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Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) joins other executive 
departments and independent estab-
lishments of the Government of the 
United States in using penalty mail to 
disseminate photographs and bio-
graphical information on hundreds of 
missing children. 

[51 FR 19830, June 3, 1986; 51 FR 43608, Dec. 3, 
1986] 

§ 13.2 Procedures for obtaining and 
disseminating data. 

(a) HUD shall insert, manually and 
via automated inserts, pictures and bi-
ographical data related to missing chil-
dren in domestic penalty mail directed 
to members of the public in the United 
States, its territories and possessions. 
These include: 

(1) Standard letter-size envelopes 
(41⁄2″ × 91⁄2″); 

(2) Document-size envelopes (91⁄2″ × 
12″, 91⁄2″ × 111⁄2″, 10″ × 13″); and 

(3) Other envelopes (miscellaneous 
size). 

(b) Missing children information 
shall not be placed on the Penalty Indi-
cia, OCR Read Area, Bar Code Read 
Area, and Return Address areas of let-
ter-size envelopes. 

(c) Posters containing pictures and 
biographical data shall be placed on 
bulletin boards in Headquarters and 
Field offices. 

(d) HUD shall accept camera-ready 
and other photographic and biographi-
cal materials solely from the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren (National Center). Photographs 
that were reasonably current as of the 
time of the child’s disappearance shall 
be the only acceptable form of visual 
media or pictorial likeness used in pen-
alty mail or posters. 

§ 13.3 Withdrawal of data. 

HUD shall remove all printed penalty 
mail envelopes and other materials 
from circulation or other use within a 
three month period from the date the 
National Center receives information 
or notice that a child, whose picture 
and biographical information have 
been made available to HUD, has been 
recovered or that the parent or guard-
ian’s permission to use the child’s pho-
tograph and biographical information 
has been withdrawn. The HUD contact 

person shall be notified immediately 
and in writing by the National Center 
of the need to withdraw from circula-
tion penalty mail envelopes and other 
materials related to a particular child. 

§ 13.4 Reports. 

HUD shall compile and submit to Of-
fice of Juvenile Justice and Deliquency 
Prevention (OJJDP), by June 30, 1987, a 
consolidated report on its experience in 
implementing S. 1195 Official Mail Use 
in the Location and Recovery of Missing 
Children along with recommendations 
for future Departmental action. 
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EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE ACT 
IN ADMINISTRATIVE PRO-
CEEDINGS 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
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3535(d). 

SOURCE: 52 FR 27126, July 17, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 



185 

Office of the Secretary, HUD § 14.115 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 14.50 Definitions. 

Act. The Equal Access to Justice Act, 
5 U.S.C. 504, title II of Pub. L. 96–481, as 
amended by Pub. L. 99–80. 

Adjudicative officer. The Administra-
tive Law Judge, Administrative Judge 
of the HUD Office of Hearings and Ap-
peals, or other officer designated by 
the Secretary, who presided at the ad-
versary adjudication. 

Adversary adjudication. (a) An adju-
dication under 5 U.S.C. 554 in which the 
position of the United States is rep-
resented by counsel or otherwise, but 
not including an adjudication for the 
purpose of establishing or fixing a rate 
or for the purpose of granting or renew-
ing a license; and 

(b) Appeals of decisions of con-
tracting officers made pursuant to sec-
tion 6 of the Contract Disputes Act of 
1978 (41 U.S.C. 605) before agency boards 
of contract appeals as provided in sec-
tion 8 of that Act (41 U.S.C. 607). 

Agency counsel (a) When the position 
of the Department is being represented, 
the attorney or attorneys designated 
by the Department’s General Counsel 
to represent the Department in a pro-
ceeding covered by this part, and 

(b) When the position of another 
agency of the United States is being 
represented, the representative as des-
ignated by that agency. 

Department. The Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, or the or-
ganizational unit within the Depart-
ment responsible for conducting an ad-
versary adjudication subject to this 
part. 

Proceeding. An adversary adjudica-
tion as defined above. 

