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(4) A sufficient number of infrared 
cameras shall be maintained in good 
working order at all times with a clear 
unobstructed view of the channel under 
the bridge, and the up and down stream 
approaches to the bridge. A signal horn 
and message boards located both up 
and down stream, necessary to warn 
marine traffic that the bridge will be 
closing, shall also be maintained in 
good working order at all times. In the 
event that any of the cameras, naviga-
tion lights, horn, or message board be-
come disabled, personnel shall be de-
ployed to the bridge to be on scene 
within two hours from the known time 
of the equipment failure. 

(5) The draw may operate remotely 
as follows: Once it is determined that 
the draw must be opened or closed, the 
train dispatcher shall observe the wa-
terway both up and down stream via 
the infrared cameras to verify that the 
channel is clear of all approaching ves-
sel traffic. All approaching vessel traf-
fic shall be allowed to pass before the 
bridge may be closed. Once it is deter-
mined that no vessel traffic is ap-
proaching the dispatcher shall sound 
the warning horn and activate the up 
and down stream message boards indi-
cating that the bridge will be closing. 
After at least a one minute delay the 
draw may then be closed and the swing 
span navigation lights shall display as 
red to indicate the bridge is in the 
closed position. Once the train clears 
the bridge the draw shall be returned 
to the full open position and the swing 
span lights shall display as green to in-
dicate the draw is in the full open posi-
tion. 

(6) In the event that the dispatcher 
cannot verify that the channel is clear 
of all vessel traffic and the bridge can-
not be safely closed, an on-scene train 
crewmember shall observe the water-
way for any vessel traffic and then 
communicate with the train dispatch 
office either by radio or telephone to 
request the bridge be safely closed. 
Personnel shall then be deployed to the 
bridge to arrive within two hours to in-
spect and repair the bridge remote op-
eration equipment. 

(7) The bridge shall be operated 
manually from the tender’s house lo-
cated at the bridge until all necessary 

repairs are completed to the remote 
operation equipment. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD3 83–059, 49 FR 44208, Nov. 5, 
1984; CGD01–98–032, 64 FR 28103, May 25, 1999; 
USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70312, Dec. 4, 2006; 
USCG–2012–0918, 78 FR 14446, Mar. 6, 2013] 

VIRGINIA 

§ 117.995 Appomattox River. 
The draw of the Seaboard System 

Railroad bridge, mile 2.5 at Hopewell, 
shall open on signal if at least 24 hours 
notice is given to the Seaboard System 
Agent at Hopewell. However, a 
drawtender shall be in constant attend-
ance and the draw shall open on signal 
upon 30 days notice, in writing, to do so 
from the District Commander. 

§ 117.997 Atlantic Intracoastal Water-
way, South Branch of the Elizabeth 
River to the Albermarle and Chesa-
peake Canal. 

(a) The draw of the Belt Line Rail-
road Bridge, mile 2.6, in Portsmouth 
and Chesapeake will operate as follows: 

(1) The bridge will be left in the open 
position at all times and will only be 
lowered for the passage of trains and to 
perform periodic maintenance author-
ized in accordance with subpart A of 
this part. 

(2) The bridge will be operated by the 
controller at the Berkley Yard office. 

(3) The controller will monitor water-
way traffic in the area of the bridge 
and directly beneath the bridge with 
closed circuit cameras mounted on top 
of the bridge and with surface naviga-
tional radar. 

(4) When the bridge closes for any 
reason, the controller will announce 30 
minutes in advance, 15 minutes in ad-
vance, and immediately proceeding the 
actual lowering, over marine channel 
13, that the Belt Line Railroad Bridge 
is closing for river traffic. In each of 
these three announcements, the bridge/ 
train controller will request all con-
cerned river traffic to please acknowl-
edge on marine channel 13. 

(5) The bridge shall only be operated 
from the remote site if closed circuit 
visual and radar information shows 
there are no vessels in the area and no 
opposing radio communications have 
been received. 
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(6) While the Belt Line Bridge is 
moving from the full open position to 
the full closed position, the bridge/ 
train controller will maintain constant 
surveillance of the navigational chan-
nel to ensure no conflict with maritime 
traffic exists. In the event of failure of 
a camera or the radar system, or loss 
of marine-radio communications, the 
bridge shall not be operated by the off- 
site bridge/train controller from the re-
mote location. 

(7) If the off-site bridge/train control-
ler’s visibility of the navigational 
channel is less than 3⁄4 of a mile, the 
bridge shall not be operated from the 
remote location. 

(8) When the draw cannot be operated 
from the remote site, a bridgetender 
must be called to operate the bridge in 
the traditional on-site manner. 

(9) The Belt Line mid-channel lights 
will change from green to red anytime 
the bridge is not in the full open posi-
tion. 

(10) During the downward and upward 
span movement, a warning alarm will 
sound until the bridge is seated and 
locked down or in the full open posi-
tion. 

