AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Ofc. of Postsecondary Educ., Education

§650.44 What records and reports are
required from institutions?

(a) An institution shall provide to
the Secretary, prior to receiving funds
for disbursement to a fellow, a certifi-
cation from an appropriate official at
the institution stating whether that
fellow is making satisfactory progress
in, and is devoting essentially full time
to the program for which the fellow-
ship was awarded.

(b) An institution shall keep such
records as are necessary to establish
the timing and amount of all disburse-
ments of stipends.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1840-0562)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1134c)
PART 654 [RESERVED]

PART 655—INTERNATIONAL EDU-
CATION PROGRAMS—GENERAL
PROVISIONS

Subpart A—General

Sec.

6565.1 Which programs do these regulations
govern?

6565.3 What regulations apply to the Inter-
national Education Programs?

655.4 What definitions apply to the Inter-
national Education Programs?

655.5 What are the purposes of the Inter-
national Educational Programs?

Subpart B—What Kinds of Projects Does the
Secretary Assist?

6565.10 What kinds of projects does the Sec-
retary assist?

Subpart C [Reserved]

Subpart D—How Does the Secretary Make
a Grant?

6565.30 How does the Secretary evaluate an
application?

6565.31 What general selection criteria does
the Secretary use?

655.32 What additional factors does the Sec-
retary consider in making grant awards?

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1121-1130b and 1132-
1132-7, unless otherwise noted.

SOURCE: 47 FR 14116, Apr. 1, 1982, unless
otherwise noted.

§655.3

Subpart A—General

§655.1 Which programs do these regu-
lations govern?

The regulations in this part govern
the administration of the following
programs in international education:

(a) The National Resource Centers
Program for Foreign Language and
Area Studies and the Foreign Lan-
guage and Area Studies Fellowships
Program (section 602 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended);

(b) The Language Resource Centers
Program (section 603);

(¢c) The Undergraduate International
Studies and Foreign Language Pro-
gram (section 604);

(d) The International Research and
Studies Program (section 605); and

(e) The Business and International
Education Program (section 613).

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1121-1130b)

[47 FR 14116, Apr. 1, 1982, as amended at 58
FR 32575, June 10, 1993; 64 FR 7739, Feb. 16,
1999; 89 FR 68757, Aug. 27, 2024]

§655.3 What regulations apply to the
International Education Programs?

The following regulations apply to
the International Education Programs:

(a) The regulations in this part 655;
and

(b) As appropriate, the regulations
in—

(1) 34 CFR part 656 (National Re-
source Centers Program for Foreign
Language and Area Studies or Foreign
Language and International Studies);

(2) 3@ CFR part 657 (Foreign Lan-
guage and Area Studies Fellowships
Program);

(3) 34 CFR part 658 (Undergraduate
International Studies and Foreign Lan-
guage Program);

(4) 34 CFR part 660 (International Re-
search and Studies Program);

(6) 3¢ CFR part 661 (Business and
International Education Program); and

(6) 3¢ CFR part 669 (Language Re-
source Centers Program).

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1121-1127; 1221e-3)

[47 FR 14116, Apr. 1, 1982, as amended at 58
FR 32575, June 10, 1993; 64 FR 7739, Feb. 16,
1999; 79 FR 176104, Dec. 19, 2014; 89 FR 68757,
Aug. 27, 2024]
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§655.4

§655.4 What definitions apply to the
International Education Programs?

(a) The following terms used in this
part and 34 CFR parts 656, 657, 658, 660,
661, and 669 are defined in 2 CFR part
200, subpart A, 3¢ CFR 77.1, 3¢ CFR
600.2, or 34 CFR 668.2:

(1) Academic engagement.

(2) Acquisition.

(3) Applicant.

(4) Application.

(5) Award.

(6) Budget.

(7) Clock hour.

(8) Contract.

(9) Correspondence course.

(10) Credit hour.

(11) Distance education.

(12) Educational program.

(13) EDGAR.

