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(5) Safe harbor from certain liability— 
(i) In general. A financial institution or 
association of financial institutions 
that shares information pursuant to 
paragraph (b) of this section shall be 
protected from liability for such shar-
ing, or for any failure to provide notice 
of such sharing, to an individual, enti-
ty, or organization that is identified in 
such sharing, to the full extent pro-
vided in subsection 314(b) of Public Law 
107–56. 

(ii) Limitation. Paragraph (b)(5)(i) of 
this section shall not apply to a finan-
cial institution or association of finan-
cial institutions to the extent such in-
stitution or association fails to comply 
with paragraphs (b)(2), (b)(3), or (b)(4) 
of this section. 

(c) Information sharing between finan-
cial institutions and the Federal Govern-
ment. If, as a result of information 
shared pursuant to this section, a fi-
nancial institution knows, suspects, or 
has reason to suspect that an indi-
vidual, entity, or organization is in-
volved in, or may be involved in ter-
rorist activity or money laundering, 
and such institution is subject to a sus-
picious activity reporting requirement 
under this chapter or other applicable 
regulations, the institution shall file a 
Suspicious Activity Report in accord-
ance with those regulations. In situa-
tions involving violations requiring 
immediate attention, such as when a 
reportable violation involves terrorist 
activity or is ongoing, the financial in-
stitution shall immediately notify, by 
telephone, an appropriate law enforce-
ment authority and financial institu-
tion supervisory authorities in addi-
tion to filing timely a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report. A financial institution 
that is not subject to a suspicious ac-
tivity reporting requirement is not re-
quired to file a Suspicious Activity Re-
port or otherwise to notify law enforce-
ment of suspicious activity that is de-
tected as a result of information shared 
pursuant to this section. Such a finan-
cial institution is encouraged, however, 
to voluntarily report such activity to 
FinCEN. 

(d) No effect on financial institution re-
porting obligations. Nothing in this sub-
part affects the obligation of a finan-
cial institution to file a Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report pursuant to this chapter 

or any other applicable regulations, or 
to otherwise contact directly a Federal 
agency concerning individuals or enti-
ties suspected of engaging in terrorist 
activity or money laundering. 

Subpart F—Special Standards of 
Diligence; Prohibitions; and 
Special Measures 

§ 1010.600 General. 

Each financial institution (as defined 
in 31 U.S.C. 5312(a)(2) or (c)(1)) should 
refer to its Chapter X Part for any ad-
ditional special standards of diligence; 
prohibitions; and special measures re-
quirements. 

SPECIAL DUE DILIGENCE FOR COR-
RESPONDENT ACCOUNTS AND PRIVATE 
BANKING ACCOUNTS 

§ 1010.605 Definitions. 

Except as otherwise provided, the fol-
lowing definitions apply for purposes of 
§§ 1010.610 through 1010.630 and § 1010.670: 

(a) Beneficial owner of an account 
means an individual who has a level of 
control over, or entitlement to, the 
funds or assets in the account that, as 
a practical matter, enables the indi-
vidual, directly or indirectly, to con-
trol, manage or direct the account. The 
ability to fund the account or the enti-
tlement to the funds of the account 
alone, however, without any cor-
responding authority to control, man-
age or direct the account (such as in 
the case of a minor child beneficiary), 
does not cause the individual to be a 
beneficial owner. 

(b) Certification and recertification 
mean the certification and recertifi-
cation forms regarding correspondent 
accounts for foreign banks located on 
FinCEN’s Internet Web site, http:// 
www.fincen.gov. 

(c) Correspondent account. (1) The 
term correspondent account means: 

(i) For purposes of § 1010.610(a), (d) 
and (e), an account established for a 
foreign financial institution to receive 
deposits from, or to make payments or 
other disbursements on behalf of, the 
foreign financial institution, or to han-
dle other financial transactions related 
to such foreign financial institution; 
and 
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