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§5.72

% neutral spirits (vodka) distilled from
___ (insert grain, cane products, fruit,
or other commodity as appropriate)’’;
or “__ % (grain) (cane products),
(fruit) neutral spirits”, or “___ %
grain spirits.”

(b) In the case of gin manufactured
by a process of continuous distillation
or in the case of neutral spirits, a label
on the container must state the name
of the commodity from which the gin
or neutral spirits were distilled. The
statement of the name of the com-
modity must appear in substantially
the following form: ‘‘Distilled from
grain’ or ‘‘Distilled from cane prod-
ucts”.

§5.72 Coloring materials.

The words ‘‘artificially colored”
must appear on a label of any distilled
spirits product containing synthetic or
natural materials that primarily con-
tribute color, or when information on a
label conveys the impression that a
color was derived from a source other
than the actual source of the color, ex-
cept that:

(a) If no coloring material other than
a color exempt from certification
under FDA regulations has been added,
a truthful statement of the source of
the color may appear in lieu of the
words ‘‘artificially colored,” for exam-
ple, ‘‘Contains Beta Carotene’” or
“Colored with beet extract.” See 21
CFR parts 73 and 74 for the list of such
colors under Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) regulations;

(b) If no coloring material has been
added other than one certified as suit-
able for use in foods by the FDA, the
words ‘‘(to be filled in with name of)
certified color added” or ‘‘Contains
Certified Color” may appear in lieu of
the words ‘‘artificially colored’’; and

(c) If no coloring material other than
caramel has been added, the words
‘“‘colored with caramel,” ‘‘contains car-
amel color,”” or another statement
specifying the use of caramel color,
may appear in lieu of the words ‘‘arti-
ficially colored.” However, no state-
ment of any type is required for the use
of caramel color in brandy, rum, or Te-
quila, or in any type of whisky other
than straight whisky if used at not
more than 2.5 percent by volume of the
finished product. Provided, if any
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amount of caramel color is used in
American single malt whisky, or in
straight American single malt whisky,
a statement specifying the use of car-
amel color must appear on the label.
(d) As provided in §5.61, the use of
FD&C Yellow No. 5, carmine, or cochi-
neal extract must be specifically stated
on the label even if the label also con-
tains a phrase such as ‘‘contains cer-
tified color” or ‘‘artificially colored.”

[T.D. TTB-176, 87 7579, Feb. 9, 2022, as amend-
ed by T.D. TTB-199, 89 FR 102735, Dec. 24,
2024]

§5.73 Treatment of whisky or brandy
with wood.

The words ‘‘colored and flavored with
wood____ ”’ (inserting ‘‘chips,” ‘‘slabs,”
etc., as appropriate) must appear im-
mediately adjacent to, and in the same
size of type as, the class and type des-
ignation under subpart I of this part
for whisky and brandy treated, in
whole or in part, with wood through
percolation or otherwise during dis-
tillation or storage, other than
through contact with an oak barrel.
However, the statement specified in
this section is not required in the case
of brandy treated with an infusion of

oak chips in accordance with
§5.155(b)(3)(B).
§5.74 Statements of age, storage, and

percentage.

(a) General. (1) As defined in §5.1, age
is the length of time during which,
after distillation and before bottling,
the distilled spirits have been stored in
oak barrels. For bourbon whisky, rye
whisky, wheat whisky, malt whisky, or
rye malt whisky, and straight whiskies
other than straight corn whisky and
straight American single malt whisky,
aging must occur in charred new oak
barrels.

(2) If an age statement is used, it is
permissible to understate the age of a
product, but overstatements of age are
prohibited. However, the age statement
may not conflict with the standard of
identity, if aging is required as part of
the standard of identity. For example,
the standard of identity for straight
rye whisky requires that the whisky be
aged for a minimum of 2 years, so the
age statement ‘“‘Aged 1 year,” would be
prohibited for a product designated as
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