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§117.115

open at the direction of the District
Commander.

[USCG-2018-0956, 84 FR 65677, Nov. 29, 2019]

§117.115 Three Mile Creek.

(a) The draw of the US43 bridge, mile
1.0 at Mobile, need not be opened from
7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. daily. At all other times, the
draw shall open on signal if at least 12
hours notice is given.

(b) The draw of the Norfolk Southern
railroad bridge, mile 1.1 at Mobile,
shall open on signal if at least five days
notice is given.

§117.118 Tombigbee River.

(a) The draw of the Meridian and
Bigbee Railroad (MNBR) vertical lift
span bridge across the Tombighbee
River, mile 128.6 (Black Warrior
Tombighee (BWT) Waterway mile
173.6), at Naheola, shall operate as fol-
lows:

(1) The draw shall be maintained in
the fully open-to-navigation position
for vessels at all times, except during
periods when it is closed for the pas-
sage of rail traffic.

(2) When a train approaches the
bridge, it will stop and a crewmember
from the train will observe the water-
way for approaching vessels. If vessels
are observed approaching the bridge,
they will be allowed to pass prior to
lowering the bridge. The crewmember
will then announce via radiotelephone
on VHF-FM channel 16 that the bridge
is preparing to be lowered. If, after two
minutes, no response has been received,
the crewmember will initiate the low-
ering sequence.

(3) After the train has completely
passed over the bridge, the crew-
member will initiate the raising se-
quence. When the bridge is in the fully
open-to-navigation position, the crew-
member will announce via radio-
telephone on VHF-FM channel 16 that
the bridge is in the fully open-to-navi-
gation position.

(4) To request openings of the bridge
when the lift span is in the closed-to-
navigation position, mariners may con-
tact the MNBR via VHF-FM channel 16
or by telephone at 205-654-4364.

(b) The draw of the Norfolk Southern
Railroad (NSRR) Vertical Lift Bridge
across the Tombigbee River, mile 89.9,
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near Jackson, Washington and Clarke
Counties, Alabama shall be operated as
follows:

(1) The draw shall be kept in the
open-to-vessel position, except during
periods when it will close for the pas-
sage of rail traffic or to perform peri-
odic maintenance authorized in accord-
ance with subpart A of this part.

(2) When a train approaches the
bridge, the draw tender will initiate
the bridge closing warning signal, con-
sisting of radio calls via VHF-FM
channels 13 and 16 and activation of
flashing red warning lights at each end
of the span. The radio calls will be
broadcast at five (5) minutes prior to
bridge closing and at two (2) minutes
prior to bridge closing. At the end of
the two-minute warning period, if
there are no vessels passing beneath
the bridge or there have been no re-
quests to pass beneath the bridge then
the draw will automatically close.
Upon passage of the train, the draw
will return to the open-to-vessel posi-
tion. The warning lights will continue
to flash red until the draw is com-
pletely opened.

(3) The draw shall be remotely oper-
ated by the draw tender at Norfolk
Southern Railroad’s bridge control cen-
ter in Decatur, Alabama. Closed Cir-
cuit TVs, infrared detectors and an
Automatic Identification System have
been installed at the bridge. Vessels
can contact the NSRR draw tender via
VHF-FM channel 13 or by telephone at
the number displayed on the signs
posted at the bridge to request an
opening of the draw when the vertical
1lift span is in the closed-to-vessel posi-
tion.

(4) NSRR will immediately provide
an on-site bridge tender if:

(i) Any component of the remote op-
erations system fails and prevents the
remote operator from being able to vis-
ually identify vessels, communicate
with vessels, detect vessels imme-
diately underneath the bridge or vis-
ually identify trains approaching the
bridge.

(ii) Anytime NSRR cannot meet Fed-
eral Railway Administration (FRA) or
any other government agency safety
requirements.

(iii) Anytime that the NSRR proce-
dures or equipment to close or open the
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bridge listed in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section fail.

(iv) When weather reaches a point
where the remote draw tender cannot
visually identify a vessel from the re-
mote location.

(v) At the direction of the District
Commander.

[USCG-2017-0108, 85 FR 33553, June 2, 2020]
ARKANSAS

§117.121 Arkansas River.

The draw of the Missouri Pacific
Railroad bridge, mile 23.1 near
Yancopin, shall open on signal if at
least 96 hours notice is given.

§117.123 Arkansas Waterway.

(a) Across the Arkansas Waterway,
the draw of the Rob Roy Drawbridge,
mile 67.4, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas is
maintained in the closed to navigation
position and is remotely operated. Any
vessel which requires an opening of the
draw of this bridge shall establish con-
tact by radiotelephone with the remote
drawbridge operator on VHF-FM Chan-
nel 12 in Omaha, Nebraska. To estab-
lish contact, the vessel shall key the
VHF-FM radio microphone four times
in five seconds and listen for an ac-
knowledgement tone. The remote
drawbridge operator will then establish
normal verbal radio communication on
VHF-FM Channel 12 and advise the
vessel whether the requested span can
be immediately opened and will main-
tain constant radio contact with the
vessel until the requested span has
opened and vessel passage has been
completed. The bridge is equipped with
a Photoelectric Boat Detection System
to prevent the span from lowering if
there is an obstruction under the span.
If the drawbridge cannot be opened im-
mediately, the remote drawbridge op-
erator will notify the calling vessel and
provide an estimated time for a
drawspan opening.

(b) Across the Arkansas Waterway,
the draw of the Baring Cross Railroad
Drawbridge, mile 119.6 at Little Rock,
Arkansas, is maintained in the closed
position and is remotely operated. Use
the following procedures to request an
opening of this bridge when necessary
for transit:

§117.123

(1) Normal flow procedures. Any vessel
which requires an opening of the draw
of this bridge shall establish contact by
radiotelephone with the remote draw-
bridge operator on VHF-FM Channel 13
in Omaha, Nebraska. To establish con-
tact, the vessel shall key the VHF-FM
radio microphone four times in five
seconds and listen for an acknowledge-
ment tone. The remote drawbridge op-
erator will then establish normal
verbal radio communication on VHF-
FM Channel 13 and advise the vessel
whether the requested span can be im-
mediately opened and will maintain
constant radio contact with the vessel
until the requested span has opened
and vessel passage has been completed.
The bridge is equipped with a Photo-
electric Boat Detection System to pre-
vent the span from lowering if there is
an obstruction under the span. If the
drawbridge cannot be opened imme-
diately, the remote drawbridge oper-
ator will notify the calling vessel and
provide an estimated time for a
drawspan opening.

(2) High wvelocity flow procedures. The
area from mile 118.2 to mile 125.4 is a
regulated navigation area as described
in §165.817. During periods of high ve-
locity flow rate of 70,000 cubic feet per
second or greater at the Murray Lock
and Dam, mile 125.4, downbound vessels
which require that the draw of this
bridge be opened for unimpeded pas-
sage shall contact the remote draw-
bridge operator as described in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section either before
departing Murray Lock and Dam or be-
fore departing the mooring cells at
mile 121.5 to ensure that the drawspan
is opened well in advance of arrival at
the bridge. The remote drawbridge op-
erator shall immediately respond to
the vessel’s contact, ensure the
drawspan is open for passage, and en-
sure that it remains in the open to
navigation position until the
downbound vessel has safely passed
through. If it cannot be opened imme-
diately for unimpeded passage in ac-
cordance with §165.817, the remote
drawbridge operator will notify the
downbound vessel and provide an esti-
mated time for a drawspan opening.
Upbound vessels shall request openings
in accordance with the normal flow
procedures as set forth in paragraph
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