Secretary. The Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

[52 FR 27126, July 17, 1987, as amended at 72 
FR 53877, Sept. 20, 2007; 87 FR 8196, Feb. 14, 
2022] 

§ 14.100 Time computation. 

Time periods stated in this part shall 
be computed in accordance with the 
Department’s rules with respect to 
computation of time which apply to 
the underlying proceeding. 

§ 14.105 Purpose of these rules. 

The Act provides for the award of at-
torney fees and other expenses to eligi-
ble individuals and entities who are 
parties to certain administrative pro-
ceedings (adversary adjudications) be-
fore the Department. An eligible party 
may receive an award when it prevails 
over an agency, unless the agency’s po-
sition was substantially justified or 
special circumstances make an award 
unjust. The rules in this part described 
the parties eligible for awards and the 
proceedings that are covered. They also 
explain how to apply for awards and 
the procedures and standards that the 
Department will use to make them. 

§ 14.110 When the Act applies. 

The Act applies to any adversary ad-
judication pending or commenced be-
fore this Department on or after Au-
gust 5, 1985. It also applies to any ad-
versary adjudication commenced on or 
after October 1, 1984, and finally dis-
posed of before August 5, 1985, provided 
that an application for fees and ex-
penses, as described in subpart B of 
these rules, has been filed with the De-
partment no later than 30 days after 
August 5, 1985, and to any adversary 
adjudication pending on or commenced 
on or after October 1, 1981, in which an 
application for fees and other expenses 
was timely filed and was dismissed for 
lack of jurisdiction. 

§ 14.115 Proceedings covered. 

(a) The proceedings to which this 
part applies are adversary adjudica-
tions conducted by the Department 
under: 

(1) The Interstate Land Sales Full 
Disclosure Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq., pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1715 
and 24 CFR part 1720; 

(2) Section 602 of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d–1, and 24 CFR 
parts 1 and 2; 

(3) Section 505(a) of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. 
794a, 28 CFR part 41, and any applicable 
HUD regulations; 

(4) Section 305(a) of the Age Discrimi-
nation Act of 1975, 42 U.S.C. 6104(a), 45 
CFR part 90 and any applicable HUD 
regulations; 

(5) [Reserved] 
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(6) Debt Collection Act of 1982 (Sal-
ary Offset), 5 U.S.C. 5514, and 24 CFR 
17.125–.140; 

(7) Manufactured Home Construction 
and Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 
U.S.C. 5401 et seq., and 24 CFR part 3280; 

(8) Section 111 of title I of the Hous-
ing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, 42 U.S.C. 5311, and 24 CFR 
570.913; 

(9) Appeals of decisions of con-
tracting officers made pursuant to sec-
tion 6 of the Contract Disputes Act of 
1978 (41 U.S.C. 605) before the HUD 
Board of Contract Appeals as provided 
in section 8 of that Act (41 U.S.C. 607); 
or 

(10) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3600–3620) and 24 CFR 
part 104. 

(b) The Department’s failure to iden-
tify a type of proceeding as an adver-
sary adjudication shall not preclude 
the filing of an application by a party 
who believes the proceeding is covered 
by the Act; whether the proceeding is 
covered will then be an issue for resolu-
tion in proceedings on the application. 

(c) If a proceeding includes both mat-
ters covered by the Act and matters 
specifically excluded from coverage, 
any award made will include only fees 
and expenses related to covered issues. 

[52 FR 27126, July 17, 1987, as amended at 54 
FR 3283, Jan. 23, 1989; 85 FR 61562, Sept. 29, 
2020] 

§ 14.120 Eligibility of applicants. 

(a) To be eligible for an award of at-
torney fees and other expenses under 
the Act, the applicant must be a party 
to the adversary adjudication for which 
it seeks an award. The term party is de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 551(3). The applicant 
must show that it meets all conditions 
of eligibility set out in this subpart 
and in subpart B. 

