals of the recipient’s course of study; 
and 

(ii) Have the purpose of promoting 
foreign language fluency and knowl-
edge of foreign cultures. 

(b) The Secretary announces in an 
application notice published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER— 

(1) The amounts of the subsistence 
allowance and the institutional pay-
ment for an academic year and the sub-
sistence allowance and the institu-
tional payment for a summer session; 

(2) Whether travel and dependents’ 
allowances will be permitted; and 

(3) The amount of travel and depend-
ents’ allowances. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

[61 FR 50202, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 35073, July 17, 2009] 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 13:33 Feb 13, 2026 Jkt 265145 PO 00000 Frm 00324 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\265145.XXX 265145eh
ill

 o
n 

D
S

K
6V

X
H

R
33

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



315 

Ofc. of Postsecondary Educ., Education Pt. 657. Nt. 

§ 657.32 What is the payment proce-
dure for fellowships? 

(a) An institution shall pay a fellow 
his or her subsistence and any other al-
lowance in installments during the 
term of the fellowship. 

(b) An institution shall make a pay-
ment only to a fellow who is in good 
standing and is making satisfactory 
progress. 

(c) The institution shall make appro-
priate adjustments of any overpayment 
or underpayment to a fellow. 

(d) Funds not used by one recipient 
for reasons of withdrawal are to be 
used for alternate recipients to the ex-
tent that funds are available for a full 
subsistence allowance. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

§ 657.33 What are the limitations on 
the use of funds for overseas fellow-
ships? 

(a) Before awarding a fellowship for 
use outside the United States, an insti-
tution shall obtain the approval of the 
Secretary. 

(b) The Secretary may approve the 
use of a fellowship outside the United 
States if the student is— 

(1) Enrolled in an overseas foreign 
language program approved by the in-
stitution at which the student is en-
rolled in the United States for study at 
an intermediate or advanced level or at 
the beginning level if appropriate 
equivalent instruction is not available 
in the United States; or 

(2) Engaged during the academic year 
in research that cannot be done effec-
tively in the United States and is affili-
ated with an institution of higher edu-
cation or other appropriate organiza-
tion in the host country. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

§ 657.34 Under what circumstances 
must an institution terminate a fel-
lowship? 

An institution shall terminate a fel-
lowship if— 

(a) The fellow is not making satisfac-
tory progress, is no longer enrolled, or 
is no longer in good standing at the in-
stitution; or 

(b) The fellow fails to follow the 
course of study, including modern for-
eign language study, for which he or 

she applied, unless a revised course of 
study is otherwise approvable under 
this part. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122) 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 89 FR 68763, Aug. 
27, 2024, part 657 was revised, effective Aug. 
15, 2025. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

PART 657—FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND 
AREA STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS PROGRAM 

Subpart A—General 
§ 657.1 What is the Foreign Language and 

Area Studies Fellowships Program? 
(a) Under the Foreign Language and Area 

Studies Fellowships Program, the Secretary 
provides allocations of fellowships to Centers 
and other administrative units at eligible in-
stitutions of higher education that award 
the fellowships on a competitive basis to un-
dergraduate or graduate students who are 
undergoing advanced training in modern for-
eign languages and area studies. 

(b) The Foreign Language and Area Stud-
ies Fellowships Program contributes to the 
purposes of the programs authorized by part 
A of title VI of the Higher Education Act of 
1965, as amended, listed in § 655.5(a), espe-
cially the development of a pool of inter-
national experts to meet national needs. 

§ 657.2 What entities are eligible to receive 
an allocation of fellowships? 

The Secretary awards an allocation of fel-
lowships (grant) to an institution of higher 
education or to a consortium of institutions 
of higher education. 

§ 657.3 What are the instructional and ad-
ministrative requirements for an alloca-
tion of fellowships? 

(a) An allocation of fellowships must sup-
port area studies and language instruction 
that aligns with all of the following require-
ments: 

(1) A geographic world area or a geographi-
cally designated region that spans multiple 
world areas and serves as the focus of re-
search, teaching, training, and instruction. 

(2) Languages specific to the geographic 
area of focus. 

(3) Existing programs or proposed instruc-
tional programs that will be developed and 
implemented during the grant period. 

