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carved into the surface of the container 
or is branded, stenciled, painted, print-
ed, or otherwise directly applied on to 
the surface of the container. Examples 
of acceptable contrasts are: 

(1) Black lettering appearing on a 
white or cream background; or 

(2) White or cream lettering appear-
ing on a black background. 

(d) Capitalization. Except for the as-
partame statement when required by 
§ 7.63(b)(4), which must appear in all 
capital letters, mandatory information 
may appear in all capital letters, in all 
lower case letters, or in mixed-case 
using both capital and lower-case let-
ters. 

§ 7.53 Type size of mandatory informa-
tion and alcohol content state-
ments. 

(a) All capital and lowercase letters 
in statements of mandatory informa-
tion on labels must meet the following 
type size requirements. 

(1) Minimum type size—Containers of 
more than one-half pint. All mandatory 
information (including an alcohol con-
tent statement required by § 7.63(a)(3)) 
must be in script, type, or printing 
that is at least two millimeters in 
height. 

(2) Minimum type size—Containers of 
one-half pint or less. All mandatory in-
formation (including an alcohol con-
tent statement required by § 7.63(a)(3)) 
must be in script, type, or printing 
that is at least one millimeter in 
height. 

(b) Maximum type size for mandatory 
and optional alcohol content statements— 
(1) Containers of more than 40 fluid 
ounces. An alcohol content statement, 
whether required or optional under this 
part, may not appear in script, type, or 
printing that is more than four milli-
meters in height on containers of malt 
beverages of more than 40 fluid ounces. 

(2) Containers of 40 fluid ounces or less. 
An alcohol content statement, whether 
required or optional under this part, 
may not appear in script, type, or 
printing that is more than three milli-
meters in height on containers of malt 
beverages of 40 fluid ounces or less. 

§ 7.54 Visibility of mandatory informa-
tion. 

Mandatory information on a label 
must be readily visible and may not be 
covered or obscured in whole or in part. 
See § 7.62 for rules regarding packaging 
of containers (including cartons, cov-
erings, and cases). See subpart N of 
this part for regulations pertaining to 
advertising materials. 

§ 7.55 Language requirements. 

(a) General. Mandatory information 
must appear in the English language, 
with the exception of the brand name 
and except as provided in paragraph (c) 
of this section. 

(b) Foreign languages. Additional 
statements in a foreign language, in-
cluding translations of mandatory in-
formation that appears elsewhere in 
English on the label, are allowed on la-
bels and containers as long as they do 
not in any way conflict with, or con-
tradict, the requirements of this part. 

(c) Malt beverages for consumption in 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Man-
datory information may be stated sole-
ly in the Spanish language on labels of 
malt beverages bottled for consump-
tion within the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. 

§ 7.56 Additional information. 

Information (other than mandatory 
information) that is truthful, accurate, 
and specific, and that does not violate 
subpart F, G, or H of this part, may ap-
pear on labels. Such additional infor-
mation may not conflict with, modify, 
qualify or restrict mandatory informa-
tion in any manner. 

Subpart E—Mandatory Label 
Information 

§ 7.61 What constitutes a label for pur-
poses of mandatory information. 

(a) Label. Certain information, as 
outlined in § 7.63, must appear on a 
label. When used in this part for pur-
poses of determining where mandatory 
information must appear, the term 
‘‘label’’ includes: 

(1) Material affixed to the container, 
whether made of paper, plastic, metal, 
or other matter; 
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