(b) The types of eligible applicants 
are as follows: 

(1) An individual with a net worth of 
not more than $2 million; 

(2) The sole owner of an unincor-
porated business who has a net worth 
of not more than $7 million, including 
both personal and business interests, 
and not more than 500 employees; 

(3) A charitable or other tax-exempt 
organization described in section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 

26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3), with not more than 
500 employees; 

(4) A cooperative association as de-
fined in section 15(a) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act, 12 U.S.C. 1141j(a), 
with not more than 500 employees; or 

(5) Any other partnership, corpora-
tion, association, unit of local govern-
ment, or organization with a net worth 
of not more than $7 million and not 
more than 500 employees. 

(c) For the purpose of eligibility, the 
net worth and number of employees of 
an applicant shall be determined as of 
the date the proceeding was initiated. 
For the purpose of eligibility of appli-
cants before the HUD Board of Con-
tract Appeals, the net worth and num-
ber of employees of an applicant shall 
be determined as of the date the appli-
cant filed its appeal under 41 U.S.C. 606. 

(d) An applicant who owns an unin-
corporated business will be considered 
as an individual rather than a sole 
owner of an unincorporated business if 
the issues on which the application 
prevails are related primarily to per-
sonal interests rather than to business 
interests. 

(e) The employees of an applicant in-
clude all persons who regularly per-
form services for remuneration for the 
applicant, under the applicant’s direc-
tion and control. Part-time employees 
shall be included on a proportional 
basis. 

(f) The net worth and number of em-
ployees of the applicant and all of its 
affiliates shall be aggregated to deter-
mine eligibility. Any individual, cor-
poration or other entity that directly 
or indirectly controls or owns a major-
ity of the voting shares or other inter-
ests of the applicant, or any corpora-
tion or other entity of which the appli-
cant directly or indirectly owns or con-
trols a majority of the voting shares or 
other interest, will be considered an af-
filiate for purposes of this part, unless 
the adjudicative officer determines 
that such treatment would be unjust 
and contrary to the purposes of the Act 
in light of the actual relationship be-
tween the affiliated entities. In addi-
tion, the adjudicative officer may de-
termine that financial relationships of 
the applicant other than those de-
scribed in this paragraph constitute 



187 

Office of the Secretary, HUD § 14.200 

special circumstances that would make 
an award unjust. 

(g) An applicant that participates in 
a proceeding primarily on behalf of one 
or more other persons or entities that 
would be ineligible is not itself eligible 
for an award. 

§ 14.125 Standards for awards. 

(a) A prevailing applicant may re-
ceive an award for fees and expenses in-
curred in connection with a proceeding, 
or in a significant and discrete sub-
stantive portion of the proceeding, un-
less the position of the agency over 
which the applicant has prevailed was 
substantially justified. The position of 
the agency includes, in addition to the 
position taken by the agency in the ad-
versary adjudication, the action or fail-
ure to act by the agency upon which 
the adversary adjudication is based. 
The burden of proof that an award 
should not be made to an ineligible pre-
vailing applicant because the agency’s 
position was substantially justified is 
on the agency counsel, who may avoid 
an award by showing that its position 
was reasonable in law and fact. 

(b) An award will be reduced or de-
nied if the applicant has unduly or un-
reasonably protracted the proceeding, 
if the applicant has falsified the appli-
cation (including documentation) or 
net worth exhibit or if special cir-
cumstances make the award sought un-
just. 

§ 14.130 Allowable fees and expenses. 

(a) No award for the fee of an attor-
ney or agent under these rules may ex-
ceed $75.00 per hour. However, an award 
may also include the reasonable ex-
penses of the attorney, agent or wit-
ness as a separate item, if the attor-
ney, agent or witness ordinarily 
charges clients separately for such ex-
penses. 

(b) In determining the reasonableness 
of the fee sought for an attorney, agent 
or expert witness, the adjudicative offi-
cer shall consider the following: 

(1) If the attorney, agent or witness 
is in private practice, his or her cus-
tomary fee for similar services, or, if 
an employee of the applicant, the fully 
allocated cost of the services; 

(2) The prevailing rate for the kind 
and quality of services furnished in the 

community in which the attorney, 
agent or witness ordinarily performs 
services; 

(3) The time actually spent in the 
representation of the applicant; 

(4) The time reasonably spent in the 
light of the difficulty or complexity of 
the issues in the proceeding; and 

(5) Such other factors as may bear on 
the value of the services provided. 