(14) Enrolled.

(15) Equipment.

(16) Facilities.

(17) Fiscal year.

(18) Full-time student.

(19) Graduate or professional student.

(20) Grant.

(21) Grantee.

(22) Grant period.

(23) Half-time student.

(24) Liocal educational agency.

(25) National level.

(26) Nonprofit.

(27) Project.

(28) Project period.

(29) Private.

(30) Public.

(31) Regular student.

(32) Secretary.

(33) State educational agency.

(34) Supplies.

(35) Undergraduate student.

(b) The following definitions apply to
International Education Programs:

Area studies means a program of com-
prehensive study of the aspects of a
world area’s society or societies, in-
cluding study of history, culture, econ-
omy, politics, international relations,
and languages.

Areas of national need means the var-
ious needs in the government, edu-
cation, business, and nonprofit sectors
for expertise in foreign language, area,
and international studies identified by
the Secretary as significant for main-
taining or improving the security, sta-
bility, and economic vitality of the
United States.

34 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-25 Edition)

Consortium of institutions of higher
education means a group of institutions
of higher education that have entered
into a cooperative arrangement for the
purpose of carrying out a common ob-
jective, or a public or private nonprofit
agency, organization, or institution
designated or created by a group of in-
stitutions of higher education for the
purpose of carrying out a common ob-
jective on their behalf.

Consultation on areas of national need
means the process that allows the head
officials of a wide range of Federal
agencies to consult with the Secretary
and provide recommendations regard-
ing national needs for expertise in for-
eign languages and world areas that
the Secretary may take into account
when identifying areas of national
need.

Diverse perspectives means a variety of
viewpoints relevant to understanding
global or international issues in con-
text, especially those derived from
scholarly research or sustained profes-
sional activities and community en-
gagement abroad, and relevant to
building multifaceted knowledge and
expertise in area studies, international
studies, and the international aspects
of professional studies, including issues
related to world regions, foreign lan-
guages, and international affairs,
among stakeholders.

Educational program abroad means a
program of study, internship, or serv-
ice learning outside the United States
that is part of a foreign language or
other international curriculum at the
undergraduate or graduate education
level.

Institution of higher education means
an institution that meets the defini-
tion in section 101(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended, as
well as an institution that meets the
requirements of section 101(a) except
that—

(1) It is not located in the United
States; and

(2) It applies for assistance under
title VI of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended, in consortia with in-
stitutions that meet the definition in
section 101(a).

Intensive language instruction means
instruction of at least five clock hours
per week during the academic year or
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the equivalent of a full academic year
of language instruction during the
summer.

[89 FR 68757, Aug. 27, 2024]

§655.5 What are the purposes of the
International Educational Pro-
grams?

(a) Each of the programs authorized
by part A of title VI of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, as amended, contrib-
utes to at least one, but not nec-
essarily all, of the following purposes:

(1) Provision of support for centers,
programs, and fellowships in institu-
tions of higher education in the United
States for producing increased numbers
of trained personnel and research in
foreign languages, area studies, and
other international studies.

(2) Development of a pool of inter-
national experts to meet mnational
needs.

(3) Development and validation of
specialized materials and techniques
for foreign language acquisition and
fluency, emphasizing (but not limited
to) the less commonly taught lan-
guages.

(4) Promotion of access to research
and training overseas, including
through linkages with overseas institu-
tions.

(5) Advancement of the internation-
alization of a variety of disciplines
throughout undergraduate and grad-
uate education.

(6) Support for cooperative efforts
promoting access to and the dissemina-
tion of international and foreign lan-
guage knowledge, teaching materials,
and research, throughout education,
government, business, civic, and non-
profit sectors in the United States,
through the use of advanced tech-
nologies.

(b) The regulations in this part gov-
ern the following programs that are au-
thorized by part A of title VI of the
Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended:

(1) The National Resource Centers
Program for Foreign Language and
Area Studies and the Foreign Lan-
guage and Area Studies Fellowships
Program.

