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is entitled to the exemption because 
the firearm to be transferred is 
unservicable and is being transferred as 
a curio or ornament. An unapproved 
transfer, the transfer of a firearm 
under the provisions of this section 
which is in fact not an unserviceable 
firearm, or the transfer of an unserv-
iceable firearm as something other 
than a curio or ornament, may subject 
the transferor to civil and criminal li-
abilities. (See 26 U.S.C. 5811, 5852, 5861, 
and 5871.) 

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55843, Sept. 28, 1979] 

§ 479.92 Transportation of firearms to 
effect transfer. 

Notwithstanding any provision of 
§ 478.28 of this chapter, it shall not be 
required that authorization be ob-
tained from the Director for the trans-
portation in interstate or foreign com-
merce of a firearm in order to effect 
the transfer of a firearm authorized 
under the provisions of this subpart. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10510, Mar. 31, 1988] 

OTHER PROVISIONS 

§ 479.93 Transfers of firearms to cer-
tain persons. 

Where the transfer of a destructive 
device, machine gun, short-barreled 
shotgun, or short-barreled rifle is to be 
made by a person licensed under the 
provisions of Title I of the Gun Control 
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 1213) to a person 
not so licensed, the sworn statement 
required by § 478.98 of this chapter shall 
be attached to and accompany the 
transfer application required by this 
subpart. 

Subpart G—Registration and 
Identification of Firearms 

§ 479.101 Registration of firearms. 

(a) The Director shall maintain a 
central registry of all firearms in the 
United States which are not in the pos-
session of or under the control of the 
United States. This registry shall be 
known as the National Firearms Reg-
istration and Transfer Record and shall 
include: 

(1) Identification of the firearm as re-
quired by this part; 

(2) Date of registration; and 
(3) Identification and address of per-

son entitled to possession of the fire-
arm as required by this part. 

(b) Each manufacturer, importer, and 
maker shall register each firearm he 
manufactures, imports, or makes in 
the manner prescribed by this part. 
Each firearm transferred shall be reg-
istered to the transferee by the trans-
feror in the manner prescribed by this 
part. No firearm may be registered by 
a person unlawfully in possession of 
the firearm except during an amnesty 
period established under section 207 of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 
1235). 

(c) A person shown as possessing fire-
arms by the records maintained by the 
Director pursuant to the National Fire-
arms Act (26 U.S.C. Chapter 53) in force 
on October 31, 1968, shall be considered 
to have registered the firearms in his 
possession which are disclosed by that 
record as being in his possession on Oc-
tober 31, 1968. 

(d) The National Firearms Registra-
tion and Transfer Record shall include 
firearms registered to the possessors 
thereof under the provisions of section 
207 of the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

(e) A person possessing a firearm reg-
istered to him shall retain proof of reg-
istration which shall be made available 
to any ATF officer upon request. 

(f) A firearm not identified as re-
quired by this part shall not be reg-
istered. 

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55843, Sept. 28, 1979] 

§ 479.102 Identification of firearms. 
(a) Identification required. Except as 

otherwise provided in this section, you, 
as a manufacturer, importer, or maker 
of a firearm, must legibly identify the 
firearm as follows: 

(1) Serial number, name, place of busi-
ness. By engraving, casting, stamping 
(impressing), or otherwise conspicu-
ously placing or causing to be en-
graved, cast, stamped (impressed) or 
otherwise placed on the frame or re-
ceiver thereof, an individual serial 
number, in a manner not susceptible of 
being readily obliterated, altered, or 
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removed. The serial number must not 
duplicate any serial number placed by 
you on any other firearm. The frame or 
receiver must also be marked with ei-
ther: Your name (or recognized abbre-
viation), and city and State (or recog-
nized abbreviation) where you as a 
manufacturer or importer maintain 
your place of business, or in the case of 
a maker, where you made the firearm; 
or if a manufacturer or importer, your 
name (or recognized abbreviation) and 
the serial number that begins with 
your abbreviated Federal firearms li-
cense number, which is the first three 
and last five digits, as a prefix to a 
unique identification number, followed 
by a hyphen, e.g., ‘‘12345678-[unique 
identification number]’’; and 

