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by a person sitting, standing, or kneel-
ing on the vessel, rather than sitting or 
standing within the vessel’s hull. 

Pod drive means an engine mounted 
in front of the transom of a vessel and 
attached through the bottom of the 
hull to a steerable propulsion unit. 

Pontoon boat means a vessel with a 
broad, flat deck that is affixed on top 
of closed cylinders which are used for 
buoyancy, the basic design of which is 
usually implemented with two rows of 
floats as a catamaran or with three 
rows of floats as a trimaran. 

Reporting authority means a State 
listed in 33 CFR part 173, appendix A, 
as having a numbering system ap-
proved by the Coast Guard or the Coast 
Guard itself when a numbering system 
has not been approved. 

Rowboat means an open vessel manu-
ally propelled by oars. 

Sail only means a vessel propelled 
only by sails. 

State means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puer-
to Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
any other territory or possession of the 
United States. 

State of principal operation means the 
State in whose waters a vessel is or 
will be operated most during a calendar 
year. 

Sterndrive means an engine, powering 
a propeller using shifts and gears, 
mounted in front of the transom of a 
vessel and attached through the tran-
som to a drive unit that is similar to 
the lower unit of an outboard, which 
may also be known as an inboard- 
outdrive or an inboard-outboard. 

Vessel means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18701, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 174.5 Requirements for approval. 

The Commandant approves a State 
numbering system if he or she finds, 
after examination of the information 
submitted by a State, that the State 
numbering system and vessel casualty 
reporting system meet the require-

ments of this part, 46 U.S.C. 6102, and 
46 U.S.C. Chapter 123. 

[CGD 97–023, 62 FR 33365, June 19, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35533, 
June 30, 1998; USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, 
June 25, 2003] 

§ 174.7 Approval procedure. 

To obtain approval by the Com-
mandant of a numbering system or of 
any revision to a numbering system, an 
authorized representative of the State 
must submit three copies of the State 
laws, regulations, forms, and policy 
statements, if any, that pertain to the 
numbering system or revision to Com-
mandant (CG–BSX), Attn: Office of 
Auxiliary and Boating Safety, U.S. 
Coast Guard Stop 7501, 2703 Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Avenue SE., Washington, 
DC 20593–7501. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 82–010, 48 FR 8273, Feb. 28, 
1983; CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988; 
CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33669, June 28, 1996; USCG– 
2008–0179, 73 FR 35024, June 19, 2008; USCG– 
2010–0351, 75 FR 36287, June 25, 2010; USCG– 
2014–0410, 79 FR 38448, July 7, 2014] 

Subpart B—Numbering System 
Requirements 

§ 174.11 Applicability of State num-
bering system. 

(a) Except as allowed in paragraph (c) 
of this section, a State numbering sys-
tem must require the numbering of 
vessels to which § 173.11 of this chapter 
applies. 

(b) A State numbering system may 
require the numbering of any vessel 
subject to the jurisdiction of the State 
unless prohibited by the regulations in 
part 173 of this chapter. 

(c) A State numbering system may 
exempt from its numbering require-
ments any vessel or class of vessels to 
which § 173.13 of this chapter applies. 

§ 174.13 Owner or operator require-
ments. 

A State numbering system must con-
tain the requirements applicable to an 
owner or a person operating a vessel 
that are prescribed in the following 
sections of part 173: 

(a) Paragraph (a) of § 173.15 Vessel 
number required. 
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