(b) An allocation of fellowships must be ad-
ministered according to the institution’s 
written plan for distributing fellowships and 
allowances to eligible fellows for training 
and instruction during the academic year or 
summer, provided that— 

(1) The fellowship types are described in 
the budget narrative of an application se-
lected for funding under this part; or 
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(2) The Secretary has approved any pro-
posed changes to an approved Center’s or 
Program’s plan. 

§ 657.4 Who is eligible to receive a fellow-
ship? 

A student must satisfy the criteria in para-
graphs (a) through (e) of this section during 
the fellowship period to be eligible to receive 
a fellowship from an approved Center or Pro-
gram, and a student receiving an academic 
year fellowship must additionally satisfy the 
criteria in paragraph (f) of this section to be 
eligible: 

(a) The student is a— 
(1) Citizen or national of the United States; 

or 
(2) Permanent resident of the United 

States. 
(b) The student is accepted for enrollment, 

is enrolled, or will continue to be enrolled in 
the institution receiving an allocation of fel-
lowships. 

(c) The student demonstrates— 
(1) Commitment to the study of a world 

area relevant to the allocation of fellow-
ships; and 

(2) Potential for high academic achieve-
ment based on grade point average, class 
ranking, or similar measures that the insti-
tution may determine. 

(d) The student is engaged in modern for-
eign language training or instruction in a 
language— 

(1) That is relevant to the student’s edu-
cational program, as described in paragraph 
(c), as well as the allocation of fellowships; 
and 

(2) For which the institution or program 
has developed or is developing performance 
goals for foreign language use, and in the 
case of summer programs has received ap-
proval from the Secretary. 

(e) The student must engage in the type of 
training appropriate to their degree status: 

(1) Undergraduate students must engage in 
the study of a less commonly taught lan-
guage at the intermediate or advanced level. 

(2) Non-dissertation or predissertation 
level graduate students must engage in the 
study of a modern foreign language at the— 

(i) Intermediate or advanced level; or 
(ii) Beginning level, provided they dem-

onstrate advanced proficiency in another 
modern foreign language relevant to their 
field of study or obtain the permission of the 
Secretary. 

(3) Dissertation level graduate students 
must— 

(i) Engage in dissertation research abroad 
or dissertation writing in the United States; 

(ii) Demonstrate advanced proficiency in a 
modern foreign language relevant to the dis-
sertation project and the allocation of fel-
lowships; and 

(iii) Use modern foreign language(s) rel-
evant to the allocation of fellowships in 
their dissertation research or writing. 

(f) The student meets the criteria related 
to educational programs described in this 
paragraph (f)(1) or (2): 

(1) The student is pursuing an educational 
program (including any major fields of 
study, general education requirements, cer-
tificates, concentrations, specializations, or 
minor fields of study, or other established 
components of an institution’s curriculum) 
that requires or ordinarily includes— 

(i) Instruction in at least one modern for-
eign language related to the allocation of 
fellowships or a demonstration of proficiency 
in at least one modern foreign language re-
lated to the allocation of fellowships; and 

(ii) Instruction or, for graduate students, 
supervised research related to the allocation 
of fellowships in— 

(A) Area studies; or 
(B) The international aspects of profes-

sional fields and other fields of study, includ-
ing but not limited to science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics fields. 

(2) The student is pursuing an educational 
program that includes all of the following: 

(i) A requirement for substantial instruc-
tion in a professional field or in one or more 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics fields. 

(ii) The option to incorporate international 
aspects of fields of study through instruction 
in area studies and at least one modern for-
eign language. 

(iii) Courses that meet fellowship duration 
and purpose requirements described in 
§ 657.30(b) and are selected under the guid-
ance of an individual or committee who pos-
sesses area studies and modern foreign lan-
guage qualifications relevant to the alloca-
tion of fellowships as well as knowledge of 
requirements for the student’s educational 
program. 

§ 657.5 What is the amount of a fellowship? 
(a) Each fellowship consists of an institu-

tional payment, a stipend, and any addi-
tional allowances permitted under this part. 

(1) A fellowship may include additional al-
lowances payable to a fellow in addition to 
the stipend, as determined by the Secretary 
and as allocated by an approved Center or 
Program. 