(2) Model, caliber or gauge, foreign 
manufacturer, country of manufacture. 
By engraving, casting, stamping (im-
pressing), or otherwise conspicuously 
placing or causing to be engraved, cast, 
stamped (impressed) or placed on the 
frame or receiver, or barrel or pistol 
slide (if applicable) thereof certain ad-
ditional information. This information 
must be placed in a manner not suscep-
tible of being readily obliterated, al-
tered, or removed. The additional in-
formation shall include: 

(i) The model, if such designation has 
been made; 

(ii) The caliber or gauge; 
(iii) When applicable, the name of the 

foreign manufacturer or maker; and 
(iv) In the case of an imported fire-

arm, the name of the country in which 
it was manufactured. For additional re-
quirements relating to imported fire-
arms, see Customs regulations at 19 
CFR part 134. 

(3) Multi-piece frame or receiver. In the 
case of a multi-piece frame or receiver, 
the modular subpart that is the outer-
most housing or structure designed to 
house, hold, or contain either the pri-
mary energized component of a hand-
gun, breech blocking or sealing compo-
nent of a projectile weapon other than 
a handgun, or internal sound reduction 
component of a firearm muffler or fire-
arm silencer, as the case may be, shall 
be the subpart of a multi-piece frame 
or receiver identified in accordance 
with this section. If more than one sub-
part is similarly designed to house, 
hold, or contain such primary compo-

nent (e.g., left and right halves), each 
of those subparts must be identified 
with the same serial number and asso-
ciated licensee information not dupli-
cated on any other frame or receiver. 
The identified subpart(s) of a complete 
(assembled or unassembled) multi- 
piece frame or receiver shall not be re-
moved and replaced (see § 478.34 of this 
subchapter, 18 U.S.C. 922(k), and 26 
U.S.C. 5861(g) and (h)), unless— 

(i) The subpart replacement is not a 
firearm under 26 U.S.C. 5845; 

(ii) The subpart replacement is iden-
tified by the qualified manufacturer of 
the original subpart with the same se-
rial number and associated licensee in-
formation in the manner prescribed by 
this section; and 

(iii) The original subpart is destroyed 
under the manufacturer’s control or di-
rect supervision prior to such place-
ment. 

(4) Frame or receiver, machine gun con-
version part, or silencer part disposed of 
separately. Each part defined as a frame 
or receiver or modular subpart thereof 
described in paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section, machinegun, or firearm muf-
fler or firearm silencer that is not a 
component part of a complete weapon 
or complete muffler or silencer device 
at the time it is sold, shipped, or other-
wise disposed of by you must be identi-
fied as required by this section with an 
individual serial number not dupli-
cated on any other firearm and all ad-
ditional identifying information, ex-
cept that the model designation and 
caliber or gauge may be omitted if that 
information is unknown at the time 
the part is identified. 

(5) Size and depth of markings. The en-
graving, casting, or stamping (impress-
ing) of the serial number and addi-
tional information must be to a min-
imum depth of .003 inch, and the serial 
number and any associated license 
number in a print size no smaller than 
1⁄16 inch. The size of the serial and li-
cense number is measured as the dis-
tance between the latitudinal ends of 
the character impression bottoms 
(bases). The depth of all markings re-
quired by this section is measured from 
the flat surface of the metal and not 
the peaks or ridges. 

