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§5.41

no person shall remove such spirits
from customs custody for consumption,
unless that person has obtained and is
in possession of an invoice accom-
panied by a certificate of origin issued
by an official duly authorized by the
appropriate foreign government, if the
issuance of such certificates with re-
spect to such distilled spirits is re-
quired by the foreign government con-
cerned, certifying as to the identity of
the distilled spirits and that the dis-
tilled spirits have been manufactured
in compliance with the laws of the re-
spective foreign government regulating
the manufacture of such distilled spir-
its for home consumption.

(g) Retention of -certificates—distilled
spirits imported in containers. The im-
porter of distilled spirits imported in
containers must retain for 5 years fol-
lowing the removal of the bottled dis-
tilled spirits from customs custody
copies of the certificates (and accom-
panying invoices, if applicable) re-
quired by paragraphs (a) through (f) of
this section, and must provide them
upon request of the appropriate TTB
officer or a customs officer.

(h) Distilled spirits imported in bulk for
bottling in the United States. Distilled
spirits that would be required under
paragraphs (a) through (f) of this sec-
tion to be covered by a certificate of
age and/or a certificate of origin and
that are imported in bulk for bottling
in the United States may be removed
from the premises where bottled only if
the bottler possesses a certificate of
age and/or a certificate of origin,
issued by the appropriate entity as set
forth in paragraphs (a) through (f) of
this section, applicable to the spirits
that provides the same information as
a certificate required under paragraphs
(a) through (f) of this section, would
provide for like spirits imported in bot-
tles.

(i) Retention of distilled spirits certifi-
cates—distilled spirits in  bulk. The
bottler of distilled spirits imported in
bulk must retain, for 5 years following
the removal of such distilled spirits
from the premises where bottled, cop-
ies of the certificates required by para-
graphs (a) through (f) of this section,
and must provide them upon request of
the appropriate TTB officer.
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Subpart C—Alteration of Labels,
Relabeling, and Adding Infor-
mation to Containers

§5.41 Alteration of labels.

(a) Prohibition. It is unlawful for any
person to alter, mutilate, destroy, ob-
literate or remove any mark, brand, or
label on distilled spirits in containers
held for sale in interstate or foreign
commerce, or held for sale after ship-
ment in interstate or foreign com-
merce, except as authorized by §§5.42,
5.43, or 5.44, or as otherwise authorized
by Federal law.

(b) Authorized relabeling. For purposes
of the relabeling activities authorized
by this subpart, the term ‘‘relabel” in-
cludes the alteration, mutilation, de-
struction, obliteration, or removal of
any existing mark, brand, or label on
the container, as well as the addition
of a new label (such as a sticker that
adds information about the product or
information engraved on the container)
to the container, and the replacement
of a label with a new label bearing
identical information.

(c) Obligation to comply with other re-
quirements. Authorization to relabel
under this subpart:

(1) In no way authorizes the place-
ment of labels on containers that do
not accurately reflect the brand,
bottler, identity, or other characteris-
tics of the product;

(2) Does not relieve the person con-
ducting the relabeling operations from
any obligation to comply with the reg-
ulations in this part and with State or
local law; and,

(3) Does not relieve the person con-
ducting the relabeling operations from
any obligation to obtain permission
from the owner of the brand where oth-
erwise required.

§5.42 Authorized relabeling activities
by distillers and importers.

(a) Relabeling at distilled spirits plant
premises. A proprietor of distilled spir-
its plant premises may relabel domes-
tically bottled distilled spirits prior to
removal from, and after return to bond
at, the distilled spirits plant premises,
with labels covered by a certificate of
label approval (COLA), without obtain-
ing separate permission from TTB for
the relabeling activity, provided that
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