(2) The Language Resource Centers
Program.

§655.10

(3) The Undergraduate International
Studies and Foreign Language Pro-
gram.

(4) The International Research and
Studies Program.

(c) The following activities author-
ized by part A of title VI of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended, con-
tribute to the coordination of the pro-
grams of the Federal Government in
the areas of foreign language, area
studies, and other international stud-

ies, including professional inter-
national affairs education and re-
search:

(1) The consultation on areas of na-
tional need.

(2) The periodic survey of fellows who
have participated in the Foreign Lan-
guage and Area Studies Fellowships
Program to determine postgraduate
employment, education, or training.

(d) Each of the programs authorized
by part B of title VI of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, as amended, contrib-
utes to at least one, but not nec-
essarily all, of the following purposes:

(1) Increase and promotion of the Na-
tion’s capacity for international under-
standing and economic enterprise
through the provision of suitable inter-
national education and training for
business personnel in various stages of
professional development; and develop
a pool of international experts to meet
national needs.

(2) Promotion of institutional and
noninstitutional educational and train-
ing activities that will contribute to
the ability of United States business to
prosper in an international economy.

(e) The regulations in this part gov-
ern the following programs that are au-
thorized by part B of title VI of the
Higher Education Act of 1965, as
amended: The Business and Inter-
national Education Program.

[89 FR 65787, Aug. 27, 2024]

Subpart B—What Kinds of Projects
Does the Secretary Assist?

§655.10 What kinds of projects does
the Secretary assist?

Subpart A of 34 CFR parts 656, 657,
and 669 and subpart B of 34 CFR parts
6568, 660, 661 describe the kinds of
projects that the Secretary assists

293



§655.30

under the International Education Pro-
grams.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1121-1127)

[74 FR 35072, July 17, 2009, as amended at 79
FR 76104, Dec. 19, 2014]

Subpart C [Reserved]

Subpart D—How Does the
Secretary Make a Grant?

§655.30 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an application?

The Secretary evaluates applications
for International Education Programs
using the criteria described in one or
more of the following:

(a) The general criteria in §655.31.

(b) The specific criteria, as applica-
ble, in subpart C of 34 CFR parts 656
and 657, or subpart D of 34 CFR parts
658, 660, 661, and 669.

[89 FR 68758, Aug. 27, 2024]

§655.31 What general selection cri-
teria does the Secretary use?

(a) Plan of operation. (1) The Sec-
retary reviews each application for in-
formation that shows the quality of
the plan of operation for the project.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) High quality in the design of the
project;

(ii) An effective plan of management
that ensures proper and efficient ad-
ministration of the project;

(iii) A clear description of how the
objectives of the project relate to the
purpose of the program;

(iv) The way the applicant plans to
use its resources and personnel to
achieve each objective; and

(v) A clear description of how the ap-
plicant will provide equal access and
treatment for eligible project partici-
pants who are members of groups that
have been traditionally underrep-
resented, such as—

(A) Members of racial or ethnic mi-
nority groups;

(B) Women; and

(C) Handicapped persons.

(b) Quality of key personnel. (1) The
Secretary reviews each application for
information that shows the quality of
the key personnel the applicant plans
to use on the project.

34 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-25 Edition)

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) The qualifications of the project
director (if one is to be used);

(ii) The qualifications of each of the
other key personnel to be used in the
project. In the case of faculty, the
qualifications of the faculty and the
degree to which that faculty is directly
involved in the actual teaching and su-
pervision of students; and

(iii) The time that each person re-
ferred to in paragraphs (b)(2) (i) and (ii)
of this section plans to commit to the
project; and

(iv) The extent to which the appli-
cant, as part of its nondiscriminatory
employment practices, encourages ap-
plications for employment from per-
sons who are members of groups that
have been traditionally underrep-
resented, such as members of racial or
ethnic minority groups, women, handi-
capped persons, and the elderly.