(2) If the institutional payment determined 
by the Secretary is greater than the tuition 
and fees charged by the institution, the in-
stitutional payment portion of the fellow-
ship is limited to actual costs. 

(b) The Secretary announces the following 
in a notice published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER: 

(1) The amounts of the stipend and institu-
tional payment for each type of fellow dur-
ing an academic year. 
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(2) The amounts of the stipend and institu-
tional payment for each type of fellow dur-
ing a summer session. 

(3) Whether travel allowances of any type 
will be permitted. 

(4) Whether dependent allowances of any 
type will be permitted. 

(5) The amounts of any permitted allow-
ances. 

(6) Any limitation on the applicability of 
the amounts or allowances addressed in this 
paragraph (b). 

(c) Allowances are only permissible if the 
Secretary announces such allowances are 
permitted. 

(d) If the Secretary limits the applicability 
of fellowship amounts or the permissibility 
of allowances by reference to time, including 
the performance period of one or more 
awards, in a notice published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and the applicability period lapses, 
the amounts contained in the most recent 
notice or notices addressing each topic will 
remain in force as provisional amounts until 
the Secretary publishes a new notice but any 
allowances will no longer be permitted until 
expressly authorized in a new notice. 

§ 657.6 What regulations apply to this pro-
gram? 

The following regulations apply to this 
program: 

(a) The regulations in 34 CFR part 655. 
(b) The regulations in this part 657. 

§ 657.7 What definitions apply to this pro-
gram? 

The following definitions apply to this 
part: 

(a) The definitions in 34 CFR 655.4. 
(b) The following definitions, unless other-

wise specified: 
Approved Center means an administrative 

unit of an institution of higher education 
that has both received an allocation of fel-
lowships under this part and a grant to oper-
ate a Center under 34 CFR part 656. 

Approved Program means a concentration of 
educational resources and activities in mod-
ern foreign language training and area stud-
ies with the administrative capacity to ad-
minister an allocation of fellowships under 
this part. 

Fellow means a person who receives a fel-
lowship under this part. 

Fellowship means the payment a fellow re-
ceives under this part. 

Institutional payment means the portion of 
the fellowship used to pay the tuition associ-
ated with a fellow’s training or instruction 
and any associated student fees that are re-
quired of such a large proportion of all stu-
dents pursuing degrees at the same degree 
level as the fellow at the institution receiv-
ing an allocation of fellowships or at an ap-
proved language program during the fellow-

ship period that the student who does not 
pay the charge is an exception. 

Stipend means the portion of the fellowship 
paid by the grantee to a fellow in support of 
living expenses and the costs associated with 
advanced training in a modern foreign lan-
guage and area studies. 

Travel allowance means the portion of the 
fellowship used to pay for reasonable costs 
associated with a fellow’s travel to or from a 
site for language instruction or training dur-
ing the fellowship term, such as transpor-
tation costs or visa fees, and other reason-
able costs that directly support the safety 
and security of fellows during the fellowship 
term while outside of the United States, 
such as overseas medical insurance or evacu-
ation insurance. 

§ 657.8 Severability. 
If any provision of this part or its applica-

tion to any person, act, or practice is held 
invalid, the remainder of the part or the ap-
plication of its provisions to any other per-
son, act, or practice will not be affected 
thereby. 

Subpart B—How Does an Eligible 
Institution or a Student Apply? 

§ 657.10 How does an institution submit a 
grant application? 

The application notice published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER explains how to apply for 
a new grant under this part. 

§ 657.11 What assurances and other informa-
tion must an applicant institution include 
in an application? 

(a) Each eligible institution of higher edu-
cation, including each member of a consor-
tium of institutions of higher education, ap-
plying for an allocation of fellowships under 
this part must provide all of the following: 

(1) An explanation of how the activities 
funded by the grant will reflect diverse per-
spectives, as defined in part 655, and a wide 
range of views and generate debate on world 
regions and international affairs. 

(2) A description of how the applicant will 
encourage government service in areas of na-
tional need, as identified by the Secretary, 
as well as in areas of need in the education, 
business, and nonprofit sectors. 

(3) An estimated number of the students at 
the applicant institution who currently meet 
the fellowship eligibility requirements. 

