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interest that comes within the posses-
sion or control of a U.S. financial insti-
tution must be blocked in an account 
on the books of that financial institu-
tion. A transfer of funds or credit by a 
U.S. financial institution between 
blocked accounts in its branches or of-
fices is authorized, provided that no 
transfer is made from an account with-
in the United States to an account held 
outside the United States, and further 
provided that a transfer from a blocked 
account may be made only to another 
blocked account held in the same 
name. 

NOTE 1 TO § 551.504. See § 501.603 of this chap-
ter for mandatory reporting requirements re-
garding financial transfers. See also § 551.203 
concerning the obligation to hold blocked 
funds in interest-bearing accounts. 

§ 551.505 Entries in certain accounts 
for normal service charges. 

(a) A U.S. financial institution is au-
thorized to debit any blocked account 
held at that financial institution in 
payment or reimbursement for normal 
service charges owed it by the owner of 
that blocked account. 

(b) As used in this section, the term 
normal service charges shall include 
charges in payment or reimbursement 
for interest due; cable, telegraph, inter-
net, or telephone charges; postage 
costs; custody fees; small adjustment 
charges to correct bookkeeping errors; 
and, but not by way of limitation, min-
imum balance charges, notary and pro-
test fees, and charges for reference 
books, photocopies, credit reports, 
transcripts of statements, registered 
mail, insurance, stationery and sup-
plies, and other similar items. 

§ 551.506 Investment and reinvestment 
of certain funds. 

Subject to the requirements of 
§ 551.203, U.S. financial institutions are 
authorized to invest and reinvest as-
sets blocked pursuant to § 551.201, sub-
ject to the following conditions: 

(a) The assets representing such in-
vestments and reinvestments are cred-
ited to a blocked account or sub-
account that is held in the same name 
at the same U.S. financial institution, 
or within the possession or control of a 
U.S. person, but funds shall not be 

transferred outside the United States 
for this purpose; 

(b) The proceeds of such investments 
and reinvestments shall not be credited 
to a blocked account or subaccount 
under any name or designation that 
differs from the name or designation of 
the specific blocked account or sub-
account in which such funds or securi-
ties were held; and 

(c) No immediate financial or eco-
nomic benefit accrues (e.g., through 
pledging or other use) to a person 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to § 551.201. 

§ 551.507 Provision of certain legal 
services. 

(a) The provision of the following 
legal services to or on behalf of persons 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to § 551.201 is 
authorized, provided that any receipt 
of payment of professional fees and re-
imbursement of incurred expenses 
must be authorized pursuant to 
§ 551.508, which authorizes certain pay-
ments for legal services from funds 
originating outside the United States; 
via specific license; or otherwise pursu-
ant to this part: 

(1) Provision of legal advice and 
counseling on the requirements of and 
compliance with the laws of the United 
States or any jurisdiction within the 
United States, provided that such ad-
vice and counseling are not provided to 
facilitate transactions in violation of 
this part; 

(2) Representation of persons named 
as defendants in or otherwise made 
parties to legal, arbitration, or admin-
istrative proceedings before any U.S. 
federal, state, or local court or agency; 

(3) Initiation and conduct of legal, ar-
bitration, or administrative pro-
ceedings before any U.S. federal, state, 
or local court or agency; 

(4) Representation of persons before 
any U.S. federal, state, or local court 
or agency with respect to the imposi-
tion, administration, or enforcement of 
U.S. sanctions against such persons; 
and 

(5) Provision of legal services in any 
other context in which prevailing U.S. 
law requires access to legal counsel at 
public expense. 
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(b) The provision of any other legal 
services to or on behalf of persons 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to § 551.201 
not otherwise authorized in this part, 
requires the issuance of a specific li-
cense. 

(c) U.S. persons do not need to obtain 
specific authorization to provide re-
lated services, such as making filings 
and providing other administrative 
services, that are ordinarily incident to 
the provision of services authorized by 
paragraph (a) of this section. Addition-
ally, U.S. persons who provide services 
authorized by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion do not need to obtain specific au-
thorization to contract for related 
services that are ordinarily incident to 
the provision of those legal services, 
such as those provided by private in-
vestigators or expert witnesses, or to 
pay for such services. See § 551.404. 

(d) Entry into a settlement agree-
ment or the enforcement of any lien, 
judgment, arbitral award, decree, or 
other order through execution, gar-
nishment, or other judicial process pur-
porting to transfer or otherwise alter 
or affect property or interests in prop-
erty blocked pursuant to § 551.201 is 
prohibited unless licensed pursuant to 
this part. 

NOTE 1 TO § 551.507. Pursuant to part 501, 
subpart E, of this chapter, U.S. persons seek-
ing administrative reconsideration or judi-
cial review of their designation or the block-
ing of their property and interests in prop-
erty may apply for a specific license from 
OFAC to authorize the release of certain 
blocked funds for the payment of profes-
sional fees and reimbursement of incurred 
expenses for the provision of such legal serv-
ices where alternative funding sources are 
not available. 

§ 551.508 Payments for legal services 
from funds originating outside the 
United States. 

(a) Professional fees and incurred ex-
penses. (1) Receipt of payment of pro-
fessional fees and reimbursement of in-
curred expenses for the provision of 
legal services authorized pursuant to 
§ 551.507(a) to or on behalf of any person 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to § 551.201 is 
authorized from funds originating out-
side the United States, provided that 
the funds do not originate from: 

(i) A source within the United States; 
(ii) Any source, wherever located, 

within the possession or control of a 
U.S. person; or 

(iii) Any individual or entity, other 
than the person on whose behalf the 
legal services authorized pursuant to 
§ 551.507(a) are to be provided, whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to any part of this 
chapter or any Executive order or stat-
ute. 

(2) Nothing in paragraph (a) of this 
section authorizes payments for legal 
services using funds in which any other 
person whose property and interests in 
property are blocked pursuant to 
§ 551.201, any other part of this chapter, 
or any Executive order or statute has 
an interest. 

(b) Records. Consistent with §§ 501.601 
and 501.602 of this chapter, U.S. persons 
who receive payments pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section must re-
tain for ten years from the date of the 
relevant payment, and furnish to OFAC 
on demand, a record that specifies the 
following for each payment: 

(1) The individual or entity from 
whom the funds originated and the 
amount of funds received; and 

(2) If applicable: 
(i) The names of any individuals or 

entities providing related services to 
the U.S. person receiving payment in 
connection with authorized legal serv-
ices, such as private investigators or 
expert witnesses; 

(ii) A general description of the serv-
ices provided; and 

(iii) The amount of funds paid in con-
nection with such services. 

[86 FR 22348, Apr. 28, 2021, as amended at 89 
FR 103644, Dec. 19, 2024] 

§ 551.509 Emergency medical services. 
The provision and receipt of non-

scheduled emergency medical services 
that are prohibited by this part are au-
thorized. 

§ 551.510 Official business of the 
United States Government. 

All transactions prohibited by this 
part that are for the conduct of the of-
ficial business of the United States 
Government by employees, grantees, or 
contractors thereof are authorized. 
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