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(8) Name, address, age, or date of 
birth, telephone number, vessel oper-
ating experience, and boating safety 
training of the operator making the re-
port; 

(9) Name and address of each oper-
ator of each vessel involved; 

(10) Number of persons onboard or 
towed on skis by each vessel; 

(11) Name, address, and date of birth 
of each person injured or killed; 

(12) Cause of each death; 
(13) Weather forecasts available to 

and weather reports used by the oper-
ator before and during the use of the 
vessel; 

(14) Name and address of each owner 
of property involved; 

(15) Availability and use of personal 
flotation devices; 

(16) Type and number of each fire ex-
tinguisher used; 

(17) Nature and extent of each injury; 
(18) Description of all property dam-

age and vessel damage with an esti-
mate of the cost of all repairs; 

(19) Description of each equipment 
failure that caused or contributed to 
the cause of the casualty; 

(20) Description of the vessel casualty 
or accident; 

(21) Type of vessel operation (cruis-
ing, drifting, fishing, hunting, skiing, 
racing, or other), and the type of acci-
dent (capsizing, sinking, fire, explo-
sion, or other); 

(22) Opinion of the person making the 
report as to the cause of the casualty, 
including whether or not alcohol or 
drugs, or both, was a cause of or con-
tributed to causing the casualty. 

(23) Characteristics of the reporting 
operator’s vessel, including— 

(i) Make; 
(ii) Model; 
(iii) Type: authorized terms are ‘‘air 

boat’’, ‘‘auxiliary sail’’, ‘‘cabin motor-
boat’’, ‘‘houseboat’’, ‘‘inflatable boat’’, 
‘‘open motorboat’’, ‘‘paddlecraft’’, 
‘‘personal watercraft’’, ‘‘pontoon 
boat’’, ‘‘rowboat’’, ‘‘sail only’’, or 
‘‘other’’; 

(iv) Beam width at widest point; 
(v) Overall length of vessel; 
(vi) Depth from transom to keel; 
(vii) Horsepower; 
(viii) Propulsion: authorized terms 

are ‘‘air thrust’’, ‘‘manual’’, ‘‘pro-

peller’’, ‘‘sail’’, ‘‘water jet’’, or 
‘‘other’’; 

(ix) Fuel: authorized terms are 
‘‘electric’’, ‘‘diesel’’, ‘‘gas’’, or ‘‘other’’; 

(x) Engine drive type: authorized 
terms are ‘‘inboard’’, ‘‘outboard’’, ‘‘pod 
drive’’, ‘‘sterndrive’’, or ‘‘other’’; 

(xi) Hull material: authorized terms 
are ‘‘aluminum’’, ‘‘fiberglass’’, ‘‘plas-
tic’’, ‘‘rubber/vinyl/canvas’’, ‘‘steel’’, 
‘‘wood’’, or ‘‘other’’; and 

(xii) Model year; 
(24) Name, address, and telephone 

number of each witness; 
(25) Manufacturer’s hull identifica-

tion number, if any, of the reporting 
operator’s vessel; and 

(26) Name, address, and telephone 
number of the person submitting the 
report. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18700, Mar. 28, 2012, 
as amended at USCG-2021-0348, 87 FR 3223, 
Jan. 21, 2022] 

§ 173.59 Where to submit report. 
A report required by § 173.55 must be 

submitted to: 
(a) The reporting authority listed in 

appendix A of this part where the ves-
sel number was issued, or, if the vessel 
has no number, where the vessel is 
principally used; or 

(b) The reporting authority where 
the casualty or accident occurred, if it 
occurred outside the State where the 
vessel is numbered or principally used. 

Subpart D—Issue of Certificate of 
Number 

§ 173.71 Application for and issuance 
of certificate of number. 

(a) The owner of a vessel to which 
§ 173.11 of this part applies and for 
which a certificate of number is re-
quired may apply for that certificate to 
the issuing authority for the vessel’s 
State of principal operation listed in 
appendix A of this part. The applica-
tion must be made in the manner speci-
fied by the issuing authority and must 
be accompanied by payment of any fee 
required by the issuing authority. 

(b) Upon determination that the own-
er’s application for a certificate of 
number complies with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section, 
the issuing authority may issue a cer-
tificate of number. 
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(c) A duplicate certificate of number 
may be applied for and issued as pro-
vided by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section upon the owner’s statement 
that the original certificate is lost or 
destroyed. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18700, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 173.73 [Reserved] 

§ 173.75 Temporary certificate. 

A temporary certificate valid for not 
more than 60 days after it is issued 
may be issued by an issuing authority 
pending the issue of a certificate of 
number. A temporary certificate is not 
valid after the date that the owner re-
ceives the certificate of number from 
the issuing authority. 

§ 173.77 Validity of certificate of num-
ber. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b), (c), (d), and (e) of this section, a 
certificate of number is valid until the 
date of expiration prescribed by the 
issuing authority. 

(b) A certificate of number issued by 
an issuing authority is invalid after 
the date upon which: 

(1) The vessel is documented or re-
quired to be documented under Part 67 
of Title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions; 

(2) The person whose name appears 
on the certificate of number as owner 
of the vessel transfer all of his or her 
ownership in the vessel; or 

(3) The vessel is destroyed or aban-
doned. 

(c) A certificate of number issued by 
an issuing authority is invalid if: 

(1) The application for the certificate 
of number contains a false or fraudu-
lent statement; or 

(2) The fees for the issuance of the 
certificate of number are not paid. 

(d) A certificate of number is invalid 
60 days after the day on which the ves-
sel is no longer principally operated in 
the State where the certificate was 
issued. 

(e) The certificate of number is in-
valid when the person whose name ap-
pears on the certificate involuntarily 

loses his or her interest in the num-
bered vessel by legal process. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, 
June 25, 2003; USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18701, 
Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 173.79 Expiration of Coast Guard cer-
tificate of number. 

A certificate of number issued by the 
Coast Guard expires 3 years from the 
date it is issued. 

§ 173.81 Coast Guard forms for num-
bering and casualty reporting. 

(a) In a State where the Coast Guard 
is the issuing authority, the following 
Coast Guard forms must be used: 

(1) Each application for a certificate 
of number or renewal must be made on 
two-part Form CG–3876 and 3876A, Ap-
plication for Number and Temporary 
Certificate. 

(2) Each notification required by 
§ 173.29(b) must be made on Form CG– 
2921, Notification of Change in Status 
of Vessel. 

(3) Each notification required by 
§ 173.29(a) must be made on Form CG– 
3920, Change of Address Notice. 

(4) Each notification required by 
§ 173.29(c) must be made in writing. 

(5) Each application for a duplicate 
certificate of number must be made on 
two-part Form CG–3919 and CG–3919A, 
Application for Duplicate Certificate of 
Number and Temporary Duplicate Cer-
tificate. 

(6) Each vessel casualty required to 
be reported by § 173.55 must be made on 
Form CG–3865. 

(b) Each surrender of a certificate of 
number required by § 173.31 may be 
made in any form but must contain a 
written statement as to why the cer-
tificate is being surrendered. 

§ 173.83 Availability of Coast Guard 
forms. 

In a State where the Coast Guard is 
the issuing authority, forms required 
by § 173.81 are available at all manned 
Coast Guard shore units, except light 
and loran stations and except for Form 
CG–3865, at all first- and second-class 
and some third- and fourth-class post 
offices. 
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