(b) Each applicant institution must submit 
the Applicant Profile Form provided in the 
FLAS Fellowships Program application 
package. 

(c) Each applicant institution must submit 
a description of the applicant’s policy re-
garding non-discriminatory hiring practices. 

(d) Each applicant institution must submit 
a description of the applicant’s travel policy, 
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if one exists, and if one does not exist, a 
statement to that effect. 

(e) Each consortium of institutions of 
higher education applying for an award 
under this part must submit a group agree-
ment (consortium agreement) that addresses 
the required elements in 34 CFR 75.128 and 
describes a rationale for the formation of the 
consortium. 

§ 657.12 How does a student apply for a fel-
lowship? 

(a) A student must apply for a fellowship 
directly to an approved Center or Program 
at an institution of higher education that 
has received an allocation of fellowships ac-
cording to the application procedures estab-
lished by that approved Center or Program. 

(b) Individual applicants must provide suf-
ficient information to enable the approved 
Center or Program at the institution to de-
termine the applicant’s eligibility to receive 
a fellowship and whether the student should 
be selected according to the selection proc-
ess established by the approved Center or 
Program. 

Subpart C—How Does the Secretary 
Select an Institution for an Alloca-
tion of Fellowships? 

§ 657.20 How does the Secretary select insti-
tutional applications for funding? 

(a) The Secretary evaluates an institu-
tional application for an allocation of fellow-
ships on the basis of the quality of the appli-
cant’s Center or program in modern foreign 
language and area studies training. The ap-
plicant’s Center or program is evaluated and 
approved under the criteria in § 657.21. 

(b) The Secretary informs applicants of the 
maximum possible score for each criterion in 
the application package or in a notice pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(c) The Secretary makes grant awards 
using a peer review process. Applications 
that share the same or similar area of focus, 
as declared by each applicant under § 657.3(a), 
are grouped together for purposes of review. 
Each application is reviewed for excellence 
based on the applicable criteria referenced in 
paragraph (a) of this section. Applications 
are then ranked within each group that 
shares the same or similar area of focus. 

(d) The Secretary may determine a min-
imum total score required to demonstrate a 
sufficient degree of excellence to qualify for 
a grant under this part. 

(e) If insufficient money is available to 
fund all applications demonstrating a suffi-
cient degree of excellence as determined 
under paragraphs (a), (c), and (d) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary considers the degree to 
which priorities derived from the consulta-
tion on areas of national need or established 
under the provisions of § 657.22 and relating 
to specific countries, world areas, or lan-

guages are served when selecting applica-
tions for funding and determining the 
amount of a grant. 

§ 657.21 What selection criteria does the 
Secretary use to evaluate an institutional 
application for an allocation of fellow-
ships? 

The Secretary evaluates an institutional 
application for an allocation of fellowships 
on the basis of the criteria in this section. 

(a) Scope, personnel, and operations. The 
Secretary reviews each application to deter-
mine one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the proposed allo-
cation of fellowships meets the requirements 
in § 657.3(a). 

(2) The extent to which the project director 
and other staff are qualified to administer 
the proposed allocation of fellowships, in-
cluding the degree to which they engage in 
ongoing professional development activities 
relevant to their roles. 

(3) The adequacy of governance and over-
sight arrangements for the proposed alloca-
tion of fellowships, and, for a consortium, 
the extent to which the consortium agree-
ment demonstrates commitment to a com-
mon objective. 

(4) The extent to which the institution pro-
vides or will provide financial, administra-
tive, and other support for the administra-
tion of the proposed allocation of fellow-
ships. 

(b) Quality of curriculum and instruction. 
The Secretary reviews each application to 
determine one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the applicant’s cur-
riculum provides training options for stu-
dents from a variety of disciplines and pro-
fessional fields, and the extent to which the 
curriculum and associated requirements (in-
cluding language requirements) are appro-
priate for the applicant’s area of focus and 
result in educational programs of high qual-
ity for students who will be served by the 
proposed allocation of fellowships. 

(2) The extent to which the levels of in-
struction offered for the modern foreign lan-
guages relevant to the proposed allocation of 
fellowships, including intensive language in-
struction, and the frequency with which the 
courses are offered, is appropriate for ad-
vanced training in those languages. 

