
225 

Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 515.5 

States and for value added information 
product providers. The Regional ITS 
Architecture shall feature the compo-
nents and functionality of the real- 
time information program. 

(e) Effective date. Establishment of 
the real-time information program for 
traffic and travel conditions on the 
Interstate system highways shall be 
completed no later than November 8, 
2014. 

§ 511.313 Metropolitan Area real-time 
information program supplement. 

(a) Applicability. Metropolitan Areas 
as defined under this subpart. 

(b) Requirement. Metropolitan Areas 
shall establish a real-time information 
program for traffic and travel condi-
tions reporting with the same provi-
sions described in § 511.311. 

(c) Routes of significance. States shall 
designate metropolitan areas, non- 
Interstate highways that are routes of 
significance as defined under this sub-
part. In identifying the metropolitan 
routes of significance, States shall col-
laborate with local or regional agen-
cies using existing coordination meth-
ods. Nothing in this subpart is intended 
to alter the existing relationships 
among State, regional, and local agen-
cies. 

(d) Effective date. Establishment of 
the real-time information program for 
traffic and travel conditions reporting 
along the Metropolitan Area Interstate 
system highways shall be completed no 
later than November 8, 2014. Establish-
ment of the real-time information pro-
gram for traffic and travel conditions 
reporting along the State-designated 
metropolitan area routes of signifi-
cance shall be completed no later than 
November 8, 2016. 

§ 511.315 Program administration. 

Compliance with this subpart will be 
monitored under Federal-aid oversight 
procedures as provided under 23 U.S.C. 
106 and 133, 23 CFR 1.36, and 23 CFR 
940.13. 
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§ 515.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to: 
(a) Establish the processes that a 

State transportation department 
(State DOT) must use to develop its 
asset management plan, as required 
under 23 U.S.C. 119(e)(8); 

(b) Establish the minimum require-
ments that apply to the development of 
an asset management plan; 

(c) Describe the penalties for a State 
DOT’s failure to develop and imple-
ment an asset management plan in ac-
cordance with 23 U.S.C. 119 and this 
part; 

(d) Set forth the minimum standards 
for a State DOT to use in developing 
and operating highway bridge and 
pavement management systems under 
23 U.S.C. 150(c)(3)(A)(i). 

§ 515.3 Applicability and effective date. 

This part applies to all State DOTs. 
The effective date for the requirements 
in this part is October 2, 2017. 

§ 515.5 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 

Asset means all physical highway infra-
structure located within the right-of-way 
corridor of a highway. The term asset in-
cludes all components necessary for the op-
eration of a highway including pavements, 
highway bridges, tunnels, signs, ancillary 
structures, and other physical components of 
a highway. 

Asset class means assets with the same 
characteristics and function (e.g., bridges, 
culverts, tunnels, pavements, or guardrail) 
that are a subset of a group or collection of 
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assets that serve a common function (e.g., 
roadway system, safety, Intelligent Trans-
portation (IT), signs, or lighting). 

Asset condition means the actual physical 
condition of an asset. 

Asset management means a strategic and 
systematic process of operating, maintain-
ing, and improving physical assets, with a 
focus on both engineering and economic 
analysis based upon quality information, to 
identify a structured sequence of mainte-
nance, preservation, repair, rehabilitation, 
and replacement actions that will achieve 
and sustain a desired state of good repair 
over the life cycle of the assets at minimum 
practicable cost. 

Asset management plan means a document 
that describes how a State DOT will carry 
out asset management as defined in this sec-
tion. This includes how the State DOT will 
make risk-based decisions from a long-term 
assessment of the National Highway System 
(NHS), and other public roads included in the 
plan at the option of the State DOT, as it re-
lates to managing its physical assets and 
laying out a set of investment strategies to 
address the condition and system perform-
ance gaps. This document describes how the 
highway network system will be managed to 
achieve State DOT targets for asset condi-
tion and system performance effectiveness 
while managing the risks, in a financially re-
sponsible manner, at a minimum practicable 
cost over the life cycle of its assets. The 
term asset management plan under this part is 
the risk-based asset management plan that 
is required under 23 U.S.C. 119(e) and is in-
tended to carry out asset management as de-
fined in 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(2). 

Asset sub-group means a specialized group 
of assets within an asset class with the same 
characteristics and function (e.g., concrete 
pavements or asphalt pavements.) 

Bridge as used in this part, is defined in 23 
CFR 650.305, the National Bridge Inspection 
Standards. 

Critical infrastructure means those facilities 
the incapacity or failure of which would have 
a debilitating impact on national or regional 
economic security, national or regional en-
ergy security, national or regional public 
health or safety, or any combination of those 
matters. 

Financial plan means a long-term plan 
spanning 10 years or longer, presenting a 
State DOT’s estimates of projected available 
financial resources and predicted expendi-
tures in major asset categories that can be 
used to achieve State DOT targets for asset 
condition during the plan period, and high-
lighting how resources are expected to be al-
located based on asset strategies, needs, 
shortfalls, and agency policies. 

Investment strategy means a set of strate-
gies that result from evaluating various lev-
els of funding to achieve State DOT targets 
for asset condition and system performance 

effectiveness at a minimum practicable cost 
while managing risks. 

Life-cycle cost means the cost of managing 
an asset class or asset sub-group for its 
whole life, from initial construction to its 
replacement. 

Life-cycle planning means a process to esti-
mate the cost of managing an asset class, or 
asset sub-group over its whole life with con-
sideration for minimizing cost while pre-
serving or improving the condition. 

Minimum practicable cost means lowest fea-
sible cost to achieve the objective. 

NHS pavements and bridges and NHS pave-
ment and bridge assets mean Interstate Sys-
tem pavements (inclusion of ramps that are 
not part of the roadway normally traveled 
by through traffic is optional); NHS pave-
ments (excluding the Interstate System) (in-
clusion of ramps that are not part of the 
roadway normally traveled by through traf-
fic is optional); and NHS bridges carrying 
the NHS (including bridges that are part of 
the ramps connecting to the NHS). 

Performance of the NHS refers to the effec-
tiveness of the NHS in providing for the safe 
and efficient movement of people and goods 
where that performance can be affected by 
physical assets. This term does not include 
the performance measures established for 
performance of the Interstate System and 
performance of the NHS (excluding the Inter-
state System) under 23 U.S.C. 
150(c)(3)(ii)(A)(IV)–(V). 

Performance gap means the gaps between 
the current asset condition and State DOT 
targets for asset condition, and the gaps in 
system performance effectiveness that are 
best addressed by improving the physical as-
sets. 

Risk means the positive or negative effects 
of uncertainty or variability upon agency ob-
jectives. 

Risk management means the processes and 
framework for managing potential risks, in-
cluding identifying, analyzing, evaluating, 
and addressing the risks to assets and sys-
tem performance. 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram (STIP) has the same meaning as defined 
in § 450.104 of this title. 

Work type means initial construction, 
maintenance, preservation, rehabilitation, 
and reconstruction. 

§ 515.7 Process for establishing the 
asset management plan. 

A State shall develop a risk-based 
asset management plan that describes 
how the NHS will be managed to 
achieve system performance effective-
ness and State DOT targets for asset 
condition, while managing the risks, in 
a financially responsible manner, at a 
minimum practicable cost over the life 
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