(6) Period of time to identify firearms. 
You, as a manufacturer, shall identify 
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a complete weapon or complete muffler 
or silencer device no later than close of 
the next business day following the 
date the entire manufacturing process 
has ended for the weapon or device, or 
prior to disposition, whichever is soon-
er. You must identify each part or 
modular subpart defined as a machine 
gun (frame or receiver, or conversion 
part) or muffler or silencer that is not 
a component part of a complete weapon 
or complete muffler or silencer device 
at the time it is sold, shipped, or other-
wise disposed of no later than close of 
the next business day following the 
date the entire manufacturing process 
has ended for the part, or prior to dis-
position, whichever is sooner. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, firearms 
awaiting materials, parts, or equip-
ment repair to be completed are pre-
sumed, absent reliable evidence to the 
contrary, to be in the manufacturing 
process. Importers must identify im-
ported firearms within the period pre-
scribed in § 478.112 of this subchapter. 

(7) Meaning of marking terms. For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘iden-
tify’’ means placing marks of identi-
fication, the terms ‘‘legible’’ and ‘‘leg-
ibly’’ mean that the identification 
markings (including any unique identi-
fication number) use exclusively 
Roman letters (e.g., A, a, B, b, C, c) and 
Arabic numerals (e.g., 1, 2, 3), or solely 
Arabic numerals, and may include a 
hyphen, and the terms ‘‘conspicuous’’ 
and ‘‘conspicuously’’ mean that the 
identification markings are capable of 
being easily seen with the naked eye 
during normal handling of the firearm 
and are unobstructed by other mark-
ings when the complete weapon or de-
vice is assembled. 

(b) Exceptions—(1) Alternate means of 
identification. The Director may au-
thorize other means of identification to 
identify firearms upon receipt of a let-
ter application or prescribed form from 
you showing that such other identifica-
tion is reasonable and will not hinder 
the effective administration of this 
part. 

(2) Destructive devices. In the case of a 
destructive device, the Director may 
authorize other means of identification 
to identify that weapon upon receipt of 
a letter application or prescribed form 
from you. The application shall show 

that engraving, casting, or stamping 
(impressing) such a weapon as required 
by this section would be dangerous or 
impracticable and that the alternate 
means of identification proposed will 
not hinder the effective administration 
of this part. 

(3) Adoption of identifying markings. 
You may adopt existing markings and 
are not required to mark a serial num-
ber or other identifying markings pre-
viously placed on a firearm in accord-
ance with this section, as follows: 

(i) Newly manufactured firearms. Man-
ufacturers may adopt the serial num-
ber and other identifying markings 
previously placed on a firearm by an-
other manufacturer provided the fire-
arm has not been sold, shipped, or oth-
erwise disposed of to a person other 
than a qualified manufacturer, im-
porter, or dealer, and the serial number 
adopted is not duplicated on any other 
firearm. 

(ii) Remanufactured or imported fire-
arms. Manufacturers and importers 
may adopt the serial number or other 
identifying markings previously placed 
on a firearm that otherwise meets the 
requirements of this section that has 
been sold, shipped, or otherwise dis-
posed of to a person other than a li-
censee provided that, within the period 
and in the manner herein prescribed, 
the manufacturer or importer legibly 
and conspicuously places, or causes to 
be placed, on the frame or receiver ei-
ther: Their name (or recognized abbre-
viation), and city and State (or recog-
nized abbreviation) where they main-
tain their place of business; or their 
name (or recognized abbreviation) and 
abbreviated Federal firearms license 
number, which is the first three and 
last five digits, individually (i.e., not as 
a prefix to the serial number adopted) 
after the letters ‘‘FFL’’, in the fol-
lowing format: ‘‘FFL12345678’’. The se-
rial number adopted must not dupli-
cate any serial number adopted or 
placed on any other firearm, except 
that if an importer receives two or 
more firearms with the same foreign 
manufacturer’s serial number, the im-
porter may adopt the serial number by 
adding letters or numbers to that se-
rial number, and may include a hy-
phen. 
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(iii) Manufacturers performing 
gunsmithing services. Manufacturers 
may adopt the serial number or other 
identifying markings previously placed 
on a firearm by a qualified manufac-
turer, importer, or dealer, provided the 
manufacturer is performing services as 
a gunsmith (as defined in § 478.11 of this 
subchapter) on existing firearms not 
for sale or distribution. 

