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of Engineers and the non-Federal spon-
sor, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, the Miccosukee Tribe of In-
dians of Florida, the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, and 
other Federal, State, and local agen-
cies. 

§ 385.18 Public outreach. 
(a) Goals. (1) The goal of public out-

reach is to open and maintain channels 
of communication with the public 
throughout the implementation proc-
ess for the Plan in order to: 

(i) Provide information about pro-
posed activities; 

(ii) Make the public’s desires, needs, 
and concerns known to decision-mak-
ers before decisions are reached; and 

(iii) Consider and respond to the 
public’s views in reaching decisions. 

(2) In carrying out implementation 
activities for the Plan, the Corps of En-
gineers and non-Federal sponsors shall 
undertake outreach activities to: 

(i) Increase general public awareness 
for the Plan; 

(ii) Involve interested groups and in-
terested communities in the decision- 
making process and incorporate public 
values into decisions; 

(iii) Better serve and involve minor-
ity communities and traditionally 
under served communities, persons 
with limited English proficiency, and 
socially and economically disadvan-
taged individuals; 

(iv) Improve the substantive quality 
of decisions as a result of public par-
ticipation; and 

(v) Reduce conflict among interested 
and affected parties by building agree-
ment or consensus on solutions to 
emerging issues. 

(b) General requirements. (1) The Corps 
of Engineers and non-Federal sponsors 
shall provide a transparent, publicly 
accessible process through which sci-
entific and technical information is 
used in the development of policy deci-
sions throughout the implementation 
process for the Plan. 

(2) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall develop and con-
duct outreach activities for project or 
program-level activities in order to 

provide information to the public and 
to provide opportunities for involve-
ment by the public. 

(3) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall monitor the ef-
fectiveness of outreach activities 
throughout the implementation proc-
ess. 

(4) Project Management Plans and 
Program Management Plans shall in-
clude information concerning any out-
reach activities to be undertaken dur-
ing the implementation of the project 
or activity. 

(5) Project Delivery Team meetings 
and RECOVER meetings shall be open 
to attendance by the public. The public 
shall be notified in advance of these 
meetings through e-mail, posting on a 
web site, or other appropriate means. 
The public shall be provided with an 
opportunity to comment at such meet-
ings. 

(6) Public meetings and workshops 
shall be held at such times and loca-
tions as to facilitate participation by 
the public. 

(7) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall provide opportu-
nities for the public to review and com-
ment on draft documents. 

(c) Outreach to socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals and com-
munities. (1) The Corps of Engineers and 
non-Federal sponsors shall develop and 
conduct public outreach activities to 
ensure that socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals, including 
individuals with limited English pro-
ficiency, and communities are provided 
opportunities to review and comment 
during implementation of the Plan. 

(2) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall monitor the ef-
fectiveness of outreach activities con-
ducted to ensure that socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged individuals 
and communities, including individuals 
with limited English proficiency, are 
provided opportunities to review and 
comment during implementation of the 
Plan. 

(3) Project Management Plans and 
Program Management Plans shall in-
clude information, concerning any out-
reach activities to be undertaken dur-
ing the implementation of the project 
or activity, to socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals and 
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communities, including individuals of 
limited English proficiency. 

(4) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall make project 
and program information available in 
languages other than English where a 
significant number of individuals in 
the area affected by the project or pro-
gram activity are expected to have 
limited English proficiency. 

(5) The Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall provide trans-
lators or similar services at public 
meetings where a significant number of 
participants are expected to have lim-
ited English proficiency. 

§ 385.19 Environmental and economic 
equity. 

(a) Project Management Plans and 
Program Management Plans shall in-
clude information concerning any envi-
ronmental and economic equity activi-
ties to be undertaken during the imple-
mentation of the project or activity. 

(b) As required by applicable laws 
and policies, the Corps of Engineers 
and non-Federal sponsors shall con-
sider and evaluate environmental jus-
tice issues and concerns in the imple-
mentation of projects. 

(c) During the implementation of the 
Plan, through appropriate means, con-
sistent with section 601(k) of WRDA 
2000 and other provisions of Federal 
law, the Corps of Engineers and non- 
Federal sponsors shall provide informa-
tion to socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals and commu-
nities, including individuals with lim-
ited English proficiency, about poten-
tial or anticipated contracting oppor-
tunities that are expected to result 
from implementation of the Plan. 

(d) The District Engineer shall en-
sure that small business concerns 
owned and controlled by socially and 
economically disadvantaged individ-
uals are provided opportunities to par-
ticipate under section 15(g) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 644(g)) 
throughout the implementation proc-
ess. The District Engineer shall track 
the amount of contracts awarded to 
small business concerns owned and 
controlled by socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals in 
order to ensure that they are provided 
such opportunities. 

§ 385.20 Restoration Coordination and 
Verification (RECOVER). 

(a) RECOVER (Restoration Coordina-
tion and Verification) is an inter-
agency and interdisciplinary scientific 
and technical team described in the 
‘‘Final Integrated Feasibility Report 
and Programmatic Environmental Im-
pact Statement,’’ dated April 1, 1999. 
RECOVER was established by the 
Corps of Engineers and the South Flor-
ida Water Management District to con-
duct assessment, evaluation, and plan-
ning and integration activities using 
the best available science that support 
implementation of the Plan with the 
overall goal of ensuring that the goals 
and purposes of the Plan are achieved. 
RECOVER has been organized into a 
Leadership Group that provides man-
agement and coordination for the ac-
tivities of RECOVER and teams that 
accomplish activities such as: devel-
oping system-wide performance meas-
ures; developing and implementing the 
monitoring and assessment program; 
evaluating alternatives developed by 
Project Delivery Teams to achieve the 
goals and purposes of the Plan; con-
ducting system-wide water quality 
analyses; developing, refining, and ap-
plying system-wide models and tools; 
and evaluating modifications to the 
Plan. RECOVER is not a policy making 
body, but has technical and scientific 
responsibilities that support imple-
mentation of the Plan. 

(b) Documents or work products pre-
pared or developed by RECOVER shall 
not be self-executing, but shall be pro-
vided as information for consideration 
by the Corps of Engineers and the 
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Miccosukee 
Tribe of Indians of Florida, the Semi-
nole Tribe of Florida, the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection, 
and other Federal, State, and local 
agencies. Technical information devel-
oped by RECOVER shall be available to 
the public. 

(c) The Corps of Engineers and the 
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict shall encourage the participation 
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