(3) The extent to which the institution’s 
instruction in modern foreign languages rel-
evant to the proposed allocation of fellow-
ships is using or developing stated perform-
ance goals for functional foreign language 
use, as well as the degree to which stated 
performance goals are met or are likely to be 
met by students. 

(4) The extent to which instruction in mod-
ern foreign languages is integrated with area 
studies courses, for example, area studies 
courses taught in modern foreign languages. 
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(c) Quality of faculty and academic resources. 
The Secretary reviews each application to 
determine one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the institution em-
ploys faculty with strong language, area, and 
international studies credentials related to 
the proposed allocation of fellowships, in-
cluding enough qualified tenured and tenure- 
track faculty with teaching and advising re-
sponsibilities to enable the applicant to 
carry out the instructional and training pro-
grams in the applicant’s area of focus. 

(2) The extent to which the applicant pro-
vides or will provide students who will be 
served by the proposed allocation of fellow-
ships with substantive academic and other 
relevant advising services that address com-
pliance with fellowship requirements, the po-
tential uses of their foreign language and 
area studies knowledge and training, and, as 
appropriate, safety while studying outside 
the United States. 

(3) The extent to which the institution’s li-
brary holdings (print and non-print, physical 
and digital, English and foreign language), 
other research collections, and relevant staff 
support students who will be served by the 
proposed allocation of fellowships. 

(4) The extent to which the applicant has 
established formal arrangements for stu-
dents to conduct research or study abroad 
relevant to the proposed allocation of fellow-
ships and the extent to which these arrange-
ments are used. 

(d) Project design and rationale. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to determine 
one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the proposed allo-
cation of fellowships aligns with the appli-
cant’s educational programs, instructional 
resources, and language and area studies 
course offerings; and the ease of access to 
relevant instruction and training opportuni-
ties, including training from external pro-
viders. 

(2) The applicant’s record of placing stu-
dents into post-graduate employment, edu-
cation, or training in areas of national need 
and the applicant’s efforts to increase the 
number of such students that go into such 
placement. 

(3) The extent to which the allocation of 
fellowships will contribute to meeting na-
tional needs related to language and area 
studies expertise and support the generation 
of information for and dissemination of in-
formation to the public. 

(4) The extent to which the proposed 
project will reflect diverse perspectives, as 
defined in part 655, and a wide range of views 
and generate debate on world regions and 
international affairs. 

(e) Project planning and budget. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to determine 
one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the process for se-
lecting fellows is thoroughly described and 

of high quality, including the institution- 
wide fellowship recruitment and advertise-
ment process, the student application proc-
ess, the FLAS Fellowships Program selec-
tion criteria and priorities, any supple-
mental institutional requirements con-
sistent with the FLAS Fellowships Program 
requirements, the composition of the institu-
tion’s selection committee, and the timeline 
for selecting and notifying students. 

(2) The extent to which the institution re-
questing an allocation of fellowships identi-
fies barriers, if any, to equitable access to 
and participation in the FLAS Fellowships 
Program and how the institution proposes to 
address these barriers. 

(3) The extent to which the requested 
amount and proposed distribution of the al-
location of fellowships is reasonable relative 
to the potential pool of eligible students 
with a demonstrated interest in relevant 
modern foreign language and area studies 
training and instruction. 

(f) Quality of project evaluation. The Sec-
retary reviews each application to determine 
one or more of the following: 

(1) The extent to which the methods of 
evaluation are thorough, feasible, and appro-
priate to the proposed project. 

(2) The extent to which the methods of 
evaluation will provide performance feed-
back and permit periodic assessment of 
progress toward achieving the proposed 
project’s intended outcomes. 

(3) The qualifications, including relevant 
training, experience, and independence, of 
the evaluator(s). 

§ 657.22 What priorities may the Secretary 
establish? 

(a) The Secretary may establish one or 
more of the following priorities for the allo-
cation of fellowships: 

(1) Instruction, training, or research in 
specific languages or all languages related to 
specific world areas. 

(2) Programs of language instruction with 
stated performance goals for functional for-
eign language use or that are developing 
such performance goals. 

(3) Instruction, training, or research re-
lated to specific world areas. 

