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§151.4

U.S. Chief of Mission are not consid-
ered to be “DoD personnel” as defined
in this part.

Non-military DoD personnel. Nationals
and non-nationals of the United States
who are serving with or accompanying
the Armed Forces in an area outside
the United States and its territories
and possessions, the northern Mariana
Islands, and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico.

§151.4 Policy.

(a) The Department of Defense will,
for dependents of DoD personnel when
those dependents are in a foreign coun-
try accompanying DoD personnel who
are assigned duty to that foreign coun-
try:

(1) Maximize the exercise of U.S. ju-
risdiction to the extent permissible
under applicable status of forces agree-
ments or other forms of jurisdiction ar-
rangements.

(2) Protect, to the maximum extent
possible, the rights of dependents of
DoD personnel who may be subject to
criminal trial by foreign courts and im-
prisonment in foreign prisons.

(3) Secure, where possible, the release
of an accused to the custody of U.S. au-
thorities pending completion of all for-
eign judicial proceedings.

(b) [Reserved]

§151.5 Responsibilities.

(a) The Secretaries of the Military
Departments ensure the adequacy of
regulations in establishing an informa-
tion and education policy on the laws
and customs of the host country for de-
pendents of DoD personnel assigned to
foreign areas.

(b) For each country in their respec-
tive assigned area of responsibility
(AOR), the geographic Combatant Com-
manders:

(1) Oversee Command implementa-
tion of the procedures in this part.

(2) Oversee DCO responsibilities, as
described in paragraphs (c)(1) through
(4) of this section.

(¢) DCO responsibilities. The DCOs:

(1) Are responsible for formal invoca-
tion, where applicable, of the Senate
resolution procedure in each foreign
country where dependents of DoD per-
sonnel are present, consistent with the
U.S. Senate Resolution of Ratification,
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with reservations, to the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization Status of
Forces Agreement, as agreed to by the
Senate on July 15, 1953.

(2) In cooperation with the appro-
priate U.S. Chief of Mission and to the
maximum extent possible, ensure de-
pendents of DoD personnel receive the
same treatment, rights, and support as
Armed Forces members when in the
custody of foreign authorities, or when
confined (pre-trial and post-trial) in
foreign penal institutions. DCOs will
work with the appropriate U.S. Chief of
Mission to make appropriate diplo-
matic contacts for dependents of DoD
personnel who are not U.S. nationals.

(3) Report informally and imme-
diately to the General Counsel of the
Department of Defense, the applicable
geographic Combatant Commander,
and the General Counsel and the Judge
Advocate General of the respective
Military Department or, in the case of
the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC), to the
General Counsel of the Navy and the
Staff Judge Advocate to the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, or, in
the case of the Coast Guard, the Judge
Advocate General of the Coast Guard,
about important new cases or impor-
tant developments in pending cases.
Important cases include, but are not
limited to, instances of denial of the
procedural safeguards under any appli-
cable agreement; deficiency in the
treatment or conditions of confinement
in foreign penal institutions; or arbi-
trary denial of permission to visit de-
pendents of DoD personnel.

(4) Take additional steps that may be
authorized under relevant inter-
national agreements with the receiving
State to implement the policy of this
part.

§151.6 Procedures.

(a) Request to foreign authorities not to
exercise their criminal and civil jurisdic-
tion over dependents. The procedures in
this section will be followed when it
appears that foreign authorities may
exercise criminal jurisdiction over de-
pendents of DoD personnel:

(1) When the DCO determines, after a
careful consideration of all the cir-
cumstances, including consultation
with the Department of Justice where
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