(c) The reasonable cost of any study, 
analysis, engineering report, test, 
project, or similar matter prepared on 
behalf of a party may be awarded, to 
the extent that the charge for the serv-
ices does not exceed the prevailing rate 
for similar services, and the study or 
other matter was necessary for prepa-
ration of the applicant’s case. 

§ 14.135 Rulemaking on maximum 
rates for attorney fees. 

Any person may file with the Depart-
ment a petition for rulemaking to in-
crease the maximum rate for attorney 
fees as provided in 5 U.S.C. 
504(b)(1)(A)(ii), in accordance with 24 
CFR part 10. The petition should iden-
tify the rate the petitioner believes the 
Department should establish and the 
types of proceedings in which the rate 
should be used. It should also explain 
fully the reasons why the higher rate is 
warranted. The Department will re-
spond to the petition in accordance 
with 24 CFR 10.20(b). 

§ 14.140 Awards against other agen-
cies. 

If an applicant is entitled to an 
award because it prevails over another 
agency of the United States that par-
ticipates in a proceeding before the De-
partment and takes a position that is 
not substantially justified, the award 
or an appropriate portion of the award 
shall be made against that agency. 

Subpart B—Information Required 
From Applicants 

§ 14.200 Contents of application. 

(a) An application for an award of 
fees and expenses under the Act shall 
identify the applicant and the pro-
ceeding for which an award is sought. 
The application shall show that the ap-
plicant has prevailed and identify the 
position of the Department or other 
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agencies that the applicant alleges was 
not substantially justified. Unless the 
applicant is an individual, the applica-
tion shall also state the number of em-
ployees of the applicant and describe 
briefly the type and purpose of its or-
ganization or business. 

(b) The application shall also include 
a statement that the applicant’s net 
worth does not exceed $2 million (if an 
individual) or $7 million (for all other 
applicants, including their affiliates). 
However, an applicant may omit this 
statement if: 

(1) It attaches a copy of a ruling by 
the Internal Revenue Service that it 
qualifies as an organization described 
in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code, 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3), or, in the 
case of a tax-exempt organization not 
required to obtain a ruling from the In-
ternal Revenue Service on its exempt 
status, a statement that describes the 
basis for the applicant’s belief that it 
qualifies under such section; or 

(2) It states that it is a cooperative 
association as defined in section 15(a) 
of the Agricultural Marketing Act, 12 
U.S.C. 1141j(a). 

(c) If the applicant is a partnership, 
corporation, association, or organiza-
tion, or a sole owner of an unincor-
porated business, the applicant shall 
state that it did not have more than 500 
employees at the time the proceeding 
was initiated, giving the number of its 
employees and describing briefly the 
type and purpose of its organization or 
business. 

(d) The application shall also itemize 
the amount of fees and expenses for 
which an award is sought. 

(e) The application also may include 
any other matters that the applicant 
wishes the Department to consider in 
determining whether and in what 
amount an award should be made. 

(f) The application shall be signed by 
the applicant or an authorized officer 
with respect to the eligibility of the 
applicant and by the attorney of the 
applicant with respect to fees and ex-
penses sought. The application shall 
contain or be accompanied by a written 
verification under oath or affirmation 
under penalty of perjury that the infor-
mation provided in the application and 
all accompanying material is true and 
complete to the best of the applicant’s 

or authorized officer’s information and 
belief. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2510–0001) 

§ 14.205 Net worth exhibit. 