(4)(i) Firearm muffler or silencer parts 
transferred between qualified manufactur-
ers for further manufacture or to complete 
new devices. Manufacturers qualified 
under this part may transfer a part de-
fined as a muffler or silencer to an-
other qualified manufacturer without 
immediately identifying or registering 
such part provided that it is for further 
manufacture (i.e., machining, coating, 
etc.) or manufacturing a complete muf-
fler or silencer device. Once the new 
device with such part is completed, the 
manufacturer who completes the de-
vice shall identify and register it in the 
manner and within the period specified 
in this part for a complete muffler or 
silencer device. 

(ii) Firearm muffler or silencer replace-
ment parts transferred to qualified manu-
facturers or dealers to repair existing de-
vices. Manufacturers qualified under 
this part may transfer a replacement 
part defined as a muffler or silencer 
other than a frame or receiver to a 
qualified manufacturer or dealer with-
out identifying or registering such part 
provided that it is for repairing a com-
plete muffler or silencer device that 
was previously identified and reg-
istered in accordance with this part 
and part 478. 

(5) Frames or receivers designed before 
August 24, 2022. Manufacturers and im-
porters may continue to identify the 
same component of a firearm defined 
as a frame or receiver as it existed be-
fore August 24, 2022 with the same in-
formation required to be marked by 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this sec-
tion that were in effect prior to that 
date, and any rules necessary to ensure 
such identification shall remain effec-
tive for that purpose. Any frame or re-
ceiver with a new design manufactured 
after August 24, 2022 must be marked 
with the identifying information and 
within the period prescribed by this 
section. For purposes of this para-

graph, the term ‘‘new design’’ means 
that the design of the existing frame or 
receiver has been functionally modified 
or altered, as distinguished from per-
forming a cosmetic process that adds 
to or changes the decoration of the 
frame or receiver (e.g., painting or en-
graving), or by adding or replacing 
stocks, barrels, or accessories to the 
frame or receiver. 

(c) Voluntary classification of firearms. 
The Director may issue a determina-
tion (classification) to a person wheth-
er an item, including a kit, is a firearm 
as defined in this part upon receipt of 
a written request or form prescribed by 
the Director. Each such voluntary re-
quest or form submitted shall be exe-
cuted under the penalties of perjury 
with a complete and accurate descrip-
tion of the item or kit, the name and 
address of the manufacturer or im-
porter thereof, and a sample of such 
item or kit for examination. A firearm 
sample must include all accessories 
and attachments relevant to such clas-
sification as each classification is lim-
ited to the firearm in the configuration 
submitted. Each request for classifica-
tion of a partially complete, disassem-
bled, or nonfunctional item or kit must 
contain any associated templates, jigs, 
molds, equipment, or tools that are 
made available by the seller or dis-
tributor of the item or kit to the pur-
chaser or recipient of the item or kit, 
and any instructions, guides, or mar-
keting materials if they will be made 
available by the seller or distributor 
with the item or kit. Upon completion 
of the examination, the Director may 
return the sample to the person who 
made the request unless a determina-
tion is made that return of the sample 
would be or place the person in viola-
tion of law. Except for the classifica-
tion of a specific component as the 
frame or receiver of a particular weap-
on, a determination made by the Direc-
tor under this paragraph shall not be 
deemed by any person to be applicable 
to or authoritative with respect to any 
other sample, design, model, or con-
figuration. 

[ATF–2021R–05F, 87 FR 24747, Apr. 26, 2022; 87 
FR 51250, Aug. 22, 2022] 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:58 May 19, 2023 Jkt 259114 PO 00000 Frm 00136 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\27\27V3.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

C
K

6H
6L

3 
w

ith
 D

IS
T

IL
LE

R


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-12-22T11:36:23-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




