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(2) Recorded assignment instrument. 
The original of the recorded assign-
ment of mortgage. If the original of the 
assignment is not available, a copy 
shall be furnished and the original for-
warded as soon as possible. 

(3) Hazard insurance. All hazard in-
surance policies held in connection 
with the mortgaged property, together 
with a copy of the mortgagee’s notifi-
cation to the carrier authorizing the 
amendment of the loss payable clause 
substituting the Commissioner as the 
mortgagee. 

(4) Rights and interests. An assign-
ment of all rights and interests arising 
under the mortgage, and all claims of 
the mortgagee against the mortgagor 
or others arising out of the mortgage 
transaction. 

(5) Property. All property of the mort-
gagor held by the mortgagee or to 
which it is entitled (other than the 
cash items which are to be retained by 
the mortgagee). 

(6) Records and accounts. All records, 
ledger cards, documents, books, papers 
and accounts relating to the mortgage 
transaction. 

(7) Additional information. Any addi-
tional information or data which the 
Commissioner may require. 

(8) Title evidence. All title evidence 
held by the mortgagee. It need not be 
extended to include the recordation of 
the assignment. If a mortgagee’s title 
policy is furnished, the Commissioner 
shall be a named insured under such 
policy. 

(b) Items to be retained by mortgagee. 
The mortgagee shall retain all cash 
amounts held or deposited for the ac-
count of the mortgagor or to which it 
is entitled under the mortgage trans-
action that have not been applied in re-
duction of the principal mortgage in-
debtedness. 

(c) Title evidence for mortgages in-
sured under § 203.43d as set forth in 
§ 203.385 shall accompany the applica-
tion for insurance benefits. 

[36 FR 24508, Dec. 22, 1971, as amended at 37 
FR 7693, Apr. 10, 1972; 42 FR 57435, Nov. 2, 
1977] 

§ 203.353 Certification by mortgagee. 
At the time of assignment of the 

mortgage, the mortgagee shall certify 
to the Commissioner that: 

(a) Priority of mortgage to liens. The 
mortgage is prior to all mechanics’ and 
materialmen’s liens filed of record, re-
gardless of when such liens attach, and 
prior to all liens and encumbrances, or 
defects which may arise except such 
liens or other matters as may have 
been approved by the Commissioner; 

(b) Amount due. The amount stated in 
the instrument of assignment is actu-
ally due and owing under the mort-
gage; 

(c) Offsets or counterclaims. There are 
no offsets or counterclaims thereto and 
the mortgagee has a good right to as-
sign. 

CLAIM PROCEDURE 

§ 203.355 Acquisition of property. 
(a) In general. Upon default of a mort-

gage, except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) through (i) of this section, the 
mortgagee shall take one of the fol-
lowing actions within nine months 
from the date of default, or within any 
additional time approved by the Sec-
retary or authorized by §§ 203.345 or 
203.346. For mortgages where the date 
of default is on or after February 1, 
1998, the mortgagee shall take one or a 
combination of the following actions 
within six months of the date of de-
fault or within such additional time 
approved by HUD or authorized by 
§§ 203.345 or 203.346: 

(1) Obtain a deed-in-lieu of fore-
closure (see §§ 203.357, 203.389 and 
203.402(f) of this part) with title being 
taken in the name of the mortgagee or 
the Secretary; 

(2) Commence foreclosure; 
(3) Enter into a special forbearance 

agreement under § 203.614; 
(4) Complete a modification of the 

mortgage under § 203.616; 
(5) Complete a refinance of the mort-

gage under § 203.43(c); 
(6) Complete an assumption under 

§ 203.512; 
(7) File a partial claim under § 203.371; 

or 
(8) Initiate a pre-foreclosure sale 

under § 203.370. 
(b) Vacant or abandoned property. 

With respect to defaulted mortgages on 
vacant or abandoned property, if the 
mortgagee discovers, or should have 
discovered, that the property is vacant 
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