(11) When the bridge has returned to 
its full up position, the mid-channel 
light will turn from red to green, and 
the controller will announce over ma-
rine radio channel 13, ‘‘Security, secu-
rity, security, the Belt Line bridge is 
open for river traffic.’’ Operational in-
formation will be provided 24 hours a 
day on marine channel 13 and via tele-
phone 757–271–1741 or 757–633–2241. 

(b) The draw of the Norfolk and West-
ern railroad bridge across the South 
Branch of the Elizabeth River, mile 3.6 
at Portsmouth-Chesapeake, shall be 
maintained in the open position; except 
the draw may close for the crossing of 
trains and maintenance of the bridge. 
When the draw is closed, a drawtender 
shall be present and the draw shall 
open on signal. 

(c) The draw of the Gilmerton (US13/ 
460) bridge, mile 5.8, in Chesapeake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 

through Friday, except Federal holi-
days: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(d)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs, and tugs 
with tows, unless 2 hours advance no-
tice has been given to the Gilmerton 
Bridge at757–485–5567. 

(3) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

(d) The draw of the Norfolk Southern 
#7 Railroad Bridge, mile 5.8 in Chesa-
peake, shall operate as follows: 

(1) The draw shall be remotely con-
trolled by the operator at the Norfolk 
Southern #5 Railroad Bridge office over 
the Eastern Branch of the Elizabeth 
River, at mile 1.1, in Norfolk. 

(2) The draw shall be left in the open 
position to vessels and will only be 
closed for the passage of trains and to 
perform periodic maintenance author-
ized in accordance with subpart A of 
this part. 

(3) Trains shall be controlled so that 
any delay in opening of the draw shall 
not exceed ten minutes except as pro-
vided in § 117.31(b). 

(4) Before the bridge closes for any 
reason, the off-site remote operator 
will monitor waterway traffic in the 
area with closed circuit cameras and 
motion sensors mounted on the bridge. 
The bridge will only be closed if the 
off-site remote operator’s visual in-
spection shows that the channel is 
clear and there are no vessels 
transiting in the area. 

(5) While the bridge is moving from 
the full open position to the full closed 
position, the off-site remote operator 
will maintain constant surveillance of 
the navigation channel to ensure that 
no conflict with maritime traffic ex-
ists. In the event of failure or obstruc-
tion, the off-site remote operator will 
stop and return the bridge to the full 
open position to vessels. In the event of 
a failure or obstruction, a bridge ten-
der must be called by the off-site re-
mote operator and must be on-site 
within 30 minutes of the call to operate 
the bridge. 

(6) During closing of the span, the 
channel traffic lights will change from 
flashing green to flashing red, the horn 
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will sound twice, and an audio voice 
warning device will announce bridge 
movement, then two repeat blasts of 
the horn will sound until the bridge is 
seated and locked down. When the 
bridge is seated and locked down to 
vessels, the channel traffic lights will 
flash red. 

(7) During the open span movement, 
the channel traffic lights will flash red, 
the horn will sound twice, followed by 
a pause, and then five repeat blasts of 
the horn will sound until the bridge is 
in the full open position to vessels. In 
the full open position to vessels, the 
bridge channel traffic lights will turn 
from flashing red to flashing green 
then an audio warning device will an-
nounce bridge movement by stating 
‘‘Security, security, security, the Nor-
folk Southern #7 Railroad Bridge at 
mile 5.8 is open for river traffic’’. 

(8) Operational information will be 
provided 24 hours a day on marine 
channel 13 and via telephone (757) 924– 
5320. 

(e) The draw of the I64 bridge across 
the South Branch of the Elizabeth 
River, mile 7.1 at Chesapeake, shall 
open on signal if at least 24 hours no-
tice is given. 

(f) The draw of the Dominion Boule-
vard (US 17) bridge, mile 8.8 in Chesa-
peake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
need not open for the passage of rec-
reational vessels, and need open for 
commercial cargo vessels not carrying 
hazardous materials, including tugs 
and tugs with tows, only when notice 
has been given at least 2 hours in ad-
vance to the Dominion Boulevard 
Bridge at (757) 547–0521. 

(3) From 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. and from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday to Friday, and 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and Federal holidays, the 
draw need only be opened every hour 
on the hour, except the draw shall open 
on signal for commercial vessels that 
qualify under paragraphs (g)(1) or (g)(2) 
of this section. 

(4) If any vessel is approaching the 
bridge and cannot reach the draw ex-

actly on the hour, the drawtender may 
delay the opening up to ten minutes 
past the hour for the passage of the ap-
proaching vessel and any other vessels 
that are waiting to pass. 

(5) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

(g) The draw of the S168 bridge, mile 
12 at Chesapeake (Great Bridge), shall 
open on signal; except that, from 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., the draw need be opened only 
on the hour. If any vessel is approach-
ing the bridge and cannot reach the 
draw exactly on the hour, the 
drawtender may delay the hourly open-
ing up to 10 minutes past the hour for 
the passage of the approaching vessel 
and any other vessels that are waiting 
to pass. Vessels in an emergency condi-
tion which presents danger to life or 
property shall be passed at any time. 

