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[72 FR 59362, Oct. 19, 2007; 72 FR 62308, Nov. 2, 
2007] 

§ 3285.703 Smoke alarms. 

Smoke alarms must be functionally 
tested in accordance with applicable 
requirements of the smoke alarm man-
ufacturer instructions and must be 
consistent with § 3280.208 of this chap-
ter. 

§ 3285.704 Telephone and cable TV. 

Refer to § 3285.906 for considerations 
pertinent to installation of telephone 
and cable TV. 

Subpart I—Exterior and Interior 
Close-Up 

§ 3285.801 Exterior close-up. 

(a) Exterior siding and roofing nec-
essary to join all sections of the home 
must be installed according to the 
product manufacturer installation in-
structions and must be fastened in ac-
cordance with designs and manufac-
turer instructions, consistent with 
§§ 3280.305 and 3280.307 of this chapter. 
Exterior close-up strips/trim must be 
fastened securely and sealed with exte-
rior sealant (see figure A to this sec-
tion). 

(b) Joints and seams. All joints and 
seams in exterior wall coverings that 
were disturbed during location of the 
home must be made weatherproof. 

(c) Prior to installing the siding, the 
polyethylene sheeting covering exte-
rior walls for transit must be com-
pletely removed. 

(d) Prior to completing the exterior 
close-up, any holes in the roofing must 
be made weatherproof and sealed with 
a sealant or other material that is suit-
able for use with the roofing in which 
the hole is made. 

(e) Mate-line gasket. The home manu-
facturer must provide materials and 
designs for mate-line gaskets or other 
methods designed to resist the entry of 
air, water, water vapor, insects, and ro-
dents at all mate-line locations ex-
posed to the exterior (see Figure B to 
this section). 

(f) Hinged roofs and eaves. Hinged 
roofs and eaves must be completed dur-
ing installation in compliance with all 
requirements of the Manufactured 
Home Construction and Safety Stand-
ards (24 CFR part 3280) and the Manu-
factured Home Procedural and Enforce-
ment Regulations (24 CFR part 3282). 
Unless exempted by the following pro-
visions, hinged roofs are also subject to 
a final inspection for compliance with 
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the Manufactured Home Construction 
and Safety Standards (24 CFR part 
3280) by the IPIA or a qualified inde-
pendent inspector acceptable to the 
IPIA. Homes with hinged roofs that are 
exempted from IPIA inspection are in-
stead to be completed and inspected in 
accordance with the Manufactured 
Home Installation Program (24 CFR 
part 3286). This includes homes: 

(1) That are designed to be located in 
Wind Zone I; 

(2) In which the roof pitch of the 
hinged roof is less than 7:12, including 
designs incorporating peak cap con-
struction or peak flip construction; and 

(3) In which fuel burning appliance 
flue penetrations are not above the 
hinge. 

NOTES: 1. Multi-section homes with hori-
zontal-lap siding can be shipped with no sid-
ing on the front and rear end walls. 

2. The manufacturer must install doors/ 
windows trimmed with J-rail or the equiva-
lent and protect all exposed materials not 
designed for exposure to the weather with 
plastic sheeting for transport. Siding, starter 

trim, and vents may be shipped loose in the 
home for installation on set-up. 

3. All home installers must ensure that all 
field installed trim, windows, doors, and 
other openings are properly sealed according 
to the siding manufacturer installation in-
structions. 
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NOTE: On multi-section manufactured 
homes, install the sealer gasket on the ceil-
ing, end walls, and floor mate-line prior to 
joining the sections together. 

[72 FR 59362, Oct. 19, 2007, as amended at 80 
FR 53731, Sept. 8, 2015] 

§ 3285.802 Structural interconnection 
of multi-section homes. 

(a) For multi-section homes, struc-
tural interconnections along the inte-
rior and exterior at the mate-line are 
necessary to join all sections of the 
home. 

(b) Structural interconnection must 
be designed in accordance with the re-
quirements located in § 3280.305 of this 
chapter to ensure a completely inte-
grated structure. 

(c) Upon completion of the exterior 
close-up, no gaps are permitted be-
tween the structural elements being 
interconnected along the mate-line of 
multi-section homes. However, prior to 
completion of the exterior close-up, 
gaps that do not exceed one inch are 
permitted between structural elements 
provided: 

(1) The gaps are closed before comple-
tion of close-up; 

(2) The home sections are in contact 
with each other; and 

(3) The mating gasket is providing a 
proper seal. All such gaps must be 
shimmed with dimensional lumber, and 
fastener lengths used to make connec-
tions between the structural elements 
must be increased to provide adequate 
penetration into the receiving member. 

§ 3285.803 Interior close-up. 

(a) All shipping blocking, strapping, 
or bracing must be removed from appli-
ances, windows, and doors. 

(b) Interior close up items necessary 
to join all sections of the home or 
items subject to transportation dam-
age may be packaged or shipped with 
the home for site installation. 

(c) Shipped-loose wall paneling nec-
essary for the joining of all sections of 
the home must be installed by using 
polyvinyl acetate (PVA) adhesive on 
all framing members and fastened with 
minimum 11⁄2 inch long staples or nails 
at 6 inches on center panel edges and 12 
inches on center in the field, unless al-
ternative fastening methods are per-
mitted in the installation instructions 
(see Figure A to § 3285.803). 
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