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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–22 Edition) § 165.520 

the conditions of entry to and exit 
from any location within the fixed 
safety zones. 

(d) Enforcement. The Sector Virginia 
COTP may enforce the regulations in 
this section and may be assisted by any 
Federal, state, county, or municipal 
law enforcement agency. 

[USCG–2020–0117, 86 FR 51615, Sept. 16, 2021] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By USCG–2020–0117, 
86 FR 51615, Sept. 16, 2021, § 165.519 was added, 
effective Sept. 16, 2021 until Dec. 25, 2025. 

§ 165.520 Regulated Navigation Area; 
Herbert C. Bonner Bridge, Oregon 
Inlet, NC. 

(a) Regulated area. The following area 
is a Regulated Navigation Area (RNA): 
All navigable waters of Oregon Inlet, 
North Carolina within 100 yards under 
or surrounding any portion of the Her-
bert C. Bonner Bridge. 

(b) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion: 

(1) Captain of the Port means the Cap-
tain of the Port (COTP) North Caro-
lina. 

(2) Captain of the Port Representative 
means any Coast Guard commissioned, 
warrant, or petty officer who has been 
authorized by the Captain of the Port 
North Carolina to act as a designated 
representative of the COTP. 

(3) Hazardous condition means any 
condition that may adversely affect 
the safety of any vessel, bridge, struc-
ture, or shore area or the environ-
mental quality of any port, harbor, or 
navigable waterway of the United 
States, as defined in 33 CFR 160.204. 

(4) Official patrol vessel means any 
Coast Guard, Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
state, or local law enforcement ves-
sel(s) assigned and authorized by COTP 
North Carolina. 

(c) Regulations. (1) The general regu-
lations governing Regulated Naviga-
tion Areas found in 33 CFR 165.10, 
165.11, and 165.13, including the Regu-
lated Navigation Area described in 
paragraph (a) of this section and the 
following regulations, apply. 

(2) Operation of vessels of certain 
characteristics in this RNA will be pro-
hibited by the Captain of the Port 
(COTP) or designated representative in 
order to safeguard people and vessels 
from the hazards associated with 
shoaling and the Herbert C. Bonner 

Bridge from the potential catastrophic 
structural damage that could occur 
from a vessel bridge strike. The COTP 
or designated representative will 
evaluate local marine environmental 
conditions prior to issuing restrictions 
regarding vessel navigation. Factors 
that will be considered include, but are 
not limited to: hydrographic survey 
data, vessel characteristics such as dis-
placement, tonnage, length and draft, 
current weather conditions including 
visibility, wind, sea state, and tidal 
currents. 

(3) The Coast Guard will notify the 
public of restrictions via Local Notice 
to Mariners, Broadcast Notice to Mari-
ners, electronic mail, U.S. Coast Guard 
HOMEPORT Web site, Marine Safety 
Information Bulletins and via other 
methods described in 33 CFR 165.7. Ad-
ditionally, the Coast Guard will notify 
recognized commissions and/or com-
mittees appointed by the Dare County, 
North Carolina elected officials who 
represent commercial and recreational 
mariner interests in Oregon Inlet, 
North Carolina, when practicable, prior 
to imposing restrictions pursuant to 
enforcement of the RNA. Coast Guard 
personnel may be on-scene to advise 
the public of enforcement of any re-
strictions on vessel navigation within 
the RNA. 

(4) In accordance with the general 
regulations, entry into, anchoring, or 
movement within the RNA, during pe-
riods of enforcement, is prohibited un-
less authorized by the Captain of the 
Port (COTP) or the COTP’s on-scene 
designated representative. The ‘‘on- 
scene designated representative’’ of the 
COTP is any Coast Guard commis-
sioned, warrant or petty officer who 
has been designated by the COTP to 
act on the COTP’s behalf. The on-scene 
representative may be on a Coast 
Guard vessel; State agency vessel, or 
other designated craft; or may be on 
shore and will communicate with ves-
sels via VHF–FM marine band radio or 
loudhailer. Members of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary may be present to as-
sist COTP representatives with notifi-
cation of vessel operators regarding the 
contents of this regulation. 