(h) The draw of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Railroad bridge, mile 13.9, 
in Chesapeake, Virginia, shall be main-
tained in the open position; the draw 
may close only for the crossing of 
trains and maintenance of the bridge. 
When the draw is closed, a bridgetender 
shall be present to reopen the draw 
after the train has cleared the bridge. 

(i) The draw of the Centerville Turn-
pike (SR170) bridge across the Albe-
marle and Chesapeake Canal, mile 15.2, 
at Chesapeake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(i)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs, and tugs 
with tows, unless 2 hours advance no-
tice has been given to the Centerville 
Turnpike bridge at (757) 547–3632. 

(3) From 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days, the draw need only be opened on 
the hour and half hour. 

(4) If any vessel is approaching the 
bridge and cannot reach the draw ex-
actly on the hour or half hour, the 
drawtender may delay the opening ten 
minutes past the hour or half hour for 
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the passage of the approaching vessel 
and any other vessels that are waiting 
to pass. 

(5) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 117.997, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 117.999 Blackwater River. 
The draw of the S189 bridge, mile 9.2 

at South Quay, need not be opened for 
the passage of vessels. 

[USCG–2011–0943, 77 FR 20718, Apr. 6, 2012] 

§ 117.1001 Cat Point Creek. 
The draw of the S634 bridge, mile 0.3 

at Naylors, need not be opened for the 
passage of vessels. 

§ 117.1003 Chickahominy River. 
The draw of the highway bridge, mile 

1.5 at Barrets Ferry, shall open on sig-
nal; except that, from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m., 
the draw shall open on signal if at least 
12 hours notice is given. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984; 49 FR 
37382, Sept. 24, 1984] 

§ 117.1005 Chincoteague Channel. 
The draw of the SR 175 Bridge, mile 

3.5, at Chincoteague shall open on de-
mand; except from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
the last consecutive Wednesday and 
Thursday in July, the draw need not be 
opened. 

[USCG–2014–0483, 81 FR 21268, Apr. 11, 2016] 

§ 117.1007 Elizabeth River—Eastern 
Branch. 

(a) The draw of the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Bridge (NS #V2.8), mile 2.7 at 
Norfolk, shall operate as follows: 

(1) The draw shall remain in the open 
position for navigation. The draw shall 
only be closed for train crossings or 
periodic maintenance authorized in ac-
cordance with subpart A of this part. 

(2) The bridge shall be operated by 
the controller at the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Bridge (NS #5), mile 1.1, over 
the Eastern Branch of the Elizabeth 
River in Norfolk, VA. The controller 
shall monitor vessel traffic with closed 

circuit cameras and infrared sensors 
covering the swing radius. Operational 
information will be provided 24 hours a 
day on marine channel 13 and via tele-
phone (757) 446–5320. 

(3) The bridge shall not be operated 
from the remote location in the fol-
lowing events: Failure or obstruction 
of the infrared sensors, closed-circuit 
cameras or marine-radio communica-
tions, or anytime controller’s visibility 
is inhibited. In these situations, a 
bridge tender with Norfolk Southern 
must be called to operate the bridge 
on-site. 

(4) Before the bridge closes for any 
reason, the remote operator will mon-
itor waterway traffic in the area. The 
bridge shall only be closed if the off- 
site remote operator’s visual inspec-
tion shows that the channel is clear 
and there are no vessels transiting in 
the area. While the bridge is moving, 
the operator shall maintain constant 
surveillance of the navigation channel. 

(5) Before closing the draw, the chan-
nel traffic lights will change from 
flashing green to flashing red, the horn 
will sound five short blasts, and an 
audio voice warning stating, ‘‘Atten-
tion, Attention. Norfolk Southern’s 
Railroad Bridge over the Eastern 
Branch of the Elizabeth River at mile-
post 2.7 will be closing to river traffic.’’ 
Five short blasts of the horn will con-
tinue until the bridge is seated and 
locked down to vessels, the channel 
traffic lights will continue to flash red. 

(6) When the rail traffic has cleared, 
the horn will sound one prolonged blast 
followed by one short blast to indicate 
that the draw is opening to vessel traf-
fic. During the opening swing move-
ment, the channel traffic lights will 
flash red until the bridge returns to the 
fully open position. In the full open po-
sition to vessels, the bridge channel 
lights will flash green followed by an 
announcement stating, ‘‘Security, se-
curity, security. Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Bridge at mile 2.7 is open for 
river traffic.’’ Vessels shall stay clear 
of both channels as to not interfere 
with infrared detectors, until green 
lights are displayed on the swing span. 

(b) The draw of the Berkley Bridge, 
mile 0.4 in Norfolk: 

(1) Shall remain closed one hour prior 
to the published start of a scheduled 
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