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§5.22

original COLAs, photocopies or elec-
tronic copies of COLAs, or records
showing the TTB identification number
assigned to the approved certificate.

§5.22 Rules regarding certificates of
label approval (COLAs) for distilled
spirits bottled in the United States.

(a) What a COLA authorizes. An ap-
proved TTB Form 5100.31 authorizes
the bottling of distilled spirits covered
by the certificate of label approval
(COLA), as long as the container bears
labels identical to the labels appearing
on the face of the COLA, or labels with
changes authorized by TTB on the
COLA or otherwise (such as through
the issuance of public guidance avail-
able on the TTB website at https:/
www.ttb.gov).

(b) When to obtain a COLA. The COLA
must be obtained prior to bottling. No
bottler may bottle distilled spirits, or
remove distilled spirits from the prem-
ises where bottled, unless a COLA has
been obtained.

(c) Application for a COLA. The
bottler may apply for a COLA by sub-
mitting an application to TTB on Form
5100.31, in accordance with the instruc-
tions on the form. The bottler may
apply for a COLA either electronically
by accessing TTB’s online system,
COLASs Online, at https:/www.ttb.gov, or
by submitting the paper form. For pro-
cedures regarding the issuance of
COLASs, see part 13 of this chapter.

§5.23 Application for exemption from
label approval for distilled spirits
bottled in the United States.

(a) Exemption. Any bottler of distilled
spirits may apply to be exempt from
the requirements of §§5.21, 5.22, and
5.30(h), by showing to the satisfaction
of the appropriate TTB officer that the
distilled spirits to be bottled are not to
be sold, offered for sale, or shipped or
delivered for shipment, or otherwise in-
troduced, in interstate or foreign com-
merce.

(b) Application required. The bottler
must file an application on TTB Form
5100.31 for exemption from label ap-
proval before bottling the distilled
spirits. The bottler may apply for a
certificate of exemption from label ap-
proval either electronically, by access-
ing TTB’s online system, COLAs On-
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line, at https:/www.ttb.gov, or by using
the paper form. For procedures regard-
ing the issuance of certificates of ex-
emption from label approval, see part
13 of this chapter.

(c) Labeling of distilled spirits covered
by certificate of exemption. The applica-
tion for a certificate of exemption from
label approval requires that the appli-
cant identify the State in which the
product will be sold. As a condition of
receiving exemption from Ilabel ap-
proval, the label covered by an ap-
proved certificate of exemption must
include the statement ‘‘For sale in
[name of State] only.” See §§19.517 and
19.518 of this chapter for additional la-
beling rules that apply to distilled spir-
its covered by a certificate of exemp-
tion.

REQUIREMENTS FOR DISTILLED SPIRITS
IMPORTED IN CONTAINERS

§5.24 Certificates of label approval
(COLAs) for distilled spirits im-
ported in containers.

(a) Application requirement. Any per-
son removing distilled spirits in con-
tainers from customs custody for con-
sumption must first apply for and ob-
tain a certificate of label approval
(COLA) covering the distilled spirits
from the appropriate TTB officer, or
obtain authorization to use the COLA
from the person to whom the COLA is
issued.

(b) Release of distilled spirits from cus-
toms custody. Distilled spirits, imported
in containers, are not eligible for re-
lease from customs custody for con-
sumption, and no person may remove
such distilled spirits from customs cus-
tody for consumption, unless the per-
son removing the distilled spirits has
obtained a COLA covering the distilled
spirits and is able to provide it (either
electronically or on paper) upon re-
quest. Products imported under an-
other person’s COLA are eligible for re-
lease only if each bottle or individual
container to be imported bears the
name (or trade name) and address of
the person to whom the COLA was
issued by TTB, and only if the importer
using the COLA to obtain release of a
shipment can substantiate that the
person to whom the COLA was issued
has authorized its use by the importer.
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