(a) Each applicant except a qualified 
tax-exempt organization or a qualified 
cooperative association must submit 
with its application a detailed exhibit 
showing the net worth of the applicant 
and any affiliates (as defined in 
§ 14.120(f) of this part) when the pro-
ceeding was initiated. The exhibit may 
be in any form convenient to the appli-
cant that provides full disclosure of the 
applicant’s and its affiliates’ assets and 
liabilities, and is sufficient to deter-
mine whether the applicant qualifies 
under the standards of the Act and this 
part. The adjudicative officer may re-
quire an applicant to file additional in-
formation to determine its eligibility 
for an award. 

(b) The net worth exhibit shall de-
scribe any transfers of assets from, or 
obligations incurred by, the applicant 
or any affiliate, occurring in the one- 
year period before the date on which 
the proceeding was initiated, that re-
duced the net worth of the applicant 
and its affiliates below the applicable 
net worth ceiling. If there were no such 
transactions, the applicant shall so 
state. 

(c) Ordinarily, the net worth exhibit 
will be included in the public record of 
the proceeding. However, an applicant 
that objects to public disclosure of in-
formation in any portion of the exhibit 
and believes there are legal grounds for 
withholding it from disclosure may 
submit that portion of the exhibit di-
rectly to the adjudicative officer in a 
sealed envelope labeled ‘‘Confidential 
Financial Information,’’ accompanied 
by a motion to withhold the informa-
tion from public disclosure. The mo-
tion shall describe the information 
sought to be withheld and explain, in 
detail, why it falls within one or more 
of the specific exemptions from manda-
tory disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552(b) (1)–(9)), 
why public disclosure of the informa-
tion would adversely affect the appli-
cant, and why disclosure is not re-
quired in the public interest. The mate-
rial in question shall be served on 
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counsel representing the agency 
against which the applicant seeks an 
award, but need not be served on any 
other party to the proceeding. If the 
adjudicative officer finds that the in-
formation should not be withheld from 
disclosure, it shall be placed in the 
public record of the proceeding. Other-
wise, any request to inspect or copy 
the exhibit shall be disposed of in ac-
cordance with the Department’s estab-
lished procedures under the Freedom of 
Information Act, 24 CFR part 15. In ei-
ther case, disclosure shall be subject to 
the provisions of the Privacy Act of 
1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a, and the Depart-
ment’s procedures implementing the 
Privacy Act of 1974 at 24 CFR part 16. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2510–0001) 

§ 14.210 Documentation of fees and ex-
penses. 

(a) The application shall be accom-
panied by full and itemized documenta-
tion of the fees and expenses, including 
the cost of any study, analysis, engi-
neering report, test, project or similar 
matter, for which an award is sought. 

(b) The documentation shall include 
an affidavit from any attorney, agent 
or expert witness representing or ap-
pearing in behalf of the party, stating 
the actual time expended and the rate 
at which fees and other expenses were 
computed and describing the specific 
services performed. 

(c) The documentation shall also in-
clude a description of any expenses for 
which reimbursement is sought and a 
statement of the amounts paid and 
payable by the applicant or by any 
other person or entity for the services 
provided. Vouchers, receipts, logs, or 
other substantiation for any expenses 
paid or payable shall be provided. 

(d) The adjudicative officer may re-
quire the applicant to provide addi-
tional substantiation for any expenses 
claimed. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2510–0001) 

§ 14.215 When an application may be 
filed. 

(a) An application may be filed when-
ever the applicant has prevailed in the 
proceeding or in a significant and dis-
crete substantive portion of the pro-

ceeding, but in no case later than 30 
days after the Department’s final dis-
position of the proceeding. 

(b) For purposes of this rule, final 
disposition means the date on which a 
decision or order disposing of the mer-
its of the proceeding or any other com-
plete resolution of the proceeding, such 
as a settlement of voluntary dismissal, 
become final and unappealable, both 
within the Department and to the 
courts. 

(c) If review or reconsideration 
(under HUD Board of Contract Appeals 
Rule 29, 24 CFR 20.10) is sought or 
taken of a decision as to which an ap-
plicant believes it has prevailed, pro-
ceedings for the award of fees shall be 
stayed pending final disposition of the 
underlying controversy. When the 
United States appeals the underlying 
merits of an adversary adjudication to 
a court, no decision on an application 
for fees and other expenses in connec-
tion with that adversary adjudication 
shall be made until a final and 
unreviewable decision is rendered by 
the court on the appeal or until the un-
derlying merits of the case have been 
finally determined pursuant to the ap-
peal. 

