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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 197.6 

Records and Declassification Division 
(WHS/RDD) will be responsible for en-
suring that the contractor safeguards 
the documents and the information is 
only used for the project for which it 
was requested per section 4.1 of Execu-
tive Order 13526, ‘‘Classified National 
Security Information,’’ December 29, 
2009. 

(i) All DoD-employed requesters, to 
include DoD contractors, must have 
critical nuclear weapons design infor-
mation (CNWDI) to access CNWDI in-
formation. All other non DoD and non- 
Executive Branch personnel must have 
a Department of Energy-issued ‘‘Q’’ 
clearance to access CNWDI informa-
tion in accordance with DoD Manual 
5220.22, ‘‘National Industrial Security 
Program Operating Manual 
(NISPOM),’’ February 28, 2006, as 
amended. 

(j) The removal of federal records and 
information from OSD custody is not 
authorized; this includes copies and 
email according to 36 CFR 1230.10. Cop-
ies of records and information that are 
national security classified will remain 
under the control of the agency. 

(k) Access for FPAs is limited to 
records they originated, reviewed, 
signed, or received while serving as 
Presidential appointees, unless there is 
another basis for providing access in 
accordance with Vol 3 of DoD Manual 
5200.01, ‘‘DoD Information Security 
Program,’’ February 24, 2012, as amend-
ed. 

(l) Authorization is required from all 
agencies whose classified information 
is, or is expected to be, in the requested 
files prior to granting approval for ac-
cess. Separate authorizations for ac-
cess to records and information main-
tained in OSD Component office files 
or at the federal records centers will 
not be required in accordance with Vol 
3 of DoD Manual 5200.01, ‘‘DoD Informa-
tion Security Program,’’ February 24, 
2012, as amended. 

§ 197.5 Responsibilities. 
(a) The Director of Administration 

(DA), Office of the Deputy Chief Man-
agement Officer (ODCMO), or designee 
is the approval authority for access to 
DoD information in OSD Component 
files and in files at the National Ar-
chives, Presidential libraries, and other 

similar institutions in accordance with 
DoD Directive 5110.4 and DoD Manual 
5230.30. 

(b) OSD Records Administrator. Under 
the authority, direction, and control of 
the DA, ODCMO, the OSD Records Ad-
ministrator: 

(1) Exercises approval authority for 
research access to OSD and WHS Serv-
iced Components records, information, 
and the Historical Research Program. 

(2) Maintains records necessary to 
process and monitor each case. 

(3) Obtains all required authoriza-
tions. 

(4) Obtains, when warranted, the 
legal opinion of the General Counsel of 
the Department of Defense regarding 
the requested access. 

(5) Coordinates, with the originator, 
on the public release review on docu-
ments selected by the researchers for 
use in unclassified projects in accord-
ance with DoD Directive 5230.09 and 
DoD Instruction 5230.29, ‘‘Security and 
Policy Review of DoD Information for 
Public Release’’ (available at http:// 
www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/ 
523029p.pdf). 

(6) Coordinates requests with the 
OSD Historian. 

(7) Provides prospective researchers 
the procedures necessary for requesting 
access to OSD Component files. 

(c) The WHS-serviced Components 
heads, when requested: 

(1) Determine whether access is for a 
lawful and authorized government pur-
pose or in the interest of national secu-
rity. 

(2) Determine whether the specific 
records requested are within the scope 
of the proposed historical research. 

(3) Determine the location of the re-
quested records. 

(4) Provide a point of contact to the 
OSD Records Administrator. 

§ 197.6 Procedures. 
(a) Procedures for historical researchers 

permanently assigned within the Execu-
tive Branch working on official projects. 
(1) In accordance with § 197.5, the WHS- 
serviced Components heads, when re-
quested, will: 

(i) Make a written determination 
that the requested access is essential 
to the accomplishment of a lawful and 
authorized U.S. Government purpose, 
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