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(iii) The controlling contractor must 
apprise the host employer of the infor-
mation exchanged with the entry enti-
ties pursuant to this subparagraph. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (h). Unless a host em-
ployer or controlling contractor has or will 
have employees in a confined space, it is not 
required to enter any confined space to col-
lect the information specified in this para-
graph (h). 

(i) If there is no controlling con-
tractor present at the worksite, the re-
quirements for, and role of, controlling 
contactors in this section must be ful-
filled by the host employer or other 
employer who arranges to have em-
ployees of another employer perform 
work that involves permit space entry. 

§ 1926.1204 Permit-required confined 
space program. 

Each entry employer must: 
(a) Implement the measures nec-

essary to prevent unauthorized entry; 
(b) Identify and evaluate the hazards 

of permit spaces before employees 
enter them; 

(c) Develop and implement the 
means, procedures, and practices nec-
essary for safe permit space entry oper-
ations, including, but not limited to, 
the following: 

(1) Specifying acceptable entry condi-
tions; 

(2) Providing each authorized entrant 
or that employee’s authorized rep-
resentative with the opportunity to ob-
serve any monitoring or testing of per-
mit spaces; 

(3) Isolating the permit space and 
physical hazard(s) within the space; 

(4) Purging, inerting, flushing, or 
ventilating the permit space as nec-
essary to eliminate or control atmos-
pheric hazards; 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(4). When an em-
ployer is unable to reduce the atmosphere 
below 10 percent LFL, the employer may 
only enter if the employer inerts the space 
so as to render the entire atmosphere in the 
space non-combustible, and the employees 
use PPE to address any other atmospheric 
hazards (such as oxygen deficiency), and the 
employer eliminates or isolates all physical 
hazards in the space. 

(5) Determining that, in the event 
the ventilation system stops working, 
the monitoring procedures will detect 
an increase in atmospheric hazard lev-

els in sufficient time for the entrants 
to safely exit the permit space; 

(6) Providing pedestrian, vehicle, or 
other barriers as necessary to protect 
entrants from external hazards; 

(7) Verifying that conditions in the 
permit space are acceptable for entry 
throughout the duration of an author-
ized entry, and ensuring that employ-
ees are not allowed to enter into, or re-
main in, a permit space with a haz-
ardous atmosphere unless the employer 
can demonstrate that personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) will provide ef-
fective protection for each employee in 
the permit space and provides the ap-
propriate PPE to each employee; and 

(8) Eliminating any conditions (for 
example, high pressure) that could 
make it unsafe to remove an entrance 
cover. 

(d) Provide the following equipment 
(specified in paragraphs (d)(1) through 
(9) of this section) at no cost to each 
employee, maintain that equipment 
properly, and ensure that each em-
ployee uses that equipment properly: 

(1) Testing and monitoring equip-
ment needed to comply with paragraph 
(e) of this section; 

(2) Ventilating equipment needed to 
obtain acceptable entry conditions; 

(3) Communications equipment nec-
essary for compliance with 
§§ 1926.1208(c) and 1926.1209(e), including 
any necessary electronic communica-
tion equipment for attendants assess-
ing entrants’ status in multiple spaces; 

(4) Personal protective equipment in-
sofar as feasible engineering and work- 
practice controls do not adequately 
protect employees; 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d)(4). The require-
ments of subpart E of this part and other 
PPE requirements continue to apply to the 
use of PPE in a permit space. For example, 
if employees use respirators, then the res-
pirator requirements in § 1926.103 (Res-
piratory protection) must be met. 

(5) Lighting equipment that meets 
the minimum illumination require-
ments in § 1926.56, that is approved for 
the ignitable or combustible properties 
of the specific gas, vapor, dust, or fiber 
that will be present, and that is suffi-
cient to enable employees to see well 
enough to work safely and to exit the 
space quickly in an emergency; 
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