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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 5.71 

(1) For purposes of this section, the 
importer is the holder of the importer’s 
basic permit who either makes the 
original customs entry or is the person 
for whom such entry is made, or the 
holder of the importer’s basic permit 
who is the agent, distributor, or fran-
chise holder for the particular brand of 
imported alcohol beverages and who 
places the order abroad. 

(2) The address of the importer must 
be stated as the city and State of the 
principal place of business and must be 
consistent with the address reflected 
on the importer’s basic permit. Ad-
dresses may, but are not required to, 
include additional information such as 
street names, counties, zip codes, 
phone numbers, and website addresses. 
The postal abbreviation of the State 
name may be used; for example, Cali-
fornia may be abbreviated as CA. 

(c) Optional statements. In addition to 
the statements required by paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section, the label may also 
state the name and address of the prin-
cipal place of business of the foreign 
producer. 

(d) Form of address. The ‘‘place’’ stat-
ed must be the city and State, shown 
on the basic permit or other qualifying 
document, of the premises at which the 
operations took place; and the place for 
each operation that is designated on 
the label must be shown. 

(e) Trade or operating names. A trade 
name may be used if the trade name is 
listed on the basic permit or other 
qualifying documentation. 

§ 5.69 Country of origin. 
For U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion (CBP) rules regarding country of 
origin marking requirements, see the 
CBP regulations at 19 CFR parts 102 
and 134. 

§ 5.70 Net contents. 
The requirements of this section 

apply to the net contents statement re-
quired by § 5.63. 

(a) General. The volume of spirits in 
the container must appear on a label as 
a net contents statement. The word 
‘‘liter’’ may be alternatively spelled 
‘‘litre’’ or may be abbreviated as ‘‘L’’. 
The word ‘‘milliliters’’ may be abbre-
viated as ‘‘ml.,’’ ‘‘mL.,’’ or ‘‘ML.’’ Net 
contents in equivalent U.S. customary 

units of measurement and in metric 
equivalents such as centiliters may ap-
pear on a label and, if used, must ap-
pear in the same field of vision as the 
metric net contents statement. 

(b) Tolerances. (1) The following toler-
ances are permissible for purposes of 
applying paragraph (a) of this section: 

(i) Errors in measuring. Discrepancies 
due to errors in measuring that occur 
in filling conducted in compliance with 
good commercial practice; 

(ii) Differences in capacity. Discrep-
ancies due exclusively to differences in 
the capacity of containers, resulting 
solely from unavoidable difficulties in 
manufacturing the containers so as to 
be of uniform capacity, provided that 
the discrepancy does not result from a 
container design that prevents the 
manufacture of containers of an ap-
proximately uniform capacity; and 

(iii) Differences in atmospheric condi-
tions. Discrepancies in measure due to 
differences in atmospheric conditions 
in various places, including discrep-
ancies resulting from the ordinary and 
customary exposure of alcohol bev-
erage products in containers to evapo-
ration, provided that the discrepancy is 
determined to be reasonable on a case 
by case basis. 

(2) Shortages and overages. A contents 
shortage in certain of the containers in 
a shipment may not be counted against 
a contents overage in other containers 
in the same shipment for purposes of 
determining compliance with the re-
quirements of this section. 

§ 5.71 Neutral spirits and name of com-
modity. 

(a) In the case of distilled spirits 
(other than cordials, liqueurs, flavored 
neutral spirits, including flavored 
vodka, and distilled spirits specialty 
products) manufactured by blending or 
other processing, if neutral spirits were 
used in the production of the spirits, 
the percentage of neutral spirits so 
used and the name of the commodity 
from which the neutral spirits were 
distilled must appear on a label. The 
statement of percentage and the name 
of the commodity must be in substan-
tially the following form: ‘‘____% neu-
tral spirits distilled from____ (insert 
grain, cane products, fruit, or other 
commodity as appropriate)’’; or ‘‘____ 
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