Subpart C—Procedures for 
Considering Applications 

§ 14.300 Jurisdiction of adjudicative 
officer. 

Any provision in the Department’s 
rules and regulations other than this 
part which limits or terminates the ju-
risdiction of an adjudicative officer 
upon the effective date of his or her de-
cision in the underlying proceeding 
shall not in any way affect his or her 
jurisdiction to render a decision under 
this part. 

§ 14.305 Filing and service of docu-
ments. 

Any application for an award or 
other pleading or document related to 
an application shall be filed and served 
on all parties to the proceeding in the 
same manner as other pleadings in the 
proceeding, except as provided in 
§ 14.205(c) for confidential financial in-
formation. 
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§ 14.310 Answer to application. 

(a) Within 30 days after service of an 
application, agency counsel may file an 
answer to the application. Agency 
counsel may request an extension of 
time for filing. If agency counsel fails 
to answer or otherwise fails to contest 
or settle the application, the adjudica-
tive officer, upon a satisfactory show-
ing of entitlement by the applicant, 
may make an award for the applicant’s 
fees and other expenses under the Act. 

(b) If agency counsel and the appli-
cant believe that the issues in the fee 
application can be settled, they may 
jointly file a statement of their intent 
to negotiate a settlement. The filing of 
this statement shall extend the time 
for filing an answer for an additional 30 
days, and further extensions may be 
granted by the adjudicative officer 
upon request by agency counsel and 
the applicant. 

(c) The answer shall explain in detail 
any objections to the award requested 
and identify the facts relied on in sup-
port of agency counsel’s position. If the 
answer is based on any alleged facts 
not already in the record of the pro-
ceeding, agency counsel shall include 
with the answer either supporting affi-
davits or a request for further pro-
ceedings under § 14.325. 

§ 14.315 Comments by other parties. 

Any party to a proceeding other than 
the applicant and agency counsel may 
file comments on an application within 
30 days after it is served, or on an an-
swer within 15 days after it is served. A 
commenting party may not participate 
further in proceedings on the applica-
tion unless the adjudicative officer de-
termines that the public interest re-
quires such participation in order to 
permit full exploration of matters 
raised in the comments. 

§ 14.320 Settlement. 

The applicant and agency counsel 
may agree on a proposed settlement of 
the award before final action on the ap-
plication, either in connection with a 
settlement of the underlying pro-
ceeding, or after the underlying pro-
ceeding has been concluded, in accord-
ance with the settlement procedure ap-
plicable to the underlying proceeding. 
If a prevailing party and agency coun-

sel agree on a proposed settlement of 
an award before an application has 
been filed, the application shall be filed 
with the proposed settlement. 

§ 14.325 Extensions of time and further 
proceedings. 

(a) The adjudicative officer on mo-
tion and for good cause shown may 
grant extensions of time other than for 
filing an application for fees and ex-
penses after final disposition in the ad-
versary adjudication. 

(b) Ordinarily, the determination of 
an award will be made on the basis of 
the written record. However, on re-
quest of either the applicant or agency 
counsel, or on his or her own initiative, 
the adjudicative officer may order fur-
ther proceedings, such as an informal 
conference, oral argument, additional 
written submissions, or as to issues 
other than substantial justification 
(such as the applicant’s eligibility or 
substantiation of fees and expenses), 
pertinent discovery or an evidentiary 
hearing. Such further proceedings shall 
be held only when necessary for full 
and fair resolution of the issues arising 
from the application, and shall be con-
ducted as promptly as possible. Wheth-
er or not the position of the agency 
was substantially justified shall be de-
termined on the basis of the adminis-
trative record, as a whole, which is 
made in the adversary adjudication for 
which fees and other expenses are 
sought. 

