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(iv) Vickers/Maxim, Browning 1919, M2, 
and box-type machineguns and semiauto-
matic variants: The receiver is the side 

plate of the weapon that is designed to 
hold the charging handle. 

(2) Frame or receiver classifications of 
partially complete, disassembled, or non-
functional frames or receivers before April 
26, 2022. Prior determinations by the 
Director that a partially complete, dis-
assembled, or nonfunctional frame or 
receiver, including a parts kit, was not, 
or did not include, a ‘‘firearm frame or 
receiver’’ under § 478.11, or ‘‘frame or 
receiver’’ under § 479.11 of this sub-
chapter, as those terms were defined 
prior to April 26, 2022, shall not con-
tinue to be valid or authoritative after 
that date. Such determinations shall 
include those in which the Director de-
termined that the item or parts kit had 
not yet reached a stage of manufacture 
to be, or include, a ‘‘firearm frame or 

receiver’’ under § 478.11, or ‘‘frame or 
receiver’’ under § 479.11 of this sub-
chapter, as those terms were defined 
prior to April 26, 2022. 

[ATF–2021R–05F, 87 FR 24735, Apr. 26, 2022; 87 
FR 51249, 51250, Aug. 22, 2022] 

Subpart C—Administrative and 
Miscellaneous Provisions 

§ 478.21 Forms prescribed. 

(a) The Director is authorized to pre-
scribe all forms required by this part. 
All of the information called for in 
each form shall be furnished as indi-
cated by the headings on the form and 
the instructions on or pertaining to the 
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form. In addition, information called 
for in each form shall be furnished as 
required by this part. 

(b) Requests for forms should be sub-
mitted to the ATF Distribution Center 
(http://www.atf.gov) or made by calling 
(202) 648–6420. 

(5 U.S.C. 552(a); 80 Stat. 383, as amended) 

[T.D. ATF–92, 46 FR 46915, Sept. 23, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–249, 52 FR 5962, Feb. 
27, 1987; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 
1988; T.D. 372, 61 FR 20724, May 8, 1996; ATF– 
11F, 73 FR 57240, Oct. 2, 2008; ATF 2013R–9F, 
79 FR 46692, Aug. 11, 2014] 

§ 478.22 Alternate methods or proce-
dures; emergency variations from 
requirements. 

(a) Alternate methods or procedures. 
The licensee, on specific approval by 
the Director as provided in this para-
graph, may use an alternate method or 
procedure in lieu of a method or proce-
dure specifically prescribed in this 
part. The Director may approve an al-
ternate method or procedure, subject 
to stated conditions, when it is found 
that: 

(1) Good cause is shown for the use of 
the alternate method or procedure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure and that the alternate method 
or procedure is substantially equiva-
lent to that specifically prescribed 
method or procedure; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. Where the licensee desires to 
employ an alternate method or proce-
dure, a written application shall be 
submitted to the appropriate Director 
of Industry Operations, for transmittal 
to the Director. The application shall 
specifically describe the proposed al-
ternate method or procedure and shall 
set forth the reasons for it. Alternate 
methods or procedures may not be em-
ployed until the application is ap-
proved by the Director. The licensee 
shall, during the period of authoriza-
tion of an alternate method or proce-
dure, comply with the terms of the ap-
proved application. Authorization of 

any alternate method or procedure 
may be withdrawn whenever, in the 
judgment of the Director, the effective 
administration of this part is hindered 
by the continuation of the authoriza-
tion. 

(b) Emergency variations from require-
ments. The Director may approve a 
method of operation other than as 
specified in this part, where it is found 
that an emergency exists and the pro-
posed variation from the specified re-
quirements are necessary and the pro-
posed variations (1) will not hinder the 
effective administration of this part, 
and (2) will not be contrary to any pro-
visions of law. Variations from require-
ments granted under this paragraph 
are conditioned on compliance with the 
procedures, conditions, and limitations 
set forth in the approval of the applica-
tion. Failure to comply in good faith 
with the procedures, conditions, and 
limitations shall automatically termi-
nate the authority for the variations, 
and the licensee shall fully comply 
with the prescribed requirements of 
regulations from which the variations 
were authorized. Authority for any 
variation may be withdrawn whenever, 
in the judgment of the Director, the ef-
fective administration of this part is 
hindered by the continuation of the 
variation. Where the licensee desires to 
employ an emergency variation, a writ-
ten application shall be submitted to 
the appropriate Director of Industry 
Operations for transmittal to the Di-
rector. The application shall describe 
the proposed variation and set forth 
the reasons for it. Variations may not 
be employed until the application is 
approved. 

(c) Retention of approved variations. 
The licensee shall retain, as part of the 
licensee’s records, available for exam-
ination by ATF officers, any applica-
tion approved by the Director under 
this section. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.23 Right of entry and examina-
tion. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b), any ATF officer, when there is rea-
sonable cause to believe a violation of 
the Act has occurred and that evidence 
of the violation may be found on the 
premises of any licensed manufacturer, 
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