(4) Academic terms, such as academic year 
or summer. 

(5) Levels of language offerings. 
(6) Academic disciplines, such as linguis-

tics or sociology. 
(7) Professional studies, such as business, 

law, or education. 
(8) Instruction, training, or research in 

particular subjects, such as population 
growth and planning or international trade 
and business. 

(9) Specific areas of national need for ex-
pertise in foreign languages and world areas 
derived from the consultation with Federal 
agencies on areas of national need. 
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(10) A combination of any of these cat-
egories. 

(b) The Secretary announces any priorities 
in the application notice published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

Subpart D—What Conditions Must Be 
Met by Institutional Grantees and 
Fellows? 

§ 657.30 What are the limitations on fellow-
ships and the use of fellowship funds? 

(a) Distance or online education. Fellows 
may satisfy course requirements through in-
struction offered in person or, with the Sec-
retary’s prior approval, via distance edu-
cation or hybrid formats. Correspondence 
courses do not satisfy program course re-
quirements. 

(b) Duration and purpose. An approved Cen-
ter or Program may award a fellowship for 
any of the following combinations of dura-
tion and purpose: 

(1) One academic year, provided that the 
fellow enrolls in one language course per 
term and at least two area studies courses 
per year. 

(2) One academic year for dissertation re-
search abroad, provided that the fellow is a 
doctoral candidate, uses advanced training 
in at least one modern foreign language in 
the research, and has a work plan approved 
by the Secretary. 

(3) One academic year for dissertation 
writing, provided that the fellow is a doc-
toral candidate, uses advanced training in at 
least one modern foreign language for the 
dissertation, and has a work plan approved 
by the Secretary. 

(4) One summer session if the summer ses-
sion provides the fellow with the equivalent 
of one academic year of instruction in a 
modern foreign language. 

(5) Other durations approved by the Sec-
retary to accommodate exceptional cir-
cumstances that would enable a fellow to 
complete an appropriate amount of 
coursework, dissertation writing, or dis-
sertation research. 

(c) Internships. The Secretary may approve 
the use of a fellowship to support an intern-
ship for an eligible fellow. 

(d) Program administration costs. This pro-
gram does not allow administrative costs. 

(e) Selection of fellowship recipients. Ap-
proved Centers or Programs must select stu-
dents to receive fellowships using the selec-
tion process described in the grant applica-
tion submitted to the Department or using 
any subsequent modifications to the selec-
tion process that have been approved by the 
Secretary. 

(f) Study outside the United States. Before 
awarding a fellowship for use outside the 
United States, an institution must obtain 
the approval of the Secretary. The Secretary 

may approve the use of a fellowship outside 
the United States if the student is— 

(1) Enrolled in an educational program 
abroad, approved by the institution at which 
the student is enrolled in the United States, 
for study of a foreign language at an inter-
mediate or advanced level or at the begin-
ning level if appropriate equivalent instruc-
tion is not available in the United States; or 

(2) Engaged during the academic year in 
research that cannot be done effectively in 
the United States and is affiliated with an 
institution of higher education or other ap-
propriate organization in the host country. 

(g) Support from other Federal agencies. Re-
cipients of fellowships under this part may 
accept concurrent awards from other Federal 
agencies, such as Boren Fellowships and 
Critical Language Scholarships, provided 
that the other Federal awards are not used 
to pay for the same activity or cost allocated 
to the recipient’s fellowship. Any fellow who 
accepts concurrent awards from other Fed-
eral agencies that may pay for the same ac-
tivity or cost must disclose the receipt of 
such other Federal funding to the approved 
Center or Program that administers the allo-
cation of fellowships at their institution. 

(h) Transfer of funds. Institutions may not 
transfer funds from their allocation of fel-
lowships to any outside entity, including 
other approved Centers or Programs, unless 
the funds are transferred directly to an in-
structional program provider to cover the 
costs for the institution’s own fellows to at-
tend training programs carried out by the in-
structional program provider during the aca-
demic year or a summer session. The trans-
fer of funds to any instructional program 
providers located outside the United Stated 
must be pre-approved by the Secretary. 

