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(e) Inmates may challenge the Bu-
reau’s decisions under this section
through the Bureau’s administrative
remedy program under 28 CFR part 542.

[85 FR 37336, June 22, 2020]

Subpart J—Communications
Management Housing Units

SOURCE: 80 FR 3177, Jan. 22, 2015, unless
otherwise noted.

§540.200 Purpose and scope.

(a) Purpose of this subpart. This sub-
part defines the Federal Bureau of
Prisons’ (Bureau) authority to operate,
and designate inmates to, Communica-
tions Management Housing Units
(CMUs) within Bureau facilities.

(b) CMU. A CMU is a general popu-
lation housing unit where inmates or-
dinarily reside, eat, and participate in
all educational, recreational, religious,
visiting, unit management, and work
programming, within the confines of
the CMU. Additionally, CMUs may con-
tain a range of cells dedicated to seg-
regated housing of inmates in adminis-
trative detention or disciplinary seg-
regation status.

(¢c) Purpose of CMUs. The purpose of
CMUs is to provide an inmate housing
unit environment that enables staff to
more effectively monitor communica-
tion between inmates in CMUs and per-
sons in the community. The ability to
monitor such communication is nec-
essary to ensure the safety, security,
and orderly operation of correctional
facilities, and protection of the public.
The volume, frequency, and methods,
of CMU inmate contact with persons in
the community may be limited as nec-
essary to achieve the goal of total
monitoring, consistent with this sub-
part.

(d) Application. Any inmate (as de-
fined in 28 CFR 500.1(c)) meeting cri-
teria prescribed by this subpart may be
designated to a CMU.

(e) Relationship to other regulations.
The regulations in this subpart super-
sede and control to the extent they
conflict with, are inconsistent with, or
impose greater limitations than the
regulations in this part, or any other
regulations in this chapter, except 28
CFR part 501.

§540.202

§540.201 Designation criteria.

Inmates may be designated to a CMU
if evidence of the following criteria ex-
ists:

(a) The inmate’s current offense(s) of
conviction, or offense conduct, in-
cluded association, communication, or
involvement, related to international
or domestic terrorism;

(b) The inmate’s current offense(s) of
conviction, offense conduct, or activity
while incarcerated, indicates a sub-
stantial likelihood that the inmate
will encourage, coordinate, facilitate,
or otherwise act in furtherance of ille-
gal activity through communication
with persons in the community;

(c) The inmate has attempted, or in-
dicates a substantial likelihood that
the inmate will contact victims of the
inmate’s current offense(s) of convic-
tion;

(d) The inmate committed prohibited
activity related to misuse or abuse of
approved communication methods
while incarcerated; or

(e) There is any other substantiated/
credible evidence of a potential threat
to the safe, secure, and orderly oper-
ation of prison facilities, or protection
of the public, as a result of the in-
mate’s communication with persons in
the community.

§540.202 Designation procedures.

Inmates may be designated to CMUs
only according to the following proce-
dures:

(a) Initial consideration. Initial consid-
eration of inmates for CMU designation
begins when the Bureau becomes aware
of information relevant to the criteria
described in §540.201.

(b) Assistant Director authority. The
Bureau’s Assistant Director, Correc-
tional Programs Division, has author-
ity to approve CMU designations. The
Assistant Director’s decision must be
based on a review of the evidence, and
a conclusion that the inmate’s designa-
tion to a CMU is necessary to ensure
the safety, security, and orderly oper-
ation of correctional facilities, or pro-
tection of the public.

(c) Written notice. Upon arrival at the
designated CMU, inmates will receive
written notice from the facility’s War-
den explaining that:
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