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adequately served by the agency’s ac-
ceptance of the sum to be agreed upon. 

§ 902.4 Joint and several liability. 

(a) When two or more debtors are 
jointly and severally liable, agencies 
should pursue collection activity 
against all debtors, as appropriate. 
Agencies should not attempt to allo-
cate the burden of payment between 
the debtors but should proceed to liq-
uidate the indebtedness as quickly as 
possible. 

(b) Agencies should ensure that a 
compromise agreement with one debtor 
does not release the agency’s claim 
against the remaining debtors. The 
amount of a compromise with one debt-
or shall not be considered a precedent 
or binding in determining the amount 
that will be required from other debt-
ors jointly and severally liable on the 
claim. 

§ 902.5 Further review of compromise 
offers. 

If an agency is uncertain whether to 
accept a firm, written, substantive 
compromise offer on a debt that is 
within the agency’s delegated com-
promise authority, it may refer the 
offer to the Civil Division or other ap-
propriate litigating division in the De-
partment of Justice, using a CCLR ac-
companied by supporting data and par-
ticulars concerning the debt. The De-
partment of Justice may act upon such 
an offer or return it to the agency with 
instructions or advice. 

§ 902.6 Consideration of tax con-
sequences to the Government. 

In negotiating a compromise, agen-
cies should consider the tax con-
sequences to the Government. In par-
ticular, agencies should consider re-
quiring a waiver of tax-loss-carry-for-
ward and tax-loss-carry-back rights of 
the debtor. For information on dis-
charge of indebtedness reporting re-
quirements see § 903.5 of this chapter. 

§ 902.7 Mutual releases of the debtor 
and the Government. 

In all appropriate instances, a com-
promise that is accepted by an agency 
should be implemented by means of a 
mutual release, in which the debtor is 
released from further non-tax liability 

on the compromised debt in consider-
ation of payment in full of the com-
promise amount and the Government 
and its officials, past and present, are 
released and discharged from any and 
all claims and causes of action arising 
from the same transaction that the 
debtor may have. In the event a mu-
tual release is not executed when a 
debt is compromised, unless prohibited 
by law, the debtor is still deemed to 
have waived any and all claims and 
causes of action against the Govern-
ment and its officials related to the 
transaction giving rise to the com-
promised debt. 

PART 903—STANDARDS FOR SUS-
PENDING OR TERMINATING COL-
LECTION ACTIVITY 

Sec. 
903.1 Scope and application. 
903.2 Suspension of collection activity. 
903.3 Termination of collection activity. 
903.4 Exception to termination. 
903.5 Discharge of indebtedness; reporting 

requirements. 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 3711. 

SOURCE: 65 FR 70403, Nov. 22, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 903.1 Scope and application. 

(a) The standards set forth in this 
part apply to the suspension or termi-
nation of collection activity pursuant 
to 31 U.S.C. 3711 on debts that do not 
exceed $100,000, or such other amount 
as the Attorney General may direct, 
exclusive of interest, penalties, and ad-
ministrative costs, after deducting the 
amount of partial payments or collec-
tions, if any. Prior to referring a debt 
to the Department of Justice for litiga-
tion, agencies may suspend or termi-
nate collection under this part with re-
spect to debts arising out of activities 
of, or referred or transferred for collec-
tion services to, that agency. 

(b) If, after deducting the amount of 
any partial payments or collections, 
the principal amount of a debt exceeds 
$100,000, or such other amount as the 
Attorney General may direct, exclusive 
of interest, penalties, and administra-
tive costs, the authority to suspend or 
terminate rests solely with the Depart-
ment of Justice. If the agency believes 
that suspension or termination of any 
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