(3) To determine the qualifications of
a person, the Secretary considers evi-
dence of past experience and training,
in fields related to the objectives of the
project, as well as other information
that the applicant provides.

(c) Budget and cost effectiveness. (1)
The Secretary reviews each application
for information that shows that the
project has an adequate budget and is
cost effective.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) Facilities (including but not lim-
ited to language laboratories, muse-
ums, and libraries) that the applicant
plans to use are adequate; and

(ii) Costs are reasonable in relation
to the objectives of the project.

(d) Evaluation plan. (1) The Secretary
reviews each application for informa-
tion that shows the quality of the eval-
uation plan for the project.

(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows methods of evaluation
that are appropriate for the project
and, to the extent possible, are objec-
tive and produce data that are quan-
tifiable.

(e) Adequacy of resources. (1) The Sec-
retary reviews each application for in-
formation that shows that the appli-
cant plans to devote adequate re-
sources to the project.
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(2) The Secretary looks for informa-
tion that shows—

(i) Facilities (including but not lim-
ited to language laboratories, muse-
ums, and libraries) that the applicant
plans to use are adequate; and

(ii) The equipment and supplies that
the applicant plans to use are ade-
quate.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1121-1127)

[47 FR 14116, Apr. 1, 1982, as amended at 89
FR 68758, Aug. 27, 2024]

§655.32 What additional factors does
the Secretary consider in making
grant awards?

Except for 34 CFR parts 656, 657, and
661, to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with the criterion of excellence,
the Secretary seeks to achieve an equi-
table distribution of funds throughout
the Nation.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1126(b)).
[68 FR 32575, June 10, 1993]

PART 656—NATIONAL RESOURCE
CENTERS PROGRAM FOR FOR-
EIGN LANGUAGE AND AREA
STUDIES OR FOREIGN LANGUAGE
AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Subpart A—General

Sec.

656.1 What is the National Resource Centers
Program?

6566.2 Who is eligible to receive a grant?

6566.3 What activities define a comprehen-
sive or undergraduate National Resource
Center?

6566.4 What types of Centers receive grants?

6566.5 What activities may be carried out?

656.6 What regulations apply?

656.7 What definitions apply?

Subpart B—How Does One Apply for a
Grant?

6566.10 What combined application may an
institution submit?

Subpart C—How Does the Secretary Make
a Grant?

656.20 How does the Secretary evaluate an
application?

656.21 What selection criteria does the Sec-
retary use to evaluate an application for
a comprehensive Center?

§656.2

656.22 What selection criteria does the Sec-
retary use to evaluate an application for
an undergraduate Center?

656.23 What priorities may the Secretary es-
tablish?

Subpart D—What Conditions Must Be Met
by a Grantee?

656.30 What are allowable costs and limita-
tions on allowable costs?

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1122, unless otherwise
noted.

SOURCE: 61 FR 50193, Sept. 24, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 89 FR 68758, Aug.
27, 2024, part 656 was revised, For the conven-
ience of the user, the new part 656 follows the
text of this part..

Subpart A—General

§656.1 What is the National Resource
Centers Program?

Under the National Resource Centers
Program for Foreign Language and
Areas Studies or Foreign Language and
International Studies (National Re-
source Centers Program), the Sec-
retary awards grants to institutions of
higher education and consortia of insti-
tutions to establish, strengthen, and
operate comprehensive and under-
graduate Centers that will be national
resources for—

(a) Teaching of any modern foreign
language;

(b) Imstruction in fields needed to
provide full understanding of areas, re-
gions, or countries in which the mod-
ern foreign language is commonly used;

(c) Research and training in inter-
national studies and the international
and foreign language aspects of profes-
sional and other fields of study; and

(d) Instruction and research on issues
in world affairs that concern one or
more countries.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1122)

[61 FR 50193, Sept. 24, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 7739, Feb. 16, 1999; 74 FR 35072, July 17,
2009]

§656.2 Who is eligible to receive a
grant?

An institution of higher education or
a consortium of institutions of higher
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