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unless specific permission to do so has
first been granted in each case by the
enforcing agency.

(c) The regulations in this section
shall be enforced by the respective
Fleet Superintendents and such agen-
cies as they may designate.

[CGD 175-082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 86-053, 51 FR 43742, Dec. 4,
1986; USCG-2011-0257, 76 FR 31838, June 2,
2011]

PART 163—TOWING OF BARGES

Sec.

163.01 Application.

163.03 Definitions.

163.06 Tows of seagoing barges within in-
land waters.

163.20 Bunching of tows.

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 152, 2071; 49 CFR
1.46(n).

§163.01 Application.

(a) The regulations in this part apply
to vessels navigating the harbors, riv-
ers, and inland waters of the United
States, except the Great Lakes and
their connecting and tributary waters
as far east as Montreal, the Red River
of the North, the Mississippi River and
its tributaries above Huey P. Long
Bridge, and that part of the
Atchafalaya River above its junction
with the Plaguemine-Morgan City al-
ternate waterway.

(b) Seagoing barges and their towing
vessels shall be subject to the require-
ments in this part under the provisions
of section 14 of the Act of May 28, 1908,
as amended (sec. 14, 35 Stat. 428, as
amended; 33 U.S.C. 152). Under the pro-
visions of section 15 of the Act of May
28, 1908, as amended (sec. 15, 35 Stat.
429; 33 U.S.C. 153), the penalty for use of
an unlawful towline shall be an action
against the master of the towing vessel
seeking the suspension or revocation of
his license or merchant mariner cre-
dential.

[CGFR 60-61, 256 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960, as
amended by CGFR 66-59, 31 FR 13647, Oct. 22,
1966. Redesignated by CGD 81-017, 46 FR
28154, May 26, 1981; USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR
11213, Mar. 16, 2009]

§163.03 Definitions.

The following definition applies to
this part:

Pt. 164

Merchant mariner credential or MMC
means the credential issued by the
Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 10. It
combines the individual merchant
mariner’s document, license, and cer-
tificate of registry enumerated in 46
U.S.C. subtitle II part E as well as the
STCW endorsement into a single cre-
dential that serves as the mariner’s
qualification document, certificate of
identification, and certificate of serv-
ice.

[USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 11213, Mar. 16, 2009]

§163.05 Tows of seagoing barges with-
in inland waters.

(a) The tows of seagoing barges when
navigating the inland waters of the
United States shall be limited in
length to five vessels, including the
towing vessel or vessels.

[CGFR 60-61, 25 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960. Redes-
ignated by CGD 81-017, 46 FR 28154, May 26,
1981]

§163.20 Bunching of tows.

(a) In all cases where tows can be
bunched, it should be done.

(b) Tows navigating in the North and
East Rivers of New York must be
bunched above a line drawn between
Robbins Reef Light and Owls Head,
Brooklyn, but the quarantine anchor-
age and the north entrance to Ambrose
Channel shall be avoided in the process
of bunching tows.

(c) Tows must be bunched above the
mouth of the Schuylkill River, Pa.

[CGFR 60-61, 25 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960, as
amended by CGFR 64-21, 29 FR 5733, Apr. 30,
1964. Redesignated by CGD 81-017, 46 FR
28154, May 26, 1981]
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