(i) Undergraduate travel. No funds may be 
expended under this part for undergraduate 
travel except in accordance with rules pre-
scribed by the Secretary setting forth poli-
cies and procedures to ensure that Federal 
funds made available for such travel are ex-
pended as part of a formal program of super-
vised study. 

(j) Vacancies. If a fellow vacates a fellow-
ship before the end of an award period, the 
institution receiving the allocation of fel-
lowships may award the balance of the fel-
lowship to another student if— 

(1) The student meets the eligibility re-
quirements in § 657.4 and was selected in ac-
cordance with paragraph (e) of this section; 

(2) The remaining fellowship period com-
prises at least one full academic quarter, se-
mester, trimester, or summer session; and 

(3) The amount of available funds is suffi-
cient to award a full fellowship for the dura-
tion described in paragraph (j)(2) of this sec-
tion. 
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§ 657.31 What is the payment procedure for 
fellowships? 

(a) An institution must award a stipend to 
fellowship recipients. 

(b) An institution must pay the stipend 
and any other allowances to the fellow in in-
stallments during the term of the academic 
year fellowship. 

(c) An institution may make a payment 
only to a fellow who is in good academic 
standing and is making satisfactory 
progress. 

(d) The institution must make appropriate 
adjustments of any overpayment or under-
payment to a fellow. 

(e) Any payments made for less than the 
full duration of a fellowship must be pro-
rated to reflect the actual duration of the 
fellowship. 

§ 657.32 Under what circumstances must an 
institution terminate a fellowship? 

An institution must terminate a fellowship 
if— 

(a) The fellow is not making satisfactory 
progress, is no longer enrolled, or is no 
longer in good standing at the institution; or 

(b) The fellow fails to follow the plan of 
study in modern foreign language and area 
studies, for which the fellow applied, unless 
a revised plan of study is otherwise approved 
by the Secretary under this part. 

§ 657.33 What are the reporting require-
ments for grantee institutions and for in-
dividual fellows who receive funds under 
this program? 

Each institution of higher education, each 
member in a consortium of institutions of 
higher education, and each individual fellow-
ship recipient under this program must sub-
mit performance reports, in such form and at 
such time as required by the Secretary. 

§ 657.34 What are an institution’s respon-
sibilities after the award of a grant for 
administering fellowship funding? 

(a) An institution to which the Secretary 
awards a grant under this part is responsible 
for administering the grant in accordance 
with the regulations described in § 657.6. 

(b) The institution is responsible for proc-
essing individual applications for fellowships 
in accordance with procedures described in 
§§ 657.12 and 657.30. 

(c) The institution is responsible for dis-
bursing funds in accordance with procedures 
described in § 657.31. 

(d) The institution is responsible for termi-
nating a fellowship in accordance with the 
procedures described in § 657.32. 

PART 658—UNDERGRADUATE 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRO-
GRAM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
658.1 What is the Undergraduate Inter-

national Studies and Foreign Language 
Program? 

658.2 Who is eligible to apply for assistance 
under this program? 

658.3 What regulations apply? 
658.4 What definitions apply to the Under-

graduate International Studies and For-
eign Language Program? 

Subpart B—What Kinds of Projects Does the 
Secretary Assist Under This Program? 

658.10 For what kinds of projects does the 
Secretary assist institutions of higher 
education? 

658.11 What projects and activities may a 
grantee conduct under this program? 

658.12 For what kinds of projects does the 
Secretary assist associations and organi-
zations? 

Subpart C [Reserved] 

Subpart D—How Does the Secretary Make 
a Grant? 

658.30 How does the Secretary evaluate an 
application? 

658.31 What selection criteria does the Sec-
retary use? 

658.32 What additional criteria does the Sec-
retary apply to institutional applica-
tions? 

658.33 What additional criterion does the 
Secretary apply to applications from or-
ganizations and associations? 

658.34 What additional factors does the Sec-
retary consider in selecting grant recipi-
ents? 

658.35 What priority does the Secretary 
give? 

Subpart E—What Conditions Must Be Met 
by a Grantee? 

658.40 What are the limitations on allowable 
costs? 

658.41 What are the cost-sharing require-
ments? 

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1124, unless otherwise 
noted. 

SOURCE: 47 FR 14122, Apr. 1, 1982, unless 
otherwise noted. 
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