(5) Any deviation from paragraph 
(c)(4) of this section due to extreme cir-
cumstances must be authorized by the 
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Coast Guard, DHS § 165.535 

Coast Guard District Commander, the 
Captain of the Port (COTP) or the 
COTP’s designated representative. Ves-
sels granted permission to transit the 
RNA must do so in accordance with the 
directions provided by the COTP or 
COTP representative to that vessel. To 
request permission to transit the regu-
lated navigation area, the COTP or 
COTP representative can be contacted 
at Coast Guard Sector North Carolina, 
telephone number (910) 343–3880, or on 
VHF–FM marine band radio channel 13 
(165.65 MHz) or channel 16 (156.8 MHz). 
During periods of enforcement, all per-
sons and vessels given permission to 
enter or transit within the RNA must 
comply with the instructions of the 
COTP or designated representative. 
Upon being hailed by an official patrol 
vessel by siren, radio, flashing-light, or 
other means, the operator of a vessel 
must proceed as directed. 

(d) Enforcement. The Coast Guard 
may be assisted in the patrol and en-
forcement of the Regulated Navigation 
Area by other Federal, State, and local 
agencies. The COTP may impose addi-
tional requirements within the RNA 
due to unforeseen changes to shoaling 
of Oregon Inlet or structural integrity 
of the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge. 

(e) Notification. The Coast Guard will 
rely on the methods described in 33 
CFR 165.7 and paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section to notify the public of the date, 
time and duration of any closure of the 
RNA. Violations of this RNA may be 
reported to the COTP at (910) 343–3880 
or on VHF–FM channel 16. 

[USCG–2014–0987, 80 FR 67641, Nov. 3, 2015] 

§ 165.530 Safety Zone: Cape Fear and 
Northeast Cape Fear Rivers, NC. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
moving safety zone during the specified 
conditions: The waters of the Cape 
Fear and Northeast Cape Fear Rivers 
for 500 yards ahead and astern, and 75 
yards abeam of a vessel carrying haz-
ardous materials when designated by 
the Captain of the Port, North Caro-
lina. 

(b) General Information. (1) The Cap-
tain of the Port and the Command 
Duty Officer at Sector North Carolina 
can be contacted at telephone number 
(877) 229–0770 or (910) 772–2200. The Coast 
Guard Patrol Commander enforcing the 

safety zone can be contacted on VHF- 
FM channels 16 and 81. 

(2) The Captain of the Port may au-
thorize and designate any Coast Guard 
commissioned, warrant, or petty offi-
cer to act on his behalf in enforcing 
this safety zone. 

(3) Sector North Carolina will notify 
the maritime community of periods 
during which this safety zone will be in 
effect by providing advance notice of 
scheduled arrivals and departures of 
loaded hazardous materials vessels via 
a marine Broadcast Notice to Mariners. 

(c) Regulation. The general regula-
tions governing safety zones contained 
in § 165.23 apply. 

[COTP Wilmington, NC 94–004, 59 FR 42759, 
Aug. 19, 1994, as amended by USCG–2000–7223, 
65 FR 40059, June 29, 2000; USCG–2011–0368, 76 
FR 26605, May 9, 2011] 

§ 165.535 Safety Zone: Atlantic Ocean, 
Vicinity of Cape Henlopen State 
Park, Delaware. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
safety zone: All waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean within the area bounded by a 
line drawn north from the tip of Cape 
Henlopen located at latitude 38°48.2′ N, 
longitude 75°05.5′ W, to a point located 
at latitude 38°49.4′ N, longitude 75°05.5′ 
W; thence east to a point located at 
latitude 38°49.4′ N, longitude 75°01.4′ W; 
thence south to a point located at lati-
tude 38°43.0′ N, longitude 75°01.4′ W; 
thence west to a point on the shoreline 
located at latitude 38°43.0′ N, longitude 
75°04.5′ W; thence north following the 
shoreline, to a point located at latitude 
38°48.2′ N, longitude 75°05.5′ W. All co-
ordinate refer to Datum: NAD 1983. 

(b) Regulation. The general regula-
tions governing safety zones contained 
in § 165.23 apply. Vessels may not enter 
the safety zone without first obtaining 
permission from the Captain of the 
Port (COTP) Delaware Bay. 

(c) Dates. This section is enforced an-
nually on the second Saturday in May 
and the following day. 

(d) General information. (1) Those 
times during which hazardous condi-
tions exist inside the safety zone will 
be announced by Broadcast Notice to 
Mariners. General permission to enter 
the safety zone will be broadcast dur-
ing non-hazardous times. 
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