(c) A request that the adjudicative 
officer order further proceedings under 
this section shall specifically identify 
the information sought or the disputed 
issues and shall explain why the addi-
tional proceedings are necessary to re-
solve the issues. 

§ 14.330 Decision. 

The adjudicative officer shall issue 
an initial decision on the application 
within 30 days after completion of pro-
ceedings on the application. The deci-
sion shall include written findings and 
conclusions on such of the following as 
are relevant to the decision: 

(a) The applicant’s status as a pre-
vailing party; 

(b) The applicant’s qualification as a 
party under 5 U.S.C. 504(b)(1)(B); 
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(c) Whether the agency’s position was 
substantially justified; 

(d) Whether special circumstances 
make an award unjust; 

(e) Whether the applicant during the 
course of the proceedings engaged in 
conduct that unduly and unreasonably 
protracted the final resolution of the 
matter in controversy; and 

(f) The amounts, if any, awarded for 
fees and other expenses, with reasons 
for any difference between the amount 
requested and the amount awarded. 

If the applicant has sought an award 
against more than one agency, the de-
cision shall allocate responsibility for 
payment of any award made among the 
agencies, and shall explain the reasons 
for the allocation made. 

§ 14.335 Departmental review. 

(a) Either the applicant or agency 
counsel may seek review of the initial 
decision on the fee application, or the 
Secretary (or his or her delegate, if 
any) may decide to review the decision 
on his or her own initiative, in accord-
ance with the Department’s review or 
appeals procedures applicable to the 
underlying proceeding. If neither the 
applicant nor agency counsel seeks re-
view and the Secretary (or his or her 
delegate, if any) does not take review 
on his or her own initiative, the initial 
decision on the application shall be-
come a final decision of the Depart-
ment in the same manner as a decision 
in the underlying proceeding becomes 
final. Whether to review a decision is a 
matter within the discretion of the 
Secretary (or his or her delegate, if 
any). If review is taken, the Depart-
ment will issue a final decision on the 
application or remand the application 
to the adjudicative officer for further 
proceedings. 

(b) Either party may seek reconsider-
ation of the decision on the fee applica-
tion in accordance with Rule 29, 24 CFR 
20.10. 

§ 14.340 Judicial review. 

Judicial review of final departmental 
decisions on awards may be sought as 
provided in 5 U.S.C. 504(c)(2). 

§ 14.345 Payment of award. 

An applicant seeking payment of an 
award shall submit a copy of the final 

decision granting the award to: Direc-
tor, Office of Finance and Accounting, 
Room 2202, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Washington, DC 
20410, with a copy to: Associate General 
Counsel for Equal Opportunity and Ad-
ministrative Law, Room 10244, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Washington, DC 20410. A state-
ment that review of the underlying de-
cision is not being sought in the United 
States courts, or that the process for 
seeking review of the award, if initi-
ated, has been completed, must also be 
included. The agency will pay the 
amount awarded to the applicant with-
in 60 days, unless judicial review of the 
award or of the underlying decision of 
the adversary adjudication has been 
sought by the applicant or any other 
party to the proceeding. 

PART 15—PUBLIC ACCESS TO HUD 
RECORDS UNDER THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION ACT AND TES-
TIMONY AND PRODUCTION OF 
INFORMATION BY HUD EMPLOY-
EES 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 

15.1 General provisions. 
15.2 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Procedures for Disclosure of 
Records Under the FOIA 

15.101 Proactive disclosures of department 
records. 

15.102 Requirements for making requests for 
records. 

15.103 Timing of responses to requests. 
15.104 Procedures for processing FOIA re-

quests. 
15.105 Responses to requests. 
15.106 Fees. 
15.107 Documents generally protected from 

disclosure. 
15.108 Business information. 
15.109 Appeals. 
15.110 HUD response to appeals. 

Subpart C—Production of Material or Provi-
sion of Testimony in Response to De-
mands in Legal Proceedings Among 
Private Litigants 

15.201 Purpose and scope. 
15.202 Production of material or provision 

